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IETTER DATED 12 SEP{EMBER 1956 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES OF FRANCE AND THE
UNIIED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IREIAND ADDRESSED TO THRE

PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

*

In accordance with'instructions received from Her Majeéty‘s Government

in the United Kingdom and from the French Government, we have the honour to

address you, in your capacity as President of the ,licnfioCvytiruceS with

regard to the situation created by the action of the Egyptian Government

ig attempting unilaterally to Bring to an end éfit system of internatioral

.operation of the Suez Canal which was confirmed and completed by the Suez

Canal Convention of 1888.

2. .Since the action of the Egyptian Government‘creatéd a situation

which might endanger the free and opén passage of shipping through the Canal

without distinction of flag as 12id down in the above-mentioned Convention,
a conferencewas called in London on August 16, 1956. Of the twenty-two
States attending thatvconferenée, eighteen, representing between them over

ninety per cent of the user interest in the Canal, put forward proposals to

the Egyptian Government for the future operation of the Canal. The Egyptian
Government have, however, refused to negotiate on the basis of the above-

mentioned proposals which, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government and

of the French Government, offer means for a just and equitable solution.
Her Majesty's Government and the French Goverrnment consider that this

.refusal is an aggravation of the situation which, if allowedto continue,
would constitute a manifest danger to peace and security.
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5we'have the‘henourto be etk._

(Signed) Plerson Dixon
The Permanent Representative ofe


