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SECRET

. INDIA DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATlONs
; .3 EAST 64TH STREE’T
NEW YORK 21, N. Y

January 10, 1954

: Text of Government of India communication

3._10 January 195# to the PreSident United Natlons General :

‘szssembly. ’ : ; RESAL G
: Begins. I have the<honour %o, refer to Resolutlon

s A/173 adopted at the #70th Plenary meeting of the General
'1]Assembly on the 8 December 1953. _ '

2 It may be recalled that the Resolutlon arose out>
‘of the initiative of the Indian Delegation. In view of the_‘
'Situation and developments in Korea the Delegation refrained

e,'on the one hand from pre551ng for a full debate on agenda

. item 18a during the sitting of the Assembly and on the other

k"de51red the Assembly to be reconvened on the 9 February 1954

'“for the same reasons. As a result of the proceedings in the
Committee and agreements reached the present Resolution ‘was -
Jointly submitted by Bra211 and India and adopted by the
Assembly without opposition, ‘

34 Sub-para (b) of para (9) of the said Resolution"
ﬁprov1des for a member state to make a reouest to the President
hof the General Assembly for the reconvening of the Assembly

"by reason of developments in respect of the Korean questlon"
' e, The Government of India as you are aware are

much involved and concerned by the developments in respect
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~- ; Ry EZAST - 64TH S’TREET :
2 ~NF_'w YORK 21, N.Y.

:‘of_the.Koreankquestionvbyjreasoniof}lndia'shChairmanship
.ofwthe:NNRC'and the presence of thevCustodial Force India
“Hinvthe’demilitarised zone}‘They‘are.alsoJmuch concerned

. about the Korean question as a whole in view of the fact
»1hthat little progress 1n the directlon of the obaectives

“Cof the United Nations has been made since the signature -
';hof the Armistice Avreement‘ : ’ | v

" ’ 5 The Government of India are fully aware oan’:;w
.kf‘the.endeavours that have been made to bring about the
;”uPolitical Conference which however has not only not mett

rbut‘there appears'little‘prospect of 1ts,being convened}n';
Ai4n the near future.fhh? | ; 7, . t . .

7 ‘ 6. In respect of repatriation, the NNRC has ’;
C:tbeen able to imolement the Repatriation Agreement only to
Ht a limited extent Any fuller implementation of the

Repatriation Agreement, or endeavour to that end LE

:-p0551ble only by agreement between or w1th two Commands

- An respect of the extension of: the periods of explanatlon‘g,'
"vuand custody and the consideratlon of alternative procedures.
"by them in regard to status and disposition of prisoners
bvin view of the Political Conference not being convened.,
' 7. The NNRC has repeatedly made suggestions and

requests to both s1des to seek . such agreements and flnally

'V‘Jletters to each 51de dated the 2 January 195% requested s
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firm answers to questions relating to the above matters.,
v 8. The Commission has received answers fromeboth
fsides; They do not offer any basis for further or‘fuller'

o implementation of the Repatriation Agreement On the other
hand they place beyond doubt the position that the C.F.I.
Cwould have to cease custody on the 23 January and the.”
tidissolution of the Comm1551on must take place before the
: 2? rebruary. i :

9 The Government of:India'has after careful and
"anxious consideration adv1sed their representative, the
| Chairman of the NNRC that in the circumstances that obtain,‘
~ the two Commands should be 1nformed that (a) the Commlssion .
and the C.F. I. cannot but cease custodial function and
~_duties on the 23 January, (b) the Commission cannot but

“'iaffectlits dissolution before 23,February, aqd (e) thei
.Commission can~naither release the prisonerS'nor'"declare”hiif-
'their relief to civ111an status" or decide as to their
'disp051tion. : S

; lO.,The Government of India considers that the only
lanul, correct and peaceful gourse that»the Commission can o
_adopt 1n.the context of the situation that confronts it is
to restore the unrepatriated prisoners of war to former and

respective detaining sides. The Government of India has

adviseé their representative, the Chalrman of the NHRC,
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'accordingly. | :
11, The NNRC has submitted interim renorts to
'vtwo Commands and will no doubt make its final report before
. its dissolution. _ i
v e The procedures laid down in the Repatriation >
;lAgreement and its processes having been 1mp1emented but
vto a limited extent the Commiss1on, having . found itself
11ncapacitatedifrom further implementation of them,
:fincapa01tated from making any deci31on on the status and

