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Sir Bertram, Gentlement

I would be less than human if I was not extremely moved by what
Sir Bertramhas said. 1 do thank you most warnly for coming here in
such distinguished numbers. You, Sir Bertram, have said such
extremelykind things! at lesst straining the word in ny favour very
greatly « but I do thank you sineerely. I have heard from many of
your faith in and kindness to young men - and I am on the ocecasion of
this vieit to ny own country the proud recipient of your generosity,

A man is always as strong as his friends, and in the particular
elash vhen I fell foul of General Blemey, to which you have referred,
thereare two people in this room who stoed very solidly beside me -

Charles Moses and Daniel McVey and, without the particular suppert I
got from the Austreslian Broadeasting Cormission who stood hy me

throughout, and for very many friends, I would have been finished.
1 count myself very fortunate in having such extremely good friends,

Now,as you kmow, that particular debacle led to things which I
never expected: and, to an involuntary exile. 4And so in England1
stayed, and so in fact I have remained abroad; and, becauseof that,
in a sense, I rather feelI am not the chap to speak sbout the ques-
tion of Commonwealth migration « particularly the question of wrging
people to migrate from England, 1In fact, my familyand I have fairly
firmly settled in Englendt and, to be frank, no one has ever offered
me & job in Australia, I came back to Australia in 1944 but no one
offeredme a jobt I suppose there was no particular niche for me teo
£i1l. So to Englend I retumed: but I have tried in many spheres to
serve the country of ry birth in whose great destiny I believe most
firmly,

It might be useful if I talked about the geners] situation abroad,
as it appears to & correspondent living for the most part in Europe
and frequently visiting the United States, Far East snd Asia; and
its bearing upon Commenwealth poliey in this present world situation -

this very uncertain and unpleasant situation,

I do not believe that we are living on the edge of a third world
war - that 1953 is the counterpartof 1938, I do not think that we

 are

confronted with s situation that 2 world war is bound te be provoked,
I do not think there is any comparison between Russian poliecy teday andGerman policy in the 30's. I believe that the su preme interest of the
Russians and Chinese is to avoid & world war - to play the game
cautiously whenever they find themselves running into a situation which
could lead to anotherwar,

Why, then, are the Russians mainteining such a large forece ? .

I think that we have got to take into acecount initially the fact that
the Rus:isns 2re scared of the West: and, that they uncuestionably
believe that in due course capitalistic civilisation is bound te
eollapse, =nd before that collapse comes the eapitalistie world will
be forced to come into a wer with the Soviet Unlon. And they are
preparing themselves in strictly military terms with 2 very substantial
numberof troops. Why then do I feel that the Russians will, fora
eonsiderable time, pursue the policy of avoiding a world war and merely
maintainingthe tension just short of war ¥ They would have gone for
Germany, the key to Europe in 1948, vwhen the West was defencelessif
they were ready. They made a tentative move in Berlim, but when we
met that blockade by the Berlin airlift, and when we broke it, they
accepted it, lifted the blockade, and came to terms, That was, 1
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believe, purely due to the fact that Russia did not possess atomic
weapons, and the United States did: particularly in regard teo the
variety of weapcns and the means of delivery., What was the
restraining factor then, is a restraining factor today. The United
States of America has solved the immediate problems with regard to
the hydrogen bomb, and could perhaps use it, The means of delivery
is available today to the Americans and is not available today to
the Russians, and for that reason I believe the Russians will not
feel sufficiently strong in atomic weapons to commit their whole
cause to the hazakd of a world war.

For the last four years the Russians have made no attempt
~to build up in Berlin: and the Russian forces in Eastern Germany
have remained the same., There has been no increase in Russian
strength: no attempt to maintain their margin of superiority and,
in fact, they have event aken aireraft away from Germany to strengthen
their defences in the Caucus and the Ukraine,

I believe, that so far as Europe is concerned, the Russians
realise they cannot move anywhere without provoking a world wars
and that is why they have turmed their attention to Asia, They
provoked the attack in Korea, and when their plan was carried the
Chinese came in and Russia was content to remain in the background.
It is quite striking, I think, that the volume of supplies maintained
from China to the Vietminh is still extremely small, and yet the
Vietminh are extremely short of supplies, artillery and ammumnition.
Both the Russians the the Chinese, I think, are determined to avoid
a world confliet and pursue, by penetration, the gradual disintegration
of the West, I think that this would be the view of the Foreign
Office and probably the State Department at Washington as well.

