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SBCRET

: INDIA DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS Peen
3

.3 EAST 64TH STREET

NEZW YORK 21, N. Y

_ January10, 1954
:

Text of Government of. India communication

~Iu10 January 1954 to the Pres1dent Unlted Natlons General :

‘JJAssembly.
R e v -

b

'

Begins. I have the\honour T refer to Resolutlon

}:vgtA/l73adopted at the 470thPlenary meeting of the General

’1{Assembly on the8 December 1953.-<
_

'

7

: -{ 2 Itmay be recalled that the Resolutlon arose out'_
of the inltlative of the Indian Delegation. In view of the f_rd

"Sltuation and developments in Korea the Delegation refrained L

‘nngdon the one hand from pre551ng for a full debate on agenda

citem 18a during the sitting of the Assembly and on. the otherv
;de51red the Assembly to be reconvened on the 9 February l95#

“v[for the same reasons.As a resultof the proceedings in the ;f7
'ijommittee and agreements reached the present Resolutionwas

-

Jointly submitted by Bra21l and Indla and adoptedby the

Assemblywithout opposition.
=

‘

o o Sub-para (b) of para (9) of the said Resolution

‘fprovides for a member state to make a reouest to the Presidente
fihof the General Assembly for the reconvenlng of the Assembly
‘"byreason of developments in respect of the Korean questlon" ies
o

A The Government of Indla as you are aware are

’1Lmuch involved and concerned by the developments in respect
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s‘ef the Korean question by reasonof India s Chairmanshlp

lof the NNRC and the presence of the Custodial Force India

s the demilitarised zone. They are’also much concerned

,,about the Korean question as a whole in v1ew of the fact

Cj!thatllttle progress 1n the directlon of theobjectives

‘ftof the United Natlons has been made since the signature,i,g:”fi
Fvof the ArmisticeAsreement‘

‘

_ |

'

|

5y The Government of India are fully aware of<7”l’¥'“

.k;:the.endeavoursthat havebeen made to brlng about ‘the

lacitlloPtfifConference whlch however has not only not metv
: pbutthere appears1ittle prospect of its belng convenedfg'jiii':l
C‘hinthe near future.”:"

s
’

o
_

’

T
»

6' In respect of repatriatlon, the NNRC has‘
:

:;ebeenable to imolement the Repatriation Agreement only to

M;ha 11m1ted extent_Any fuller implementation of the
|

_Repatriation Agreement,}or endeavour to that end, is

}’p0551bleonlyby agreement between or with two Commands

C;'ln respect of the extension of the periods of explanationj.'f-?h
fi:andcustody and the consideration of alternative procedures,fsfh:
C:bythem in regard to status and disposition of prisoners

nil;flview of the Political Conference not being convened.‘
'

-

7.The VNRC has repeatedly made suggestions and

requests to both sides to seek such agreementsand finally
-

hfb _letters to each 51de dated the 2 January 1954 requested
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firm answers to questions relatingto the above matters.

ths

D The Comm1331on has received answersfrom both

f51des. They do not offer anybasis for further or fuller

implementation of the Repatriation Agreement Cn the other"i

~ hand they place beyond doubt the pOSition that the C.Fol,
.7efjwou1d have to cease custody on the 23 January and the

tfdissolution of the Commission must take place before the

; 22 rebruary.
. ’;

- .

|

9 TheEGovernment of7India'has‘afterbcareful:andff
’anxious consideration adv1sed their representative, the

:

Chairman of the NNRC, that in the circumstancesthat ‘fi,niatbo
 the two Commands should be 1nformed that (a) the Commission

o

zand the QP I. cannot but ‘cease custodial function and

~duties on the 23 January, (b) the Commission cannot et

"ffeffectits dissolution before 23 February and (e) the

(Commission canneither release the prisoners nor"declare
4Etheir relief +o civ1lian status" or- decide as to their

:dlSPOSItlon.: l”' | ‘
e

1

:f‘ 10. The Governmentof India considers that the

.1lawful, correct and peaceful course that the Commission~

,adopt in the context of the situation that confronts it ‘tu
4o restore theunrepatriated prisoners of war to former l'ff» 7