"disposition of prisoners and hav1ng found 1tself therefore‘

fobliwed to restore prisoners to tatgs g o an te, Government'

Hof India considers that the horean problem must now be
"considered by the Assembly both in respect of the working
}of the Commission and the issues which 1 has found itself
‘incapacitated from resohving. v
“ 13 Government of India also considers that the,:
mainvaim of the United Nations in Korea namely the settlement .
e OE the Korean question has made little progress since
signing of Armistice. The negotiations in.respect of
" Political Cohference haVe reached deadlock the Armistice
rests uneasily on.the basis’of two sides remeinimgion a
war footinCr and threats of violence menace even this
uneasiness and armed stalemate.

1%, Government of India has always exercised
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.”much caution and restraint in their anoroach to this questlon '
n;and in making any proposals in regard to it having regard to .
.the complexity and gravity of the issues 1nvolved.i_ upe
' : 15. In view however of the position of the
,prlsoners of war issue as set out hereln and India s special
Vresponsibility in respect of it both as Chairman of the NNRC
rand the role of the C F I. in Korea Government of India
: feels that the cons1deration of the Korean questlon by the
; General Assembly should take place 1n reasonable time before
;the dissolution of the NNRC. i '
v 16. Further the deadlock in respect of Politicalr"
'VVConference and the lack of any other step which would help
towards settlement of the Korean question also renders
"‘fhcon31deration of it by'the,Assembly necessary, appropriate
and urgent;'vz i : e A
: l7v'Government of”Indiatrequests-yOu'Madame
'hPre31dent on whom General Assembly has placed respon51bllity :J”n
‘P of reconven&ng the Elghth Se351on to do so at an early date
“and in reasonable t1me prior to the dlssolution of the NNRC.

-1 avall myself of the opnortunity to convey to you -

- Madame Pre31dent the assurances of my hlghest con31deration.

: Ends.




DIA nE:L.E:GAn' N 'ra “THE UNITED NATIONS

. NIW YQRK 21, N Y

January 10, 1954

‘Message'to‘thejSéétetéf%}Géneral of the United Nations

’ icffrdm the President of t?avﬂﬁiteaﬁﬁétions General Assembly.

; ggglggz‘ I send herewith a*cOpy’of a communication
"I have received today from the GOVernmant of India in respect

' }or the Korean questionf”nd arising from Rasolution A/173

:_fpassed by the General Assembly on the 8th December 1953.

2. Tha Government of India, 1n making this request
to me, have cited and a#ailed themselves of the provisions
of sub-para:(Db) of para*zgof the Resolution. The Resolution,
as you are aware, requests the President to reconvene the

.Eighth Session Pwith the concurrence of the majority of

'-'member states"

Yk consider that the request of the Government of
India is.warrantedﬂby'the @evelcpqents in respect of the

',Kofean question as contempiatcd"by"the Resolution and one

~ which, I venture to think, will meet with the favourable

response of member states.

4, The Government of India have made no specific
suggestion as to the dafe'of reconvening the Eighth Session,
but have requested thac»itcshould be in "reasonable time
‘ prior to the dissoluticn‘of the NNRC". An appropriate date,
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in my judgment, would be the 9th February, which falls midway

between the two relevant dates of the 23rd January and

23rd February and is also on a Tuesday which, as;you know, 1s
the day of the week on which the General Assembly has usually
been convened.

5. I therefore prsppse to seek the concurrence of
member states to the convening of the General Assembly on the
9th February at 1500 hours at New York. ,

6. In view of the limited timé available I am
telegraphing this communication to you .and shall be grateful
if you will also telegraph in the usual manner my
communication to member states, text of which I place below.
I would also appreciate your informing me from time to time

g't
of the replies received.[%%h %

Text of communication to member states.

Begins: I have the honour to refer to Resolution
A/173 péssed by the General Assembly on the 8th December 1953.

