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Excellency,

1 have the honour, on behalf of my Government,
to bring to the attention of the Security Council
the recent acts of aggreesion committed by the armed
forces of the United Arab Republic against Israel
along the Israel-Syrian frontier.

Since December 1959 the area of the village of
Beth Katzir in the demilitarized zone near the Syrian
border south-eant of Lake Kinneret has besn subject~
ed to repeated harrsecments and attacks from Syrian =
military positions et Tawfiq. These military ¢
positions were illegally established beyond 3yria's
international boundary in violation of ihe General
Armistice Agreewcut and were situated inside the’
demilitarized zone in ruined and deserted houses at
Mawlfiq. : . : :

81x hundred Israel complaints lodged with the
United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, since
1957, and repeated attempts by the United Nations to
remove the illegal fortificaticns, were of no avall. =

e In November 1957 these Syrisn military
positions launched an attack on lsrael villagers,
working on their land in the presence of United
Nations observers, «illing one lsrael policeman and
wounding another. dince then relative quiet pre-
vailed in the area until mid-December 1959 when Syria
renewed her scts of eggression with the obvious in-
tent of upsetting the status quo and gaining control
over land outside her territory. T o i
The President

' Security Council
United Nations
New York, N.Y.
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The tactice adopted were to send to the area
Syrian soldiers, frequently dressed in civilien clothes -
but equipped with army rifles and sub-machine guns, who
under the pretext of farming used to cross the ditch
geparating land cultivated by Israslis from land under
Arad cultivation in order to gain control over additional
parts of the zone. Israelis approaching the Syrians in
the field to prevent the encroachments, were attacked by
them with the support of heavy fire from the military
positions at Tawfiq. : :

The Syrian armed pengtrations essumed in the last‘
weeks the character of gystematic incursicns and attacks,

On 24 December 1959 fire opened from the Tawfiq
outposts killed an Israel policeman. ;

On 26 January 1960 Syrian soldiers, accompanying
ploughmen, penetrated into the area but withdrew when an
Israel police patrol approached and called upon them to
leave, :

The next day the Syrians appeared in the area
 geveral times but at first withdrew each time Isracl 3o
police in an ermoured car shouted at them to leave. Later,,
- however, they opened fire at the Israel police who '
replied with several warning shots in the air. Single
shots were exchunged for some time between the armed
Syrians and the police. later in the day, the military
positions at Tawfiq opered heavy fire on & wider area,

On 28 January a similar attempt at penctration

into the area took place.

. In the morning of 29 January the Syrians appeared
sgain but left shortly afterwards before being challenged, .

" In the meantime the Syrian army was obsmerved concentrating
‘forcep and occupying firing positions in and around Tawfiq. ' -
'In the afternoon the encroachments resumed., Rifleand . =
machine-gun fire was opened from the Syrian outpoats whemn - -

Iasrael policemen approached end fired warping ghots, . °

i In the morning of 30 Jaruary the Syrien military .
positionn illegally maintained at Tawfiq in the demili-
tarized zone, attacked an Israel police patrol with rifle
and machine-gun fire, In the afternocon mortar fire was
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direoteod againat the fields of Peoth Katzire The flelds .
- wers epet afire., VWhen the Isrzeli villogers attempted
- to’put the fire ocut they oasne Lnd@r fire from the '
. Syrien military positions,

£ 2 On 31 Janunry the Director or Armiatics Afr&irn o
~'dn the Ierael Minisiry for Poreign Affairs informed the .
Chief of Biaff of the United Natioms Truee Supervision

.. Organization, in reply to a propuaal mede by the latter,’

that Israel im prepared "to meet with the other Party to
discuss means of preveniing recurrence of shoeting or .
penetration from across the 1nternationa1 boundsry 1nto -
the demilitarized gzone®.

