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AUSTRALIAN MissiON TO THE UNITED NATIONS

CABLE ADDRESS 750 THIRD AVENUE

AUSTUNAT, NEW YORK NEW YORK 17:N. Y.

TELEPHONE

YUKON 6-7676 14th March, 1960.

Personal

My dear Secretary-General,

I have just rec;ived a copy of a speech

which Mr R.G. Menzies (Prime Minister of Australia) made on

2nd March to the State Executive of‘the Liberal Party of Victoria.

I am enclosing a copy of the portion of it which dealt with Africa

because I know your present preoccupation with that continent

and you may be interested to see how Mr Menzies is reacting

Ho 1t

Yours sincerely,

Permpnent Representative
of Australia.

Mr Dag Hammarskjold,
Secretary-General,
United Nations.



~ EXTRACT FROM SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER,
- MR R.G. MENZIES AT MEETING OF STATE EXECUTIVE

OF LIBERAL PARTY OF VICTORIA ON WEDNESDAY,‘
2ND MARCH, 1960

~

I think, perhaps, % ought to say a word or two to you flrst

of all about matters outside Australis. I was very struck on‘thls recent

1,journey to Malaya and to Indonesia, byfone very significantvfact. In’.

Indonesia, Independence was secured as a resultof armed oenflict and

there were, and are, great raclal hatreds. vItfs a very astonishing thing

_'to be in Indonesia and to realise how almost completely the Dutch 1nfluence’
|

has ‘been expelled.not always to the advantage of Indonesia, though
itts thelr own country and they'll govern 1t in their own way. But one

~ sees there all the surv1vals of acute racial cleavage and, as I say,

to a degree, hatred. Whereas up inMalaya Independence wasachieved as a';
result of peaceful arrangement between the Britlsh and the Malayans. The whole

;atmOSphere is-drfferent; Furopeans are going around about their affalrs;~large

'band famoue_busineés,houses in'Kuala’Lumpur,and Penang are 'riehfiuggitcndnoc
Operations. “You go up through the country and if you see some big engineering

piece of work it's fa gulnaa to a gooseberry‘ that the Chief Englneer is

:r‘called "Campbell"'(Laughter) I dldn't find any of this atmOSphere of fear
‘

of the outside 1nfluence or detestation of the EurOpeans.r And the result ds _”
; that 1n Malaya the Government,'under a most enlightenlng and seneible man

in their Prime Mlnlster, the Tunku Abdul Rahman, is g01ng forward, they

know that it's thelr respon51b111ty to conduct thelr country and Aot

may say so, they seem to be d01ng it with great efficlency and with hlgh

.clvilization.

7

Now l think there is something to be 1earned from all this,

The British hietory and tradition of converting Coloniak into independentcny
States 1s, of course, well known and it deserves to be better recognized, o

. all round the world. It' a most honourable hlstory. It is, in effect,

Aa'unioue:history. But there are still some people who prefer to‘heklate
.rather'than early with the creation of self-government. I think I used
to belongwto the schoolrof thought m&self,whlch felt that you mnst be

bverj, very, very cautiona about reaching_the right~time.- Today, I'm not
so sure, Today I'm more‘and more satisfied that the important thing is

..that people ehould be able to rule themselves and_that ir yon help them i
to reach that stage, if you don't hold them back, if youvgive“them every,

conceivable kind of help and training and encouragement, then when.they do -



achieve their independence,theywill do it on the basis of friendship.

