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Falestine ‘uestion requested the Secretary-ieneral1o report ve
the Gounedl £n his diserebion bub met later thas one momth from
the date of the resclution on the implementation siven to the

On 6 April I left for the Middle Past for consultations

with the Governments concernedon the snestions raisedin the
Security Couneil resolutien. My disenssions have been geing on
sinee arrival in the region and will mot be concluded until 2 or 3

May. ia under such eirecumstances it is not possible for me to
eomplete my report by the date set, I would ask you o eireulate
to the Hembers of the Security Couneil this lstter as & progress
report sxplaining my approach to the assignment snd civingthe
ressons for the delay in xy finsl report, which I hope te submit

in the course of next wesk,

| The Seourity Council requested the Seerstary-Geastalte
undertake & surveyof ihe various sspects of the enforgemsnt. of

and eomplisuce with the four Genersl jynistice igreswents and

the Council's resslutions under reforence in the resolutien of
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to arrange with the Farties for the adeption of any messures
which, after discussions with the Parties and the Chief of Staff,

resolution was set Ly the Ueneral imsistice igreements and certain
previcusresolutionsunder reference. The aim of the Security

Couneil action was, on the one side, to get & picture of the state
of compliance, and on the other side, to furbther the adeption of

In earryingout my mandste, 1 havs stayed striectlywithin

it approprizte to give the sim of the resclution an interpretation

state of compliance which existed st the time of my arrival in the
region, but slse try Lo get the parties to re-estsblish somplisnce
to the grestest extent possibtle. Thus I have felt fres to rend

such re-sstablishmentof eomplisnce., In that spirit,I have re-

;mmmumanmmwmmmma

1 rave considered the basic clauses of the Ceneral irmistice

Agresments £o be those which establish a gensral cease-fire. It

ssees ,
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has, %o me, been obvious that no measures for establishing full

compliznee with procedural or substantive clauses of the General

Armistice Agreements would be fruitful and lasting unless {irmly

anchoredin s reaffirustionof the duty of all Parties concerned
to observe a cease~fire,

.

You have already eirculated documents indicating that,

at an early stage, I received such assurances from the Governments
of Egypt and Israel, These reciprocal assurances served to relieve

the threatening situation In the Gasa aves, where conditions have

since m«mw as a result of strict orders issued by

the two Governments, I have already informed you that I received

notification that such orders were in force as of 6 p.ms, 18 April

1956, end from that time on,

Hegotiations for similar reciprocal assurances w&ufimm

alxy to observe a cease~fire, with a reservation as to self-defense,

have been conducted with the Parties to the olher three Armistice

Agreements, The negotiastions have in all cases been concluded with

positive result. The texts of the messages exchanged will be annexed

to my final report.

I wish to draw attention to the difference in character

between previous cease-fires, which have been established locally,

or between military commsnders, and a cease-fire of the character
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in sy negotistions. Thegasse=fireI have aimed at under sy

sffirmationby the Uovernuents, given to the United Naticos,to
comply uneonditionslly with the fundamental elause of the varicus

expresses a4 recognition in this particular situation of the
ebligation to observe n fundsmental prineiple of the Charter.
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complisnes with the various other clsuses of the Gsneral Armistice
Agreonente. The wish te resch such full eosplisnes has been shared
by all Pasties. The problems prosenting thenselves have besn of
threemain kinde, One is the difficulty of msinteining & bslance
betwesn the remedisl action required ef ene Party and that reuired
of the sther in & gradusl spprosch to full somplianse. Another

diffieulty arises from the nesessiry and naturel relation in time
between the re-sstablishment of ecomplisnece with the several clauses.
Other difffoulties huve thelr origin in differences of opinion as
to the interpretation of various obligations, or their sutwsl

As & third stage in the approsch to the task set Ly the
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of Haff, ¥njor-GensralBurns, put before the Governwents
propossls for local arrengesents within the framework of the
imistice igreements snd the relevant Seeurity Couneil resolutione.
In important csses a;ressent bas been reached with the Parties cone
cerned. In other giges negotistions are still combimuing. In still

other esses the fimal deelelons should be postponsd.
Finally, I have considersd the problem of possible procedural

weasures siming at the strengthening of the legal framework for the
srsistice regime established by the four Agreements.

The wide fisld of study and eonsultstion resulting from ay

thet no less than five Hember Hstions are purty to the consultations,
explain why thesa have been nore time-consuming then antieipeted.
4 further vesson why it has proved impossible fully to cbserve the

all to try to stop the dangerous dovelopments vhieh dominated the
situstion in the rezica on my arrivel,
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