“respectivedetaining sides. The Government ofIndia has

4,adviseé their representative, the Chairman of the NNRC,V
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: ‘accordingly.
i

The NNRC has submitted 1nter1m reports to

= two Commands and will no doubt make its final report before
.

feits dissolution.:f'
‘ ‘

T

\

s

12 Theprooedures laid down in the Repatriation -

“‘;rAgreement and its processes having been implemented but

}to a limited extent the Commiss1on, having . found itself

tincapacitatedfrom Iurther implementation of them,
;fincapa01tated from making any deci31cn on thestatus and.

.

5dispcsitionofprisoners and hav1ngfound 1tself therefore:_
lbrfobliged to restore prisoners to tatgg ggg a_tg, Government' tj,

Hof India considers that the horean problem must now be
:

|

A'con31dered by the Assembly both in respect of the working

;of the Commission and’ ‘the issues which it has found itself

lincapacitated from resolving. :
:

" |

13. Government of India also considers that thevpl
v,main aim of the United Nations in Korea namely thesettlement

n;of the Korean question has made little progress since
.

signing of Armistice. The negotiations in respect of
:

‘;Political Conference have reached deadlock the;Armistieefn
rests uneaSily on‘the basis of‘two sides.remainimg'cn a

- war footinCr and threats of v1olence menace even this

.uneasiness and armed stalemate.

o1k, Government of India has always exercised
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"?.much caution and restraint in their aooroach to this question
i

',r;and in making anyproposals in regard toit having regard to
=

’;the complexity and gravityof the 1ssues 1nvolved. 1 nhe
' :

15. In fie1vhoweverof the position ol‘tne

’,prisoners of war issue as set out herein and India S spe01a1

.Vresponsibility in respect of it both as Chairman of the NNRC‘
“fand the role of the CF.I. in Korea Government of India

vfeelsthat the con31deration of the Korean question by the
1‘General Assembly should take place 1n reasonable time before f
‘the dissolution of the NNRC.

G ‘, £
e

'

k

16. Further the deadlock in respect of Politicallt:”
'edConference and the lack of any other step which would help

'

ftowards settlement of the Korean question also renders}c
‘;p_fcon31deration ofit by the Assembly necessary, appropriate ;J“’

‘Tiand urgent.
| h f

’ '

-

v
A

‘

'

17 Government of India requests you Madame
. 5hPres1denton whom General Assembly has placed respon51bilityi
if of reconventng theEighth Se351on to do so at an early date s

"and in reasonable time prior to the dissolution of the NNRC.
.

‘

e _

I avail myself of the opportunity to convey to youfh;
'rlMadame President the assurances of my highest conSideration.f

5
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Message to the Secreta 'General’of the United Nations

f;irrom the President of theUnited4Nations General Assembly.

Qggiggz I send herewith aoopy of a communication

"~~_I have received today from the Government of India in respect

theKoreanquestio .

"“erising fromResolution A/173

pa _s.ed byth "Genez-al A sembly onthe Sth December 1953.
G_}h v. 2. TheGoverf}' fofIndia, in making this request

;H.tome, have cited and a;ailed themselves of the provisions

"of sub—para(b))of para 2 of the Resolution. The Resolution,

eas you are aware, reque tsjthePresident to reconvene the

_,Eighth bession Pwithythu oencurrence of the majority of

"r‘member states" o

:

s & consider that the request of the Government of

India is warranted by the developments in respect of the

;
':Korean question as contemplatedby the Resolution and one

‘\lffwhich, Iventureto think willmeet with the favourable

‘response of member states.- i
4. The Government of India have made no specific

suggestion as to the-dete"of,reconvening»the Eighth'Session,
~ but have requested that-itishould be in "reasonable time

:

prior to the dissolution20£ the NNRC". An appropriate date,
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in my Judgment, would'bé the 9th February, which falls midway

between the two relevant dates of the 23rd January and

23rd February and is also on a Tuesday which, as;you know, 1s

the day 6f the week on which the General Assembly has usually

been convened.