But, there is no prospect at all of getting a joint and complete
settlement with Russia, although we may be able to treat with the
Russians on particular issues to ease the temsion in particular places.
When the tension becomes too much for them you can get a temporary
settlement, but I think it is vain to hope that at any time within the
next ten or fifteen years we can get the kind of settlement with Russia
which will lead to a general relaxation and a substantial reduction
of armements., I feel we are in for a long period of strain, of little
Koreas, of big Malayas, wherever the Russians promote conflict -

particularly in Asia where, for a variety of reasons, the opportunities
are so much greater,

The Russizn policy is based on these two assumptions, and on the
necessity of turmeoil - the greater the turmoil the greater the
opportunity, If, in fact, we are compelled to spend the greater part

 of the Treasureris budget on defence we have so much less available
for social funetions, This now is a fairly accepted view: and we
are likely to be in for a period of perhaps twenty or thirty years of
tension and strain, and we should be thankful if out of this there
does not arise by some miscalculation another world war,

In such a situation what should Western policy be ? The quality
we need 1s patience - especially patience at the Conference table.
One of the most encouraging aspects of the denouement in Korea - at those
interminable Panmunjon peace talks in Korea - the extent to which has
been provoked by the Chinese and the North Koreans again and again - is
the remarkable patience of the United Nations, We shall have to
exercise similar patience with the Russians or Chinese for a long timel
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The dictaters esn go on arguing and disenssing end
‘

ing for times
and te meel bthie wituatien the grest cquallily we need, I bsliaeve, is
vationce at the Confersnee table,

We may have to be prepaved o carry thins vrocess on by a2bortive
Conferenge after sbordive Confer«nce for some Wwonty or thirty years,
Put, st the saue time, we must alwys be wepared for war if it
breaks ot §  ~ wo anst he preopared for the Xind of war that sterts
nob without war-ing, bubt on conparatively short notiee. That is why
we gt maintain large armdes inQeveany, Thet is why we dare net
fall bohind in the development of seow wespons snd the whole range of
soelentific willitery developments.

A1) this invelves & dowukle Dwrden upon the Weatemn powers,
boccuse the kind of wearomns vou will reed in any European conflict
are cuite useless to you for dealing with cormunist penotration im
Kalays, There 1s the DNurther dilemwr that every round spemt on

military defence reduces our power te develop the undeveloped areas |
The time bas come when certainly in Britain, ond within the next year
in the United States, thers will have to be 5 sovieus resonsidermstion
of the belance between miiitary and econemic expenditure, The amount
spent ageinst coommism by the Western povers in the last year is
semething like one fiftieth of the amount spemt im wililary defenee.
We we are goingto meet ihis long term thrsst of commmise we have
gob to get that balance betber sdjusted, s Asia we have the

opvertunity of developing a wsy of Jife superior to sxything that esn

be orfered by the commmiaste,

I think there is 3 danger, not so rmueh of the Bussiams or the
Ameriecans deliberately storbing a war, but of & situstion developing
out. of Amerdcan impuiience and ifmpetussity, Onhe heard it from
Amerdeany anite 8 lot im 1950 srd 1951, lLast yvesr one heard not
machof 1%, ¥Ye must think im more pocitive terms of liberating
Aastern Burope,

It is impossibleto foretell at this stagewhat eritical
situation may develop in the Par Sast: and unfoptunately vou have
in power st the moment sn administration im the United States whiech

- listens Lo those who talk in terms of “getting tough with Chima®,
Sertainly the resstion im Britaln snd Bureps to Amerdesn attitudes
i3 one of profound Adseppointment, Yo fael im Lendom end Washingben

America's allies, therefore, should be in 2 position to resteain,
. Britsin can enly play this rele effeciively 4f she is soiidly backed
by the Commonwsallh,

Do not think I am suggesting Amerdca is going to lead us inte
war: what is true is, that the Amerdesns are both impabtient and
irpetuous, and unless thers iz 2 restraining ond guiding hand we may
gol some aetien Ly the United States - somethingmay get out of hand,

Iooking 2% the Commonweslth from Londom, ene gote the feeling
thet the dovelopuent of independense in eertain Dominions has gone
rather too fure I do nob mesnl thal there should bhe any subjeetion
of the Pominions to jurisdistion from Londen, At the seme time, If
we are bo play owr part in this world then the mere woeight of Britain
or the indlvicual parts of ths Coumerweslth iz net suffielert to

carry *uch influence. It seems to me that we are very gravely iv
danger of being faced with & world whieh is irrecoverably divided.