And we need that because we‘re not a very big country. We need it

That, tomy mind was the great genius of Harold Macmillan's

visit to Afrlca ~-a magnificent Journey. It always sounds quite s1mple -

‘theseJourneys always do, until you take them yourself - but theyre not

as easy as all that. And his, of course, was far more difficult than mine :

because he is the Prime Minlster of one of the great powers of the world and,

l’indeed, and I think in the 1ongrun, the most influential country
|

in the world. (Applause)
»

i

And he goes down on a Journey, starting w1th dana and ending

.w1thSouth Africa, g01ng through half a dozen dlfferent countries eachof

,’them w1th utterly different problems from its neighbour, each of them in a

.different stage of development,_some of them w1th forceful and even hostile

'.leaders and some of them w1th friendly leaders and, of course, ultlmately,

@

in South Africa, the class1c example of a country in which the racial problem ;

’has attracted the 1nterest of the whole world though not necessarlly the

|

intelligent interest of the whole world because it is & tremendously complex
7

Ymatter. And he s gone down there,‘~he‘s made speeches, he's met peOple,iv

he s discussed their problems w1th thsm and L will underteke to say he has,

‘in this one journey,'profbundly influenced”the;future-history of the whole l

'of the Afrlcan Continent..

|

k

|

Cynical onlookers who thlnk politicians like myself are all words,

ekatfldnaw' jeonts - what ‘does it matter what they thlnk about me- but I say this'~z v

Tabout‘Mr.'Macmillan- I think this Journey of hlS has made such a- profound

.1mpacton the futurehistory of Africe that 5 vw1ll be regardedas an "epoch—

makingh v1s1t. And the outstandlng thing about 1t g that wherever he‘

gone’he's made it clear when he s talked to Africans, 0 the 1nd1genous

 inhabitants of these countries. "We arenot your Jailers,-lweare your friends,L

we 1ook forward to the time when you are going toruls yourselves and we're not

going to be 00petty about how ycu come to rule yourself. We want you to know
.

and we want you to feel that you are to come to your Independence with feelings S

of friendship.“ a
7

It seems simpledoesn't it? I bet a lct of the things he had to

say weren't very populer with ‘some EurOpeans in Africa because whether we._y}:y
like it or not there are always conflicts between the young turbulent native



g

element, getting education and getting a feeling of freedom’and.a‘great'ambition":
for their own country, and the older Buropean inhabitants who feel that thlngs

haven't gone too badly and they might, with advantage be left alone-_
. And Macmillan's visithas gone like abreath of fresh air on all these matters.‘»

‘He hasspoken in South Afrlca with great frankness but on my adv1ces, w1thout :

eleav1ng one ounce of rancour behind him. Thls is a marvellous comblnation,'i'

» of flrmness and tact and good sense and imaglnation for the future. 'And-itls
.“important that he should have done it in Afrlca because though«we talk about

_

one hot Spot in the world after another- and they seem to change every year ; j

very fow people doubt that the developments in the Afrlcan Contlnent in the next %

ten years are g01ng to occupy an 1ncreas1ngly 1mportant place in the thoughts. o

-,»of all of us. And of course, w1ll have 1ncraa81ng signlficance for uss

- Don't forget that from our p01nt of view it's a very grave matter that hundreds’“
of milllons of people in China should have come under communlsm, it would be a

:

double tragedy ie the Communists, who havethelreyes on Afrloa, should succeed

e establlshlng themselves by caplta1i31ng the 1nterests, the enthu81asm, thev ol

‘;emotlons of the natlve 1nhabitants and pointlng out that thelr white colonlal

powers are belng unfalr to them and falllng to see their pointofview. 'Thls,
wasfa-master stroke by Harold»Macmillan.



16 March 1960

-

Personal

 Dear lr. Plimsoll,
I an asked bj the laranefi;yraterceS to

acknowledge your letterof 14 March and to

thank you for making available to him a copy

of the portion relating to Africa from a

speech delivered by lMr. R.G. Menzies, on

2 March, to the State Executive of the Liberal

Party of Victoria, Mr., Hammarskjold has noted

this with interest.
:

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Bunche
Under Secretary

Excellency
lr, James leon.l, COB.E"
Permarent Representative of Australia

‘to the United Nations
750 Third Avenue, 22nd floor
New York 17’ Hels