5ok thereforeypréppsevto seek the concurrence of

member states to the convening of the General Assembly on the

éth February at 1500 hours at New York.
‘

6. In view of the limited time available I am

telegraphing this communication to you .and shall be grateful

if you will also telegraph in the usual manner my

communication to member states, text of which I place below.

I would also appreciate your informing me from time to time
't

of the replies received./f
A4 %

Text of communication to member states.

Begins: I have the honourto refer to Resolution

A/173 péssed by‘the General Assembly on the 8th December 1953.

2. The Govefnment of India have availed themselves

of the provisions in sub-para (b) of para 2 of the said

Resolution and requestedme to reconvene the Eighth Session

of the General Assembly "in reasonable timEZ%grthe date of the

dissolution of the NNRC" which, they inform me, should take

place before the 23rd February.

3. The request made by the Government of India
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is in my considered judgment, warranted by the tdevelopments

in fespect of the Korean question" as contemplated by the

General Assembly's Resolutlon.

. The Government of India have made no specific

suggestion as to the date of reconvening the htflgiE Sessione

An appropriate date, in my judgment, would be the 9th February,

which falls midway between the two relevant dates of the

23rd Janua;y and 23rd February and is also on a_Tuesday

which, as you know, is the day of the week on which the

General Assembly has usually been convened.

, 5. In pursuance of the request made to me by the

.General &ssembly, I request your concurrence to the

initiative I am taking in reconvening the Eighth Session

of the General Assembly at New York on Tuesday, the

9th February, 1954, at 1500 hours. In view of the limited

time available, I shall be grateful 1f you will communicate

_your reply to the Secretary General by telegram, as early

aas possible, and, in any event, prior to the 22nd January.

I1f, for any reason, your reply 1s not received by that date,

I shall venture to presume your concurrence with the

initiative I have taken in this matter.

6. I feel sure that member states, having regard to

the grave responsibilities resting on the Commission and

particularly, on its Chatrman, and on the Custodial Force of
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India, as well as the importanceof theunresolved aspects

of the Korean question and the continuing deadlock, will

readily concur in the initiative that I have taken 1in

pursuance of the General ASSémbly‘S'Resolutiqn,x.wy;m

\ Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
{

Ends.



The Secretary-Ceneral presents his compliments to

and has the honour, following upon a request by the President of

the General Assembly, to trsnsmit the text of a commnication dated

10 January 1954 from the President with regard te reconvening of

the eighth éession of the Oeneral Assembly on 9 FPebruary,

In accordance with paragraph 5 of the communication, the

Secretary-General would appreciate receiving ths reply of your

Government as early as possible, and in any event, prior to 22

January 1954

11 January 1954



COMMUNIGATION DATED 10 JANUARY 1954
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

70 ALL MENMBER STATES

1. I bave the honour to refer to A/HSNCLUTION/173 passed by
the Ceneral Assenbly on 8 December 1953.

}

2. The Covernment of India have availed themselves of the -

rodauu in sub-paragraph (b) of 2 of the said resolu.
ion and requested me to reconvene the e sessionof the Gensral

Assembly "in reasonabls time prior to the dste of bthe dissolution of
the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission® which, they inform me,
shouldtake place before 23 Pebruary.

3. The request made by the Governmentof India is, in my con-
sidered judgment, warranted by the "developments in respect of the
Korean question” as contemplated by the General Assembly's resolution.

4« The Government of India have made no specific suggestion as
to the date of reconvening the eighth session. An appropriate date,in my Jjudgment, would be 9 Pebruary, which falls midway between the
two relevant dates of 23 January and 23 vebruary and is also on a

~ Tuesday which, as you kmow, is the day o the week on which the General
Asseubly has usually been convened.