Now, 4if we iR ceseese
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The dicteters ean go on arguing and disewsaing end
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ing for timet
and to meebl thir witustien the grost cualily we nesd, I bsllave, is
vatience at the Confercnee table.

We may have to be prepaved o sarry thin orocess on by zbortive
Conferenge after sbordive Confersnce for some Wwonly or thirty years.
Put, st the asne time, we must alwys be iwepared for war if it
breaks cub &~ wo mast be propared for ths Xind of war that sterts
not without war-ing, bub on conparatively short notiee. That is why
we gt meintain lsrge armies in Oovesny. Thet ie why ve dare not
a1l bohind in the development of sew wespons snd the whole range of
sclentific nilitary developmends. ,

A1) this invelves & double Mwrden upon the Weatamn powsrs,
boecuge the kind eof weayoms yvou will reed in any Buropean cenflict
are cuite useless to you for dealing with communist penctration ia
Falays, There 1s the further dilemws that every round spent on

military defence reduces ouwr powsr te develop the undeveloped areas |
The tiame bas come when eerbainly in Britain, and within the next year
in the United States, thers will have to be 5 sevious reconsidemation
of the belance between miiitary and eeonemic expenditure, The amount
spent ageinst covmmism by the Western powers in the last yoar is
semething 1ike one fiftieth of the amount spemt im military defenee.

He we are poing to meet ihis long term thrast of commmise we have
got to get that balance betber adjusted. lIn Asin we have the
opvertunity of feveloping a wsy of Jife superior to sxything that esn

be oifered by the commmiate, .

3 , ot so much of the Bussiams or the
bely = 8 war, but of & situation developing

American impuiience and impetuseity, One heard it feom
Amerdenny auite a lot im 1950 srd 1951, last year one heard net
auachof 1%, Yo wust think im more pooitive terms of liberating

It 1s impossibleto foretell at this stagewhat eritical
situstion may develop in the Par Hast: and unfoptunately vou have
in power at the moment sn administration in the United States whiech

- listens Lo those who talk in terns of ¥getting tough with China®,
Sertainly the resation im Britaln snd Nurepsto Amerdesn attitudes
is one of profound Mseppointment, YWe fael in London and Washingbon
that President Lisenhower is skating all round the main problems
And ot times it locks as if the Bmericun spstem Just does not work.
Ameriea's allles, therefere, should be in 2 position to resteain,

. Britain can only play this role effeciivaly 4f she is solidly backed
by the Commonwealth, :

Do not think I am suggesting Amerdca is going to lead us inte
wart what is true is, that the Americsns are both impatisnt snd
impetucur, and unleas thors iz a restraining and gniding hend we my
gol some actien by the United Statos - somethingmay get out of hand,

Looking oeporweslth from london, ene gote the feeling
thet the developuent of independensein eertain Dominions has gone
vather too fare I do nob mesul thabt thsre should be any subjestion
of the Pominions to jurisdietion from londen, At the same time, if
we are bto play owepartin this world then the mgre woight of Britain
or the indlvidual parts of ths Coumorweslth iz net suffielert to

carry *uch influence. It seems to me that we are wery gravely iv
danger of being feced with & world whieh is irrecoverably divided.
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they nead to meintain thelr export trade. Britain will be in dengerof being lsft with unsidlled labourers and old age pensioners.

