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Dear AMr, Sc¢cretary General:

Thank you ver
te addreeg tha

Y zuich for your cordial invitation
commemorative celebration of theUnited Nations, to be held in San Francisco inJune,

For some time [ have fclt that the engagementsalready represcnted on My calendar were tooHUIMCrous to perinit (he inclusion of another one,especially ore involving a trip across the contj-‘nent, However, in view of your expressedconcern and Interest, | shall take the mattepapadn undey advisement and win) try to give youa definite angwer within a matter of a few days,
Apain my thanky for the: compliment implicit inYOUr jnwvita tion.

tiis Ex ellency

Sincerely,

Harer arg iKjold
deckntiry General of the United NationsUrited Iationg, New York_
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18 May 1955

Dear Mr, President:

Through Ambassador lLodge and in other ways you will have heard

about the keen hope of all working in and for the United Nations to
see you at the 10th coomemoration in San Francisco as spokesman at
the closing session, on 26 June, not only for our great host country
but also for all fight.or. for peace and justice. You will also have
received from the authorities of the city of San Francisco their in-
vitationto you. I feel that they are looking forwardto your pos-
sible participation as the ecrowning event of this commemoration
weekto which they are giving so much thought and effort,

Personally, I have not felt that I should send you a formal in-
vitation wnless and until the plan was approved by you, and as I have
not had the privilege of seeing you, I have therefore so far had no

opportunity to express my personal views., However, I trust that you
will permit me to do 0 now in this informal way.

We pass at present a most crucial period in the work for peace
in which the United States is playing such a decisive role, At

this time it seems more essential than ever to strengthen the faith
and give direction to the will of all those who support the efforts
for which the United Nations stands as a symbol, Therefore, the
celebration in San Francisco has taken on a new significance, It
will be organized at a time when a renewal of the pledge of Member
Governmentsto the ideals expressed in the Charter will be of real
significance, I feel that anything which might be interpreted as re-
flecting doubts, hesitation or reserve will be given exaggerated sig-
nificanceand may harm the work for peace. Especiallyit seems to
me to be essentialthat the great nstionwhich at presentis the
leader of the free world in the fight for peace should in the minds
of all the world be closely idemtified with what the United Nations
stands for,

The Honorable Dwight D, Eisenhower
President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington, D.C.



Thus - quite apart from the very great privilege for
all who work in and for the United Nations as well as for
the people on the West Coast that your personal attendance at

the closing session would mean - all that your (resence sym-
bolizes would have a much wider impact and significantly con-

tribute to the work for peace which now may have got a new

chance,

I am well aware of your heavy responsibilities as well
as of the difficulties that may exist to fit a visit to San

Francisco into your other plans, but convinced of the signi-
ficance of this occasion I have felt that you will understand
me if in this way - which is the only one now available to
me - I bring to your attention my personal views on the matter.



 