5. In pursuance of the request made to me by the General Assembly,I request your concurrence to the initiative I am taking in reconveningthe eighth session of the General Assembly at New York on Tuesday, 9
february 1954, at 1500 hours. In view of the limited time available,I shall be gratoful ir you will communicate your reply to the Secratary-Genoral by telegram, as garly as possible and, in any event, prior to
22 January, If, for any reason, your reply is not received by thet
dato, I shall venture to presume your concurrence with the initiative
I have taken in this matter. v

<

;

6. I fesl sure that Member States, having regard to the graveresponeibilities resting on the Conmission and particularly on its
Chairman, and on the CustodialForce of India,as well as the importanceof the unresolved aspscte of the Korean question and the continuingdeadlock, will readily coneur in the initiative that I have taken in
pursuance of the General Assembly's resolution.

(Signed) Vijaya Lakshmi PANDIT
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possible :

informed about the atiitude of delegations
issues. If a situation should arise ealling for
of the Assembly, I feel that a eonsultation between the

cedural pattern to be followed would preve useful.
I would appreciate on your side an occasional appraisal of the

situationas you see it. My best Judgment at the mement is that
there would not seem to be any spect for the calling of the
Assexbly for several months, some emergensy should arise,

Yours sincerely,

Enslosures (65)

I am also enclosing a copy of document A/2636 containing
the text of a cablegram of 29 January 1954 addressed to

me by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Central

People's Government of the People's Republic of China.

D.H,



8a 25/01 (8th)

the exact form of the repli
wmhthmorthc
past polls of delegations. The ann
munmmtazmm

Gnee the call for the ua-bly had
um with reservation for pes

talks - it would have been|
have been convened en the

 praise the attituds of dnlmtien:
cool and unenthusiastic re

feeling that little value could be Mvd
priscner-of-war issue at its present
& genuine prospect that the Panmmjom
resumed, full opportunity should be iim for thely davelorment
freed from possible effects of a prior or simultanecus Assenbly
m%u. less likely to yleld pesitive results than such con-

© Yersa ®: ,

lmuflu rut.ora atroouu the attitude of delegations were

the Berlin Conference and the possible conflict of the Genarsl
Aucdlyyith thq Conference of the Organisstion of American States.

Her Exsellency
Mrs. Vijaya Laksimi Pandit
President
United Natiens General Assembly
‘s/0 Ministry of External Affairs
New Delhi, m-



8G 25/01(8th) 3 February 1954

Dear Madame Pandit,
: _

Enclosed I am sending you the text' of documents A/2637 and

A/2635/Add,1, The former contains the toxt of a eablegram from

the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratie People's
Republic of Korea and the latter concerns a commmication from

Panama that their letter to me of 18 January be interpreted as

not concurring to the reconvening of the Assembly,

Yours sincerely,

Her Excellency
Mrs, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
President
United Nations General Assembly
¢/o Ministry of External Affairs
New Delhi, India,



§ February 1954

Dear Madam Pandit,

Before you left New York we talked about a proper time for your
return. We mentioned the beginning of February. However, I promised
you to write and tell you if I felt that you could delay your return
here for yet some time, In line with this promise I would like to

send you a line on the matter,
.

As we are not going to have a session of the General Assembly in
Pebruary and as the Inter—American Conference in Caracas will take

practicallyall of March, I do not think it likely that ~ shortof an
emergency - we will see any very active development here before April.
1 think that you would feel that you would lose your time if you were
here. I don't know anything about your present plans, but in the

1ight of what I have said, I consider that you should not feel under

any pressure to return to New York.

We also talked about my plan to get Professor Bokhari for the

Department of Public Information and you promised me to explain to

Premier Nehru the considerationswhich led me to my offer to Bokhari.
That offer is so fzor conditional, but 1 feel that I have to make it

final in order to enable him to form his plans for the future. I

had hoped to have a chance of btringing it up with you again at the
beginning of this month on your return to New York. Now, with the

possibilityof a postponement, I would like to ask you to sendme a
line on the matter., I fear that, if I do not make a definite arrange-
ment very soon, I run the risk of losing a man who undoubtedly could

rcndui invaluable services to the United Nations in the proposed ca~

pacity.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Her Excellency
¥me, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
President of the General Assembly

of the United Nations
c/o Ministry for External Affairs
New Dehli, India