2. The Government of India have availed themselves
of the provisions in sub-para (b) of para 2 of the said
Resolution and requested me to reconvene the Eighth Session
of the General Assembly "in reasonable timgzigrthe date of the
dissolution of the NNRC" which, they inform me, should take
place before the 23rd February.

3. The request made by the Government of India
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is 1n my considered judgment, warranted by the "developments
in respect of the Korean question" as contemplated by the
General Assembly's Reéolution. :

. The Government of India have made no specific
suggestion as to the date of reconvening the Eigﬁth Session.
An appropriate date, in my judgmént, would be the 9th February,
which falls midway between the two relevant dates of the

23rd January and 23rd February and is also on aiTuesday

which, as you know, 1is the day of the week on which the
General Assembly has usually been convened.

: 5, In pursuance of the request made to me by the
General gssembly, I request your concurrence to the
initiative I am taking in reconvening the Eighth Session
of the General Assembly at New York on Tuesday, the
9th February, 1954, at 1500 hours. In view of the limited
time available, I shall be grateful if you will communicate
_your reply to the Secretary General by telegram, as early
tas possible, and, in any event, prior to the 22nd January.
I1f, for any reason, your reply 1is not received by that date,
I shall venture to presume your concurrence with the
initiative I have taken in this matter.

6., I feel sure that member states, having regard to

the grave responsibilities resting on the Commission and

particularly, on 1ts Chatrman, and on the Custodial Force of
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i

India, as well as the importance of the unresolved aspects
of the Korean question and the continuing deadlock, will
readily concur in the initiative that I have taken in

‘pursuance of the General Assembly's Resolution.’' -~

\ Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit

Ends.




The Secretary-Ceoneral presents his compliments to

and has the honour, following upon a request by the President of
the General Assembly, to trensmit the text of a communication dated
10 January 1954 from the President with regard te reconvening of
the eighth session of the General Assembly on 9 February,

In accordance with paragraph 5 of the communication, the
Secretary-General would appreciate receiving the reply of your
Governnent as early as possible, and in any event, prior to 22

January 1954,

11 January 1954




COMMUNIGATION DATED 10 JANUARY 1954
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
70 ALL MEMBER STATES

1. I bave the honour to refer to A/HSICLUTION/173 passed by
the Ceneral Assenbly on 8 December 1953.

2. The Government of India have availed themselves of the -
provisions in sub-paragraph (b) of 2 of the said resolu.
tion and requested me to reconvene the e session of the Cenoral
Assembly "in reasonabls time prior to the dste of the dissolution of
the Neutral Nations Repstriation Commission® which, they inform me,
should take place before 23 Pebruary.

3. The request made by the Governmemt of India is, inwcw—
sidered judgment, warranted by the "developments in respect of the
Korean question” as contemplated by the (General Assembly's resoluticn.

4« The Government of India have made no specific suggestion as
to the date of reconvening the eighth session. An appropriate date,
in my judgment, would be 9 February, which falls midwey between the
two relevant dates of 23 January and 23 pebruary and is also on a
Tuesday which, as you know, is the day of the week on which the General
Asseubly has usually been convened.

In pursusnce of the request made to me by the General Assembly,
I request your concurrence to the initiative I am taking in reconvening
the eighth session of the General Assembly at New York on Tuesday, 9
february 1954, at 1500 hours. In view of the limited time available,
I shall be grateful ir you will communicate your reply to the Secrstary-
Generel by telegram, as garly as possible and, in any event, prior to
22 January, If, for any reason, your reply is not received by that
date, I shall venture to presume your concurrence with the initiative
I have taken in this matter. J ; :

6. I fesl sure that Member States, having regard to the grave
responeibilities resting ou the Comnmission and particularly on its
Chairman, and on the Custodial Force of India, as well as the importance
of the unresolved aspscte of the Korean question and the continuing
deadlock, will readily concur in the initiative that I have taken in

pursuance of the General Assembly's resolution.

(Signed) Vijaya Lakshmi PANDIT
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concurrence, However, much of that sentiment was liquidated
you approved the modifieation of thess two pednts.

