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TRANSCRIPT ‘OF- SECRETARY-GINERAL'S REMARKS
TN BOMBAY(INDIA), 31 JANUARY, 1086~

i.

The $ECRETARY-GENERAL This is my flrst v1s1t to Bombay, and thls 1s
-

~my flrst stop in India on a round-the-world tour. So far thls tour has taken me

to the Mlddle East. In fact I started in Athens and Ankara and went on from there

to Egypt Israel Jordan, Lebanon, Syrla, Iran, Iraq and flnally, to Paklstan.f_
' After Indla, I will go on to the countrles in South East Asia and flnally;

to Australia and New Zealand. I Wlll stay in Indla the better part of aweek
flrst here in thls short stop in Bombay; later T will stay a couple of days 1n

Bangalore and £inally, I will go to Delhi as the guest of the Government.
o

I am happy to be back here In Indig. 1 was here last year but only for a

-

short stay in Delhl on my'way to Peklng. The reason for this whole trip has been

that I felt that it is rlght and useful if the Secretary—General goes out and
'

v1slts Member countrles, even if the stay can only be a short one. It is rlght

contrlbute so essentlally to the work of the United Nations._It 1s useful because

it brlngs the problems of those countrles much closer to h1m and to the
o

Organlzatlon He has an opportunlty to talk not only to the delegates invyyy:,,
New York, but also to other representatives of the people and polltlcal leaders

|

in thelr natlonal settlng.' I hope that it will also prove useful in another
»

sense that it may brlng home to the peoples where we go that the Unlted Natlons‘;
1s a liveand actlve body, not only a polltlcal organ somewhere far away, but

o

somethlng which takes a dlrect and keen personal 1nterest in what 1shappenlng

everywhere and in the problems of peoples everywhere. eiE

I ‘have now ended my trlp to the Middle Eastern countrles., Yesterday l was .,.
in a poaitlon to 1ssue a statement from Karach1 coverlng that part of the Journey.
It was a statement flrst of all of gratitude to all ‘the Member Governments

;

whlch have done their utmost in order to make the Journeyfruitful and the vlsits‘
~
both pleasant and useful to me. But

|

it wag more than that. It was, from my

point of view, also an expression of the gratification, satlsfactlon and

(nofe)



~encouragement that I felt because of the attitudes sostrongly expressed by all
the countries, the Governments‘of,all the countries I'visited. I met everywhere
a reaffirmation of the C;rovernmentsl belief in and faith in the United Nations,

‘and the principles and ideals the United Nations stands for. I also met strong

expressions of their wish to abstain from any acts. of hostility or aggression

and, above all to settle conflicts, when they might arise, by peaceful means. --
“certainly a reaffirmation of principles to which all Member nations of the :

.

'United Nations are pledged., Such a reafflrmation does not add anything newtov,c
the picture, but all the same 1t is valuable and I am sure, welcome to all who

have felt concern about the trends in the present world situatlon., I was happy.
'to get those reaffirmations that aid not, in any way, as I say, surpriseme. .
All the same, 1t represented considerable encouragement to us in our work in the.
United Nations.

I said that I w1ll stay a few days here in Bangalore, in India._ The
’

:immediate reason for my g01ng to Bangalore 1s that the Economic Commission for

Asia and the Far East will hold a session there which w1ll be attended also at
‘the opening by Mr. Nehru. This Economic Commission, ECAFE, 1s the United Nations

'main organ in this region of the world. It has 1mportant economic tasks, a8 it
'should have, on a continent and in countries which have before them such

OVerwhelming and such 1mportant economic problems. It is a centre for economic

co-operation and for co-operation in the social field. g
It is a pleasure for me to be able to attend at the opening of 1ts fisgnlteem

because in that way I will also get better acquainted w1th a most 1mportant part,/
vof human activities in this region. I am sure that on that occasion I willmeet
with many of the representatives of the various Member countries in Asia WbQ-‘~
are responsible for economic planning and economic rehabilitation. I can assure
you that for me, and for us all who go to Banglore, it vill ‘be a most welcomev
occa31on in our turn to reaffirm our flrm intention to help the countries of

A81a in all the respects we can in their important work and thus through

~ international co-operatlon to contribute to the happy development of the standards

of living, living conditions and the situation in general for the population 2

of the countries 1n As1a.
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