- On the same day the qyriana advmwed agaiu into
the area &nd when an Israel policts patrol appeare¢d thsre,

it was attacked by strong rifle, machine-gun and mortar .
fire. Three policemen wers wounded, one of them eerious- .

ly. The United Hations Truce Supervision Organization

called on the Syrione not to interfere with the evacuation =
.. of the periocusly wounded policeman who had remsined in ol

the field. The Eyrians refused. V¥hen, after two hours e
. the yolicem&n was finally reached, he Wes found deads

- After midnigh$, on 1 Februaryo the Syrien nilitaryw‘“'“

positions sterted shelling the flelds of Bath Katzirs In
order to put an end t0 these attacks Israel Dsfence

o Porces clenrad the positions in the demilitarised soncyof-ffﬂA”

ﬂyr*an milita:y forces illegally- entrenwhed there.

; “On X ?ebruaxy the Syrian Arxy Command iBsued &
comrunigus announaing’ that Byrian forces had returned to-.

. Teufig mud the ediolning hills, thus confirming the cone \_“J;j'l
: ;'tin ied breach of ths Armistice provisions. A e

. On the same day United Arab Republic jet fighters
‘wers driven off by Ierael fightera rram abavo Hotullah
in Iareal territorys - o

i~k

In the afternoen of 1 F&bruary %he Syrlan pcaitioﬁsl.}fof
subjeoted Beth Katzir to srtillery snd mortar bombardment, e
The fir@ vas not returned fre& kha Iarmml ‘gide.

 During the night of 1-2 February Syrian poeitiona 8
directed intermitent rifle and automatic fire ngainst Beth
Katzir and the aurrounding area. : L




The above events wers surveyed by the Prime

Minister of Israel in the Knesset in Jeruecalem on
1 Pebruary 1960. Mr. Ben-Gurion explained inter
glia that Israel recognized the rights of local
Arabs to cultivate their lend, Iersel did not, how~ .
ever, recognize that Syrie had any right to inter-
fore in the zone. The United Natlons hed been
notified of this, the Prime Minister saild, and s MBI
scoordingly Arabs had bgen permitted to oultivate v .
their land, In recent days, however, Syrisa St T e
goldiers, dispuiesd as civilians hed crossed the s e
ditch beyond which, as we hzd made clear beforehsnd, '
they were not entitled to move. After a policeman
was killed (on 31 Janusry) and when sppreals to the
United Hations to secure & cessation 0f the Syrian
attempts to plough in the area were of no avail, we
felt compelled, lMr. Ben-Gurion declated, 10 remove CE
the Syrisn outpost. Israel would continmue to permit
rightful landowners to cultivate lend in the sone, - 5
but this permission did not extend to the Government, ' = =
the forces or the police of Syria. If the United e
Nations were unable to remove the Syrian forces from
the demiliterized zone, the Prime Minister asdded,

* Israel would be compelled to do 80 by herself.

: On 2 February Israel representatives requested =
the United Nations Truce Supervision Organizetion te
- offect an immediate withdrewal of Syrien forces from .. "+
Tawfiq end the demilitarized zone in gensral, In the ... ¢
evening of tanat day the United Nations Chairmen of bE e
the Isrsel-Syrian Armistice Commiseion informed the
Ssnior Iersel Delegate that United Natlions observers
had confirmed the presence of Syrisn army unite in the
demilitarized gone end that the chairmen had urgently
requested the 3yrian delegation to withdraw all arned
forces posted in the demilitariged zone,The Chairman re-' =
queasted Israel to withdraw Israeli armed personnel from the
zone., There ars no Israeli troops.in the demilitariged = '
E000., A R } yii?

 Tha United Arab Republic continues to claim and:?l@ffi”;
exercise rights of war agasinet Israel. The sots of i
ageression perpetrated by Syrien military positions in: . .

the demilitarized zone came in the wake of an 1ntenai-‘f;fl:?v
fication by the United Arad Republic of her policy of -
active belligerency towards Isrsel. In recent montha




she has increased her interference with freedom of
navigation in the Suez canal despite efforts by
the Secretary-General and maritime Powers to bring
an end to such interference. Her Government

“information media &s well as her leaders persist
%n priaching hontility and calling for war against
eraol.