I think it is of great value to our mmooth
future pattern of possible Assembly meetings for us to remain
¢lose contast with each other by lsttex or cable. On
the curremt contacts possible here, I can, on wy side, keep you
informed sbout the attitude of delegations with respect to current
issues. If a situation should arise ealling for
of the Assembly, I feel that a eonsultation between us on
gedural pattern to be followed would prove useful.

the pro-
I would appreciate on your side an occasional sppraisal of the
situation as you see it. My best jJudgment at the mement is that
there would not seem to be any spect for the calling of the
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Assexbly for several menths, some emergensy should arise.
Yours sincerely,
Dag Hammarsikjold
Secretary-General

Enslosures (65)

P.8. I am also enclosing a copy of document A/2636 containing

the text of a ecablegram of 29 January 1954 addressed to
me by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Central
People's Government of the People's Republic of China,

D.H.




80 25/01 (8th)

Mm Pandit,

Enclesed I am sending you copies of all the commmications
ressived in reply to your commmication of 10 January 1954 with
mummmhnmn@rwmmumu
on 9 February. :

¥We shall also send you the first of the week a copy of document
5, Sings there have been many delegation inquiries regarding
the exact form of the replies, we felt it desirable to provide more
{nformation in the swmary of the poll than has been the case in
past pells of delegations. The annex which will be attached to the

consist of extracts from the replies of delegations.

OGnee the call for the Assembly had been initiated, I felt that
on balance - with reservation for pessible new developments of the
om talks - it would have besn better that the Assembly should

3 have been convened en the date suggested. If I may ap-
‘praise the attitude of delegations on the question, their rather
o0l and unenthusiastic response to the call arose frem (a) the
feeling that 1little value could be derived from a discussion of the
priscner-of-war issus at its present stage; (b) that if there was
2 genuine prospect that the Panmmjom comversations were to be
resumed, full oppertunity should be given for thelr dewelorment
freed from possible effects of a prior or simultanecus Assembly
discussion, less likely to yield positive results than such con-

Additional factors affecting the attitude of delegations were
the Berlin Conference and the pessible sonflict of the General
Asseubly with thg Conference of the Organisstion of American States.

Her Exsellency

¥rs, Vijaya Laksimi Pandit
President

United Natiens General Assembly
‘s/0 Ministry of External Affairs
N“ m. m.




8G 25/01(8th) 3 February 1954

Dear Madame Pandit, _

Enclosed I am sending you the text' of documents A/2637 and
A/2635/Add,1., The former contains the text of a eablegram from
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratie People's
Republic of Korea and the latter concerns a commmication from
Panama that their letter to me of 18 January be interpreted as
not concurring to the reconvening of the Assembly,

Yours sincerely,

Her Excellency

Mrs, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
President

United Nations General Assembly
¢/o Ministry of External Affairs
New Dtlhi, India,




5 February 1954

Dear Madam Pandit,

Before you left New York we talked about a proper time for your
return., We mentioned the beginning of Pebruary. However, I promised
you to write and tell you if I felt that you could delay your returmn
here for yet some time, In line with this promise I would like to
send you a line on the matter. .

As we are not going to have a session of the General Assembly in
Pebruary and as the Inter—American Conference in Caracas will take
practically all of March, I do not think it likely that ~ short of an
emergency - we will see any very active development here before Aprid.
1 think that you would feel that you would lose your time if you were
here. I don't know anything about your present plans, but in the
1ight of what I have said, I consider that you should not feel under
any pressure to return to New York..

We also talked about my plan to get Professor Bokhari for the
Department of Public Information and you promised me to explain to
Premier Nehru the considerations which led me to my offer to Bokhari,
That offer is so fzr conditional, but 1 feel that I have to make it
final in order to enable him to form his plans for the future., I
had hoped to have a chance of btringing it up with you again at the
beginning of this month on your return to New York. Now, with the
possibility of a postponement, I would like to ask you to send me a
line on the matter. I fear that, if I do not make a definite arrange-
ment very soon, 1 run the risk of losing a man who undoubtedly could
rcndcri invaluable services to the United Nations in the proposed ca~
pac tyo

With all good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Her Excellency

¥me, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit

President of the General Assembly
of the United Nations

c/o Ministry for External Affairs

New Dehli, India




