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Summary

Commission

In November the decided1996, Swedish Government appointto a
special investigator commissioned method for howto propose a
environmental be integrated the Swedish standardizationinaspects can
work. The howinvestigator supposed make recommendationsto on
Swedish takestandardizing bodies and Swedish technical experts can
environmental all standardization work. Ininto inaspects account
addition, environmentalthe investigator supposed define variousto

devise plan of and identify prioritizedactionaspects, a areas.
Occupational health safety general healthand and aspects notare
included thein Committees proposals.

95 % of all standards Sweden today have developedadopted in been
in international cooperation. The Committee’s proposals thereforeare
primarily aimed building Swedish nationalat strong programmeup a
that basis for effective efforts environmentalintegratetocan serve as a

in and standardization.European internationalaspects

Swedish standardization

SIS the Swedish Standards Institution the central forbody
standardization in Sweden. independent,SIS impartial, non—profitan
organization with members from both the private and public sectors.
The Government its charter and appoints its chairperson. SISwrote
adopts Swedish standards and publishes and sells standards.

Standardization in Sweden decentralized. SIS authorizes
standardizing bodies that take responsibility for standardization within
their particular industrial specialty fields. Thesesectors or
standardizing bodies eight, independent organizationsat present are,
with their members and executive boards. All technicalown
committees, project and working associated withteams groups are one
of these standardizing bodies.
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technicalin 600participateof about 6,300A total experts
revised2,000Sweden today. Eachcommittees in new orsomeyear

which than 95 %adopted, ofstandardsSwedish aremoreare
standards.internationaltransposed Europeanor

Committee

andof 10assisted by committeeThe has beeninvestigator experts aa
thewith SIS,informalhas hadThe investigatorsecretariat. contacts

of Trade andNational Boardwith theeight standardizing bodies, and
ConformityAccreditation and Assessmentthe Swedish Board for

environmentalofinternational with inclusionSWEDAC. The work
ofand minutesstudiedstandards has been inin reportsaspects

für NonnungDeutsche Institutwell visit DIN,meetings, toas on aas
e.V.

Objective

which havebasic aims,formulated inThe objective has been two
that effortsaimThe first basicwork of the Committee.guided the to

standardizationtheinof environmentalinclusionthe aspectspromote
standards.assessedenvironmentallyleadwork should eventually to

environmentalstandard should undergoEach proposed assessment,an
suchstandard documentestablishedexample indefined for aprocess,a

of theresultschecklist. TheGuide 109,Guide 64, IECISO or aas
standard,thereported inshould beenvironmental assessment as

choices, warningmaterialinformative alternativetext, asprocessoras
specialthatThe committeeanotherintext aproposesmanner.or

ofrulesadded the editingbeEnvironmentalheading Assessment- to—
the standardization organizations.

should beenvironmentalthat thebasic aimAnother assessment a
Environmentalwork.of all standardizationnaturalnormal and part

ordinary committee.thedone the line organization, ininassessment
where theand thistechnicalThis where the Competence
developed.be furtherwhich alsoenvironmental is, mustCompetence

therefore majorenvironmentalInformation and training in matters a
thisThe Committeeelement recommendations.in concrete sees asour

assessedenvironmentallythe effective and cost-saving tomost way
standards.

thebe viewed inCommittee’s recommendationsThe contextmust
byStandardizationof and tradition of standardization.the culture
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The standardizing bodiesvoluntary and basedprinciple on consensus. —
‘European Theprovide workinternationalnational, process.aor —

the Thesestandardizing work done by who employthose process.
andof standardtechnical thestakeholders, determine the contentusers,
thework. Influencingprovide and funding for theresources

questioninternationally, largelystandardization work, particularly a
ofstakeholderspersuading the variousof stimulating andmotivating,

benefits consideration.the of environmental

considerationenvironmentalEnvironmental andaspects

environmental WeThe for definingCommittee responsible aspects.
environmentalhave opted environmental andgive aspectsto

21.possible, line with Agendaconsideration broad definition inas a as
characterized byphilosophy thatAgenda has environmental21 aan

and all humanbroad embraces all of the natural environmentscope.
culturaland theincludes socialactivities. also the environment

ofdealing here with ongoingenvironment. We an processare
"environmentaldevelopment. also convinced that aspects"We aare

Environmentalstill implications.that in itsconcept vague
Environmentaldefinition.consideration be givencan a narrower

environmentalconsideration all that restrict impact.comprises activities
healthgeneralmentioned health and safety andAs occupational

