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Department of Public Information
Press and Publications Division
San Francisco, Calif.

(For use of information media--not an official record)

CAUTION -- ADVANCE RELEASE ; Press Release SF/2
21 June 1955

Hold until delivery
Check against delivery

ADDRESS OF AMBASSADOR CYRO de FREITAS-VALLE,
HEAD OF THE BRAZILIAN DELEGATION
21 June 1955 .

Mr. President,

President Truman has very adequately said that one should not emphasize
the defects of the United Nations Charter and obscurc its outstanding value.
Presidont Hoover showed understanding of the difficulties here encountered,
very similar indeed to those which the Leaguc was unable to deal with., Having
in mind the words.of these eminent statesmen, I believe that in all fairness
we ought to go further, not limiting our remarks here to what this Organisation
has bceh able to achicve but also pointing out situations which, as a result of
the action of the United Nations, did not degenerate into conflicts but, in a
number of cases, have becn satisfactorily resolved,

This incscapably lecads us to the question of whether the ten ycars which
have elapsed since the days of the San Francisco Conference have becn madd'
bettor or worse because of the cstablishment of the United Nations. No one, I
should say, can deny that this Organisation has becn beneficial to Mankind and
has saved it from many hazards., Of course, the first commitment of the United
Nations—-the maintcenance of Peacc--has been fulfilled but in part, chiefly
boecause Mankind inherited from the War only a Peace with mistrust. On the other
hand, it has been contended that we are devoted here to relevant but subsidiary
activitics to which we attach undue importance in order to prevent the close
scrutiny of our performance ih‘thc political field.
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It is time, Sir, if I may say so, to answer these criticisns. It is time
to recall that many countries cmerged from their non-sclf-governing status to
bocome members of our One World by the hand of the United Nations, using the
nachinery designed by the United Nations for this purpose and sét up in San
Francisco ten ycars ago. It is time to proclaim that millions of human lives
have been saved by the cefforts of our World Health Organisation and by the

brotherly cooperation of UNICER, It is also time to stress the benefits recceived

by many countrics through Technical Assistance and to hope that it will be

cxpanded nanifold.

This occasion of rcjoicing is not the most suitable one for secking to
ascertain the guilt for whatever failures may have occurred in the past. We
should rather ponder on how casily the problem of Trieste and the question of
the Treaty with Austria were settled, after so many and such long delays, the
rorient thosc directly concermed with the establishment of Peace sct aside their
prejudices and honestly faced the facts. Within hours, solutions were happily
reached for issucs which had for years been unhappily discussed. I an confident,
and nay God prove me right, that the tide of Peace is flowing in and slowly
gaining ground. And Brazil hopes that Italy and Austria will be arong us very
soon, followed thereafter by other peace-loving countrics.

The advent of the Atomic Age nay prove that War cannot be used any longer
as an instrunment of policy, at least between great powers. Willing or unwilling,
statcesmen have to adnmit that it is here, within the framework of the United
Nations, that they have to solve their differcences and that Aﬁoms for Peace arec
to be their and ocur progran for the future.

The c¢ity of San Francisco, whose gencrous hospitality is so greatly
aporeciated, was the place to wherc the eye and hopes of men and women all over
the carth converged in 1945:. The Charter we wrote here was then hailed as the
Great Pronisc of responsible men not to throw men against nen and not to use
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force as an instrument of policy, but to scek honestly our well-descrved and

so ruch hoped for peace. San Francisco is today the city where that hope has
been reborn. Let us pray that the decisions taken here will bring forth the
true and rcal V-Day which we have been longing for, the V-Day of men who can
without fear co-cxist in brotherhood as is the command of the Almighty.

I thank you, Sir.




