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PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS
PERSONAL. 3 EAST 64TH STREET
NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

26 June 1957

QL"‘“M/

Purely for your personal information at this stage

I am enclosing a copy of\thefdgsff_Explanatory Memorandum

which would be discussed tomorrow by the Asian-African Group,

on the inscription of the Algerian item. I am very sorry

I have been unable to bring it over personally.

 Mr Dag Hammarskjold,
Secretary-General,
United Nations,
New York.




EXPIATATORY MEMORANDUN

&a At its eleventh session the General Assembly had on its arenda

an item entitled "The Quesiion of Algeria", It will be recalled that

there vas a very full ciscussion on this item in which various points of
view were expressed by llember ‘tates. Thereafter s there were renuine
an¢ strenuous efforts to formulate accurately the consensus of opinion
in the General Assembly which vwas clearly in favour of a settlement of
the Algerian issue being arrived at in accordance with the principles of
the Charter and taling into account the basic needs for a peaceful, demow
cratic and just solution, These efforts proved successful and the General
Asserbly adopted wanimously Resolution ilo.A BS/463 of the 18th February
1957 with the following operative parasraph:
"ixpresges the hove that,in a spirit of co=operation,

a peaceful, democratic and just solution vill be found,

through appropriate means, in conformity with the

principles of the Charter of the United iations,®
24 fince the General ‘ssembly had made a unanimous recormendation
in its resolution there was reasonable expectation that steps would be
taken in pursuvance of that resolution and that by nov an equitable solution
of the Alserian situation would be in sizht., However, in the period which
has elapsed since the adoption of the resolution of the eleventh session
pf the General Assermbly there has been no indication to the United Nations
from its liember ciates that any positive steps have been taken to achieve

the purposes of the resoluiion,

s On ‘he conirar—, the sufferin- and loss of human life in Algeria
continues and increases. Thus, the course of events in Llzeria has not
moved towarc a peaceful, democrstic and just solution in conforrity with
the principles of the Charter; and shoul’' this course conbinhue with its

accompani-ent of violence and rass repressicn, it is boun’ o make such

a solution more remote “han before.

Leo There have been nuierous reports of the deteriorating situation

in 4lzeria and expressions of respoisible opinion in France itself in
recent months deplorin: the conti ued repression anc violence there.

This will be clear fron the following few excerpto:
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& letter Joted 22 “arch from 357 eminent Fremchmen addressed
to the President of the French Yenublic and inecluding amon- its
si-natories eiinent aulhors, professors and leaders of She Church
has referred to actions under which the French armed forces are
compelled to marticinate og follows:

"% is not a question of facts, which, however numerous,
can be cualified as isolated instcnces: rather, it concerns
a videspread practice: ‘le refsr to the torture of nrisoners,
capiurec with their weaoous in hand, bubt who, because they
are 'rebels' are refused both the svarantees -iven by the
Geneva Conventi~n %o enenyr soldiers, and the rishts vhich
our law confers upon re ch citizens, ile relar also to the
fwrary execuliion of imnocent hostazes, 4o brutalisies,
pillaze, an® the desiruction of sntire villa~es ag measures
of intimidati~n or reprisal®

The Assembly of French Cardinals and Archbighops made the
followin; declaration on the Alwerian situa’tion on 16 archs

"is the Church has often affirmed, and mroved by its
interventions with the authorities resnoasible, all those
whose duby is human life and property have the obli-ation to
respect and eusure the universal respect for husan Jisnity
anc to avoid serupulously all excesses contrery to natural
lawv anc¢ to the law of Cod, CSuch excesses have, moreover,
been several times the object of public disapproval. During
the present crisis, each and all rmust remerber %hat it ray
never be permitted, even in the serviee of the hishe st cause,
to employ means which are intrinsically bad,"

Professor Rene Capitant, a former :Anister of Mational
aducation, made the followin: reroriss:

"As lon’; as such methods (met ods which were never employed
2zainst Ger-an prisoners durin: the most terrible vears of the
war) are prescribed or tolerated by the Governnent of ny
sountry, I do not feel that T can continue %o “each in a
French law sch~ol. Therefore, : must abandon ny classes,"

The messaze from the armed forces publighed on 20 llarch

affirmed that:

BThe officers fi hting in Alzeria 'of Civerse oriins and
vith a brillient militery history, heve confided “heir moral
despair vhen confroried by certain military operations of
hunting dovm terrorism!, The messa-e added, ''he moral elite
of the officers is repulsed by “his task, considered as both
desrading and useless,' "

5 Thus, i% is clear tha' far from any abatement of repression
s

anc. the violatiocn of human richts in Alseria, there is 2 continuance

of a tra-ic eituation which is in flagrant contradiction of the hope




expressed by the General Assendbly in i%s resolution of the 18th
Pebruary 1957. Since the Gensral Assembly's owm unanimous resolution

hag %hus rermained inoperative il cannot but be the wish of the Assembly

o telke up ajain the consiceration of the Nuestion of Alzeria with a

view to Tindin: a peaceful, democratic and just solution. Accordingly,

the General Assenhbly is requested to include the Nuestion of Alzeria

in the azenca of its twelfith session,