,
work.included in the committeesaspects notare

Recommendations

ofachieve has made seriesTo these objectives, the Committee a
otherfocus what therecommendations. The recommendations state,on

organizations do.interested parties and the standardization As ancan
allfromintroduction the recommendations, suggest statementto we a

thatand industrygoverning bodies in both government ——
inenvironmental consideration environmentalincorporating aspects

thethe thatstandardizing work priority. Weurgent proposean
withinrecommendations forth below should be fully implemented 5set

of approval.years
concernedrecommend that charge theWe the Government

authorities environmentalwork that general rulesto to ensure on
consideration be incorporated regulations andin agreements,contracts,

internationalregarding standardization. Swedish representatives in
negotiations where general standardization discussedissues areare
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This willof environmentalcharged inclusion aspects.to oversee
consideration intoenvironmentalof introducingimprove the chances

standards.and internationalEuropean
Swedish representativesthe giverecommend that GovernmentWe

directdirectiveswho that ECparticipate in agroups prepare
theenvironmental infor ofadmonishment work the inclusion aspectsto

mandates,of reference, standardizationsEC directives and in the terms
the directivesinEnvironmental requirementsCEN/CENELEC.to

theincluded in CEshould incorporated standards and bethen be in
covered by the directives.marking of products that

boards, generalexecutiveand theThe state’s representatives in SIS
standardizing bodiesofand other governing bodies theassembly are

environmentalofand inclusiondirectly charged to promote oversee
includedshould be inenvironmental workInformation theaspects. on

bodies.and standardizingthe annual of SIS thereports
standardizingand theof SISrecommend that the representativesWe

international standardizationbodies ofbodies the governing thein
ofinclusionandbe directly chargedorganizations to promote oversee

environmental aspects.
thatdecreeindustrial and trade organizationsrecommend thatWe

task for all participants inenvironmental consideration importantan
the standardization.work of

in theimportantof circulation forThe stepcomment anprocess
decreerecommend that the Governmentwork of standardization. We

environmentalthethat authorities should participate inconcerned
ofthe scrutinybelieve thatof proposed standards.scrutiny We

prioritizedbelong introductory phase,duringproposals tomust, a
authority’s viewpointsstandardizing bodywhere requests oncases a an

clearly defined environmental issue.a
formbodiesstandardizingrecommend that SIS and theWe a

environmental work. Onefor thenetwork twocompetence centre oror
should be appointedeach standardizing bodyfrom SIS andpersons

andshould then initiateenvironmental liaisons. These pursuepersons
thestandards, underthe of environmentalintegration inaspects

recommend that theof the alsoresponsibility Wemanagement.
liaisonshould appointstandardization STLmanagement agroup

standardizingand thefor the environmental work within SISgroup
bodiesstandardizingbodies. should be incumbent and theSISupon
frontSwedish infind optimal organizational form for presentingto aan

work.the and international standardizationEuropean
funds andspecialrecommend that the allocateWe Government

thetask of arrangingassign and the standardizing bodies theSIS
of study entitledmentioned below.training activities A course
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"Environmental standards" should be developed heldin and inaspects
ñrst theIn the a three-day course,two-stage stagea programme.

aforementioned environmental liaisons and other key should bepersons
trained. theIn second one-day these should instage, a course, persons

train nearly 3,000 from technical during600 committeesturn experts a
total of days.100 The should be free of charge. Thecourse courses
assignment also includes developing the material, manualcourse a
entitled Environmental Consideration.

We recommend that series of pilot entitledprojectsa
"Environmental standards" thein be started withinaspects
standardization organizations. The of the pilotmain projectspurpose

build routines and experience, andto competence, to get concreteup
activities quicklygoing the basic level.at

mustThe work of incorporating environmental standardsinaspects
mainly be pursued internationally. recommend that Sweden initiateWe
revision of ISO Guide Guide few also64 and IEC 109 in Wea a years.

recommend that guides developed differentbe within thesector
standardization fields, something which would greatly enhance clarity,
concretion and usefulness. Sweden should be prepared for active
participation here, which could for example, assumingmean,
responsibility for chairrnanships and secretariats.

Finally, drawrecommend that and the standardizing bodiesSISwe
administrative rules and their line forroutines in organizationup

including environmental standardin standards. Each proposedaspects
should undergo accordance withenvironmental in ISOassessment,an
Guide 64, IEC Guide checklist accordance with appendix109 inor a
2.2. The environmental should be documented inassessment an

protocol and proposedletter and theassessment a cover accompany
standard its circulation for and until its adoption. mustcommenton
be clearly stated thein standard that has undergone environmental

Sweden should internationally thatassessment. toact tosee a new
heading, "Environmental added the internationalAssessment", to
editing rules.