Turn from the sconomic guestion Lo the strategice If war does
come, Britain wi 11 be inevitably more wvulnerable than she has been
in the past, If an aggressor were to attack with atomie weapons,meny ports would be closed for mamy wenthe, Erploding & boub in the
huall of a ship in & harbour would clese that harbeur for very manymonths beeause of the lingering radio activity which would be left
behind in the explosion - quite spart from the question of atomic
explosions in harbours. There is, in fact, no snswer to the V23
the long range vocket, The Germans launched their rocket fvom Holland,The Russians could bombsrd lendon from territory they slveady held,
Rockets of that kind eould ereste wbelievebls devesiation in these greateentres of population, Britain is the obwious target,

You have what is regsrded in Britain now as the biggest cuestion
mark, and that is Mnmiricdmmvdtbhmnye:awue&mhp-ment ~ the Russians went straight for the Hydrogen bomb: bub for some
reason they have not bothered to develop the atomie weapen through ite
various stages. The Husociane have tricd and possibly succeeded im
rro-uelng the Hydrogen bosb: but the Russians nave no night fighter
forces - theyheve day fighters, But thay have not developed any
night Tighter foree for the defence of Soviet ciiies., We ean discover
no evidence at ull of this. The Russians have functional bombers like
the Americen B29, but no inter-continental bomber; no means by which
they could reply to the Ameriea: long range imter-continental bember.
Have the Russians skipped thal phese of developuent ? Nobody knows,
But the faet is, that whether they have or noi, the rockets they have
developed since the war make Britain the most vulnerable target in
the whole of the Weslurn world. aoadd da the tiue bh s e
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EESReC s COmereial jaebon e8 to sustralia, Usnade, South Afrie

NowI would like to saya few words atout Australian development,
mmhs“mmimmlbfl&pxemhwfima’mtm‘tfiwMadIto people who live here bul it does scem to me we have seen an
extraordinary transformation in the public approsch in Austrelis to the
questionof migration, There is no longer a deep grudge or politieal
agltatior sgainst migration, Bub, whereas the terget was

:

two hundred thousand & year, it is now down to 100,000, or even less,
Surely unless Austpalia can find a mesns of sbsorbing more
her moral suthority te msintain the White Australia Foliey will
diw.

Kuowlug this then, 250,000 peofle a yaar is not going to give us
the rescurces, and our claimto develop them in our own way, At the
root of this problem is the question of fuofl predustion, - population
is vp twenty~five percent si.nce 1939 - food produgtion has gone up
nineteen percent. Sinece we have estimated that by 1960 we shell
have 11,000,000 people in Australia, there will have to be faster
inerseses in food production to malatain that populstion., But surely
it is not sufficlent for Australis merely Yo grow enough food to maintainher population. VWe need capital resources and Lhe primary means of
palning thoss eapital rescurces surely is by maianteining & flourishing
export trade. this might be done is Lhe problem we have teo
down to - one way is, Lhal if we are golng to be able to absorb 1/4
million people & year, there way have to be souws kind of eontrol of
investment - we pust have sufficient ecapital to wsintain irrigation
sehemes, roads, trensport, schools, mines and hospitals. Are we in
Augtralia at this tine accumulating sufficient capital to maintain
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the kind of development that we must have ? A rough glance at
the figures suggests 2 negative reply ! To absorb so many migrants
in the next five years with a shortage of capital is going to grow
increasingly severe,

'

:

I Ymow this may be extremely unpopular with people interested in
sheep and woolt but in the problem of aceumulation of capital
resources for the development of the ceuntry, I suggest we might learn
from Burma, where the ontire rice crop is taken over and sold by the

Government. The Burmese Government buys the rice grown, milled,
uerketbed, F.0.B, for a given sum - and sells the surplus to the world

.at a profit; and this profit is used for Burmese development, If,
in faet, this bad been done with Australia wool , we would have had

2 vast fund avallable for the development of hydro-clectric schemes,
for the general development of the country, and the absorption of

migrants from abroad, Money l1s eventually taken baeck through taxation

only afber evey possible pemny is being spent - an uneconomic and
unscientific way of aequiring money for development, Surely there is
in Australia a very great opportunity now with the discovery of Uranium,
If, in fact, all the proceeds which are earmed were used for capital
development in Australia, then surely we would have found the means

of financing the schemes we need to make this country great. However,
I merely throw this thought ocut as a suggestion, What I want mainly
to emphasise is. that you rmst dewelopt and you must find the means
to that end, FEnglend is bowed down heavily with defence obligations,
and you cannot expect huge funds from there !

