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Military courts in the Gaza Strip have sentenced

Said Al-Shawa, a resident of the Strip, to death on charges

of conspiring to annex Gaza to Jordan. This arbitrary action
is contrary to the principles of the United Nations, Human
Rights and Egyptian obligations regarding the adminstration
of the Strip.

The alleged plot has no foundation. A person cannot
be sentenced to death for expressing his opinions.
The Secretary-General is urgently requested to intervene
with the authorities of the United Arab Republic in order
to change the sentence and save the life of this innocent
man,

Since United Nations® forces were responsible for
liberating the Gaza Strip from Israeli occupation, the United
ANations has an obligation to protect the rights of the people

there.
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21 May 1958

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Please see telegram below. Details of the case are on pages 2 and 3
of Monitoring Report of 15 April and pages 2 and 3 of the Report of 28 April,

2, It is, however, by no means certain, even if the court has pronounced
the death sentence, that he will be executed, but it would be very bad if he
were and would raise inter-Arab tension considerably. It would also be a
most unfortunate precedent, which might well lead to retaliations in kind.

3. I wonder if you would consider writing a cautious word of warning

to Fawzi,
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