As the Government of Israel has pointed out
in previcus communications to the Security Couneil, -
this policy creates a constant threat to peace in
the area. i ~ : :

I have the honour to request that this letter
be ‘eirculated to 8ll Members of the United Nationas.

Pleace accépt, 8ir, the assurances of my
highest consideration. .. A ,

Yosef Tekoah
Acting Perumanent Representative
of Israel to the United Nations

B K Ly N S s e e b o 2 i g g S s AT T 4 1Y WA R 1 AR P gt i N
G B S s _,..)ft‘:’}:ﬁff“;}:‘:;Ew‘w,ﬁ\qtiﬂwzlg‘vT:«“y‘ *1‘»1_:“"1-"}.;‘1:?‘_»‘4?),‘ Datis o W it 'N’E‘:‘V‘ ’ _au:rrg a # SRR » : e




PXw> n1vTn

ISRAEL

m‘?'l}??qg?;nn%g&: Il EAST 707TH STREET
ISRAEL MISSION 3 Fobruary 1950« YORK i NEW YORK
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PRESS RELEASE

ECR TiLEDIATE PUBLICATION

"The Syrian acts of aggrossion in the denilitarized Zone carce in
the wake of an intensification by the United Arab Ropublic of her policy
of active belligerency towards Israclsees This policy crcates a constant
threat to peace in the arca, chargss fubassader Yosof Tckoah, Israclts
Acting Permonent Roprescontative o the United Nations, in a letter subnitted
bocay to the President of the Sccurity Council for circulation anonp its
nenbers o

The letter describes in detail the "repeated harrassments and attacks®
to shich Syrian nilitary positions, "situated inside the demilitarizod zone in
ruinzd and deserted houses at Tawfiq (and) illegally established beyond
Syria's international boundaery in violation of the General Armistice Agredrmont?
have subfccted the Isracl village of Beth Katzir, south-east of Lake Kinnerot
(Boa of Galilec)e The Isracl representative statess " Relative quict provailed
in the arca until mid-Decerber 1959 when Syria roncwed her acts of aggrassion
with the obious intent of upsotting the status-~quo and gaining control over
land outside her territory, The tactics adopted were to send to the arca
Syrian soldicrs, frequently dressed in civilian clothos but cquipped with
arty rifles and sub-rachinc guns, who under the protext of farning uscd to
cross the ditch scpamating land cultivated by Israclis from land under Arab
cultivation in order to gain control overadditional parts of the zone, Israclis

approacining the Syrians in the field to provent the encroachrents, were attacked
by them with the support of heavy fire fron the militery positions at Tawfige"

The Israel note relatcs that "on January 31 Isracl informed the Chiof
of Staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organizatiom in reply to a
proposal made by him, that Israel'is preparcd !'to ricet with the other party
to discuss means of proventing recurrence of shooting or penetration from
across the International Boundary into the demilitarized zone! ",

4 statement by the Prime Minister of Isracl, David Ben Gurion, in the
Knesset in Jerusalien on 1 February, is quoted in the Isracl note to the cffect
that "Isracl*did noty however, recognize that Syria had any right to interferc i
in the (denmilitarized) zonee"* recognized the rights of local Arabs to cultivate
their land, Israel

"On 2 February, Israel representatives requested the UNTSO to effect an
irmediate withdrawal of Syrian forces f ron Tawfiq and the denilitarizod zone in
general", the note continuese"In the cvening of that day the U,Ne Chairran of
the Israel-Syrian Mixed Armistice Cormission informed the Senior Israel
Delcogate that UsNe obscrvers had confirmed the presence Syrian Arry D units
in the denilitarized zone and that the Ghairman had urgently remested the :
Syrian delegate to withdraw all armcd forces posted in the domilitarized zones
There are no Israeli troops in the demilitarized zone", the Israel note statese