The Migration Council in London is a smull body of private
individuals who are chlefly concerned with influencing publie peolicy
favoursble to large-scale migration, winning over memhers of
Parlisment and leading Publie Scrvents, It is supported by a number
of Bpitish fimms who make funds available te the Migration Coumeil
for publicity purposes and to maintain a small opgenisation.  Although
the organisation is nob substantial. it has succeeded in getting
Parlisment to devebe a good dexl of ationtlon to this problem of
Migration, The main difficulty s to versuade Whitehall that massed
migration is not going to be the ruination of Britsin. I do urge

you mest strongly to think up what can be done by private aetion. :

In the future surely we can form orgenisations in the various Capital
Cities of Australis that will advocate this cause and work for it.
If we can strengthen the Commonwealth ecomomically, the Commonwealth
28 a whole, and Britain in particular, can play a strong role in

foreign affairst &nd then we can look with some confidence to the
future economiczlly. Ws esn, and we wust, play the role with greater
sutherity and greater power than st the present time, #&nd it's up to

you § You have enough mem of influence and eapscity in this room

tonight to do this, As I scarned the list of guests which Sir Bertram
8o quickly got together, I see the names ofmemy whio have already given
great servicet and of many young men who must be just longing to do

‘somebhing to give a sense of urgency to this problem of pecpling end
developing this land of great promlse.
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Introducing Mr, Wilmot, the Chairman, Sir Bertram Stevens said t

The fact that you gentlemen have, at this particular tlue of the
year, end ot such short notice, accepted the invitation te join with
me in honouring our distinguished guest, is & tribute to the high
place he holds in your esteem. 1 am sware that many of you, indeed,
have cancelled other engagementsso that vou msy meet in pevson and
honour one - who may in terms of years be referred to as a young ~

Australian - who has distinguished himself in so meny fields of servige,
This is a gathering of unicue compositiont of the fifty-two present,

Just abouwt helf are of Chester Wilmot's vintage; and, indeed, some of you
are younger., Regardless of fge ~ whether you be as young as the President
of the Chamber of Commerce,Wfr. Les Atkinson- or at or near the more
senior age level of the distinguished leader of Trade and Commerce im this
community who sits on my left, Sir Charles Lloyd-Jones - sach of you

f“meld“ high executive responsibility and leadership in some particular
& e

y

I have a special interest in our honoured guest. From personal
contaet I got to know something of the worth of his special serviece in
the Eastern theatresof wart and I well reeall - as no doubt some of
you do - those oceasions wham at eventide in the lonely places of the
Bast - of Sgypt or India - the voices of two young Australians could be
clearly heard in the B.E.C, broadcastsfrom London and from the Buropean
war centres: one the voice of George Ivan Smith whom the Australian
Broadessting Coumission seconded to the BeB.C. to tell the stery of

London's reaction to the changing and darkeming patternof wery the
other, the ever vibrant voice of our guest, Chester Wilmot, coming from
Nomandy and other battleficlds in the BEuropean zones to which the BeB.C.
had sent him! Andt 4t 48 good to reeall that our guest who lived
through these hazardous days, has ever sinee constantly been in touch
with us through broadesst and press articles and through historical
monumental recorda. :

'

Some of your have inown Chester Wilmel over many yesrs: Charles Moses,
General Msnager of the Australian Prosdeasting Conmissiom, who right
from the start both personally and through his organisation consistently
showsd his faith in his great capacity and semse of duty; Daniel McVey,
now in control of some of our msjor industrial enterprises, but formerly
of the F,M.G's Department, arringed and witnessed Wilmot's first broadeast
and, as he told me, predicted a great futuwre for himy and our good friend,
Lieut. General Eric Woodward- to whom I kmowyou would have me convey
our congratulations on his present appointment as G.0.C, of Eastern Commend
- knew our guest's work at [first hend in many a theatre of war, and who
hes alweys had faith in him,

Some of you have kuown our guest as journalist®: historiant or ever-
welcome broadeastert or through his brillient publicetions -~ particulerly
that menumental effort “The Struggle for Europe"t some of you have known
him through earlier associations of Australian colleges and Universities.
Some of you too. have been privileged te enjoy the ciose assoclation of
his loyal and warm friendship.

'

latterly, I ’tnm:ly have got to know Chester Wilmot beesuse of
his membership and iively interest in the British Migration Council -
sbout whose very worthy objectives he will speak briefly to us this

L
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