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Electien of new President was hailed with great relief,

but eny reel imprevement in situation will depend upen attitude of

President Chameun who has anneunmced his intentien of cempleting his

full term. This is quite unacceptable te oppesition who are unlikely

to lay dewn arms until they succeed in fercing or inducing Chameun te

ge. Much alse depends upen the attitude of the President-elect and

Prime Minister. Sami Solh eppesed Chehab's candidature te the last,

but was everruled by majority in Cabinet and leyalist deputies. Nature

of the vote on the President's election further indicates that Selh ne

lenger enjoys confidence of Parliament. If Chehab dees not teke any firm

action te bring about change in present Gevernment, which is incapalle

of restering law and erder, present strife would centinue. The speaker

ciuld however call a session eof Parliament which weuld deny Selh a vote

of cenfidence, and thus ferce out present Cabinet. In that event, Chamoun

would be left without a Government and would prebably be forcelte resigm,

as any alternative te Solh weuld be a Prime Minister of a very different

pelitical complexion., Chameun's departure weuld mean an interim President

ti11 September 24, who would undoubtedly work clesely with Chehab, if

Chehab himself does not assume Presidency till the date prescribed in
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constitution. In such circumstances, a marked reduction in civil

strife would be possible, and among the first acts of the new

Government would be a request for withdrawal ef US forces.

Present political scene is confused, the first act in the

drame, namely the Presidential election having been completed.

Regarding the subsequent steps, the various pessibilities have been

described abeve.

As pelitical developments here will inevitably react on

the nafure and scope of UNOGIL's functions, we are keeping a clese

watch on the p@litical situafiom. Meanwhile, we are going ahead

with our plans ferextending observation activities to the berder

areas at all poiats.
We propese to keep you informed of developments in the

political scene during the crucial peried immediately ahead.