The Isracl note to the Security Council concludes by declarings “The
United Arab Republic continues to claim and exercise rights of war against
Isracle In recent months she has increased her interferences with freedom of
navigation in the Suez canal despite repeated efforts by the Secretary~General
ard maritime Powers to bring an end to such intcrferencee Her government
information media as well as hér leaders persist in preaching hostility and
calling for war against Israels As the Government of Isracl has pointed out in
previous cormunications to the Security Council this policy creates a constant thre:
threat to peace in the area,"

i e e

The full text of the letter will be published as a United Nations
docure nt,




At I2.00 hours on 4 February 1960 an Israeli armored vehicle penetrated the
northern sector of the Demilitarized zone on the Syrian- Lebanese~lsraeli frontier ,
It opened machine gun fire at our front line posts,then it withdrew, _Our forces did not
return the fire,

At I3.00 hours the same day , two Israeli armored vehicles penetrated the same area &
and opened fire atour posts. Our forces returned the fire and hit one of the two armoreg
vehicles which withdrew to Israeli territory . Our forces did not suffer any casualties

There was no dispute over the right of property of the lands at the northern
sector of the demilitarized zone which Israel might have used as a pretext for that
action, Furthermore, this area had been relatively quiet for a long time, Consequently
the recent attacks constitute an aggression against our armed forces.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

. 3 February 1960

Following is the text of a letter, dated today (3 February), from Omar Loutfi
Mﬂw’
Permanent Representative of the United Arab Republic to the United Nationa, to
Sir Pierson Dixon, President of the UN Security Councils

I have the honour, upon instructions from my Government to bring
to your attention, as President of the Security Council e renewed act
of aggression by the Israeli armed forces on the United Arab Republic
(Syrian region) in violation of the Armistioe Agreement.

At 1255 hours (local time) on January 31 1960 Israeli forces
moved towards Arab farmers in the Southern Sector of the Demilitarized
Zone North of Lake Tiberias. The farmers were eccompanied by a U.N.
Observe "He Israeli Jorces ooened fire at 1350 hours. =

On the same day G»nnrel von Hoxrn raguested an emergency meeting of
the Syrian-Israeli Mixsd Armictice Ccmmission to which we agreed, although
Is“ael‘s position in this connection is not known.

At midnight January 31, and on February lst, the Israelis shelled
some of our positions in the Southern Sector to which reference has
alreaéy been made, attempting to occupy the village of Tawafik,

£% 300 aours on February lst, the Ieraslis resumed their firing on
our pos:hicins in the same Sector, and our artillery returned the fire,
The Israelis then occupied the village of Tawafik, but subsequently they
were compelled to withdraw by our forces at 530 hours on the same day.

At 830 hours of the same day, the Israelis reengaged our forces
using all weapons. :

At 11 hours again on the same day, Israeli planes violated the air
space of the Syrian region and were engaged by our planes.

At 2030 hours another engagement took place between Arab and Israeli
patrols., Israeli forces opened fire, using 120 mm caliber mortars on the
village of Tawafik. 5

(more)
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In the afternoon of February lst, Israeli forces began to evacuate
some of the Israeli settlements on the Armistice demarcation line (Kafer
Szold, Kafer Shamir), |

Israeli forces are being.continually reinforced along the Armistice
‘demarcation line. :

The above acts of aggression leave no room for doubt about the
intention of Israel to pursue its plarned aggressive policy in the
demilitarized zone in order to occupy the area, in the manner which
they have followed in occupying the Auja demiiitarized zone, in'violaticn
of the Armistice Agreements. t

The Government of the United Arab Republic takes a most serious

view of this ‘threat by. Israel to the peace and security of the area.

While reserving.the right 'of my delegation to pursue this grave
matter further; I have the honour to request that this letter be
circulated to all mémbers of the Security Councils .-