Prioritization

Prioritization should take place in three-stage be seena process. can
chronological for the implementation of theas a sequence recommen-

dations.
the firstIn the procedure should withpossiblestage, start as soon as
clear signals from the and the businessGovernment, SISvery

thatcommunity environmental consideration in the standardization
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pursuedbeworkfor thework Thispriority. tourgent necessaryan
andbodieswith Different governingthe basic level.full force on
ofintegrationtheandchargedrepresentatives to pursueoverseeare

environmental aspects.
and thewithin SISthe workIn secondthe stage, concrete
allocateshouldstandardizing bodies The Governmentmust start.
do thebodiesstandardizingand thespecial funds and instruct SIS to

following:
workenvironmentalfor theform network centreCompetencea or

andleadersprojectof environmental liaisons,broad trainingstart a
manualsproducetechnical andin the committees etc.experts

standardsoffor environmentalestablish routines assessment
bodies.standardizingof within thepilot projectsseriesstart a

itselfwhich inThe international initiative,third vigorousstage a
Authoritiesexperience.of knowledge andrequires national basea

forshould andhave acquiredby this competencestage anresources
standards foreffective proposedthe ofparticipation in circulation

should berecommendationsreview that theand Wecomment. propose
approval.ofcompletely implemented within 5 years

Costs

incorporatingofThe the workbasic view thatCommittee’s
ofnormalenvironmental standardizationin the work of partaspects a

principlebelieve inthe activities. This thatstandardization wemeans
by thebornethat should beenvironmental of standardizationthe costs

with the usualstakeholders keepingthe standardization inin process,
stakeholders infunding of theThe alsoroutines. state one

health, safetylife,for thewith special responsibilitystandardization,
and of its citizens.environment

authoritiespublicshouldWe recommend that the giveGovernment
ofinclusionand clear directivesother representatives tostate oversee

appliesenvironmental Theinternational negotiations.inaspects same
standardizingthe of and therepresentatives trade and industryto

within thebodies. completelyliebelieve that these mandatesWe
framework participationbodies. Theof the ordinary activities of these
of forthe proposed standardsauthorities the circulation ofin comment

labourbe ofwith the right divisionburdensome. However, amongcan
thegive inrulesauthorities and with the prioritizationconcerned we

included theirinbe able berecommendations, this task should also to
ordinary activities.
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environmentalofstarted with the integrationurgent to get
thereforethe standardization possible.in work Weaspects as soon as

SISrecommend special appropriation forthat the makeGovernment a
Thecalled standardization work"."Environmental Swedishinaspects

period proposal. Theappropriation limited five-year in costto oura
has beenof planning and proposed training activitiescarrying theout

andadministrationestimated SEK 2.6 million. For management,at
environmentalabove internationalall following and theparticipating in

standardization allocated annuallywork, should beSEK 200,000 over a
3.6period of five shouldThe appropriation SEKamount toyears.

threemillion five-year the emphasis the firstperiod, withover a on
years.

ofseriesWe recommend that the standardizing bodies start a
andnational pilot knowledgeprojects and acquiregoing toto get

financiallyexperience. There fields which clear-cut andin strongare
stakeholders environmental belacking but where issues verymayare

should beof millionState funds within framework SEK, 1.0urgent. a
aside for such actions.set urgent

inThe ultimate of "Environmentalthe project aspectssuccess
whatSwedish standardization work" largehinges extentto ona
takehappens Sweden shouldinternationally. recommend thatWe
ISOofvarious here, in revisionsinitiatives including participating

of SEKGuide framework64 and IEC Guide funds within109. State a
million1.2 should be aside for these activities.set

theAltogether, this recommends thatthat the Committeemeans
specialbodiesGovernment allocate and the standardizingSISto a
specialmakeappropriation of and additionSEK 3.6 million in a

needed byof disposed ofprovision million which beSEK 2.2 ascan
specified.special time-limited andThe estimatesagreement. cost are

Inforrnative parts

Chapters following chapters1-3 summarized above. The two areare
forinformative. Chapter background factsIn 4 the Committee presents
forthe describesCommittee’s recommendations. methods

incorporating explains environmentalenvironmental aspectsaspects,
and ongoingenvironmental ofconsideration, and gives accountan

completeenvironmental standardization. Chapter and5 gives concisea
andof the standardization work and all national, Europeanaccount

international standardazation organizations.
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