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NOTE_TO CORRESPONDENTSP. = U Noteé Mo, 1789
: 23 April 1958

The following is the text of a statement mdde this morning in Jerusalem by
the Chairman of the Heshemite Kingdom of Jordan-Israel Mixed Armlstice Commission
as cabled to United Nations Headquakters by Major General Carl Carlsson von Ebrn,
Chief of Staff of the UN Truce Supervision Organization. The statement was made
at the conclusion of &n ‘emergencymeeting of the. Jordan-Israel Mixed Armistice
Commission following the adoption of a resolution,* which had been tabled by the

JOrdanian delegation, by the two votes of the Jordanian delegation with the

Chairman abstaining.
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i have abstained on this resolution because I do not consider that the

MAC was empowered to take a decision on the Jordanian complaint. According to the

estebllshed procedure of the MAC, agreement has to be reached between the parties

on the investigatlon of a complaint or on the admlss1b111ty of evidence in lieu

thereof before such complaint can be brought for consideration., The Israeli

delegation has rafused to agree to an investigation of the Jordanian ccaplaint.

It has also refueed to agree that the data on military equipment in the Jerusalem

area given to the Jordan representative on the Subcommittee on 21 April 1958 be

accepted by the MAC in 11eu of an investigation. During the debate, I regretfully

noted that this p051t10n of the Israeli delegation made it impossible for the

MAC to proceed with the consideration of the Jordan complaint.

'"As there has been a decision of the MAC on the matter, taken by the

affirmative vote of one party, in the absence of the other, myself abstaining,

I wish to meke the following observations:

"As regards the way in which the present situation has developed, it should

be noted that both the Truce Supervision Organization and Jordan have been faced

with a fait accompli. The Israel delegation informed me on 2hth January and

informed the Jordanian delegation on 27th February that a parade was going to be

held in the new city of Jerusalem on 2k April, but no information was then given

on the number of troops and the kind of equipment which would be brought into the

city for this purpose. The TSO sought this information repeatedly, but did not

receive detailed data until 17 April, when equipuent prohibited in the Jerusalem

area under Art, VII, Para, 1 of the General Armistice Agreement had already arrived,

As indicated above, similar information was given by the junior Israel delegate

to the junior Jordan delegate in the Subcommittee yesterday, 21 April.

"The stated purpose of Israel, in bringing prohibited equipment into the

Jerusalem area, is to have such equipment in a military)parade, in which the troops,

tanks and guns are without ammunition. There is no reason to doubt that this

represents the intention of the Teraeli authorities. On the other hand, the DHrdan

Government has considered that, irrespective of Israel's intentions, there were

risks in the situation created by Israel's action. It has taken counter measures,

:

/ more)
* For text of resolution, see Note #1790,
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announced in the communique issuedin Amman on 20 April, accordingto which

orders have been given to reigforce’thé Jordan troops in the Jerusalem area

and in the city itself and also to reinforce them with heavy weapons to the extent

and quantities necessary to face the Israel weapons. Thus, following the Israel

formal breach of the General Armistice Agreement, we are, as a cbnéequencé whilch

Jordan has deemed necessary for her security, also faced witha formal breach by

 Jordan of the seme Agreement.
S

"In the situation which now prevails,the wain preoccupation of the Truce

Supervision Organization must be twofold: to cooperate with both parties with a

view to preventing incidents while the General Armistice Agreement is he.ing violated

through the presance of prohibited military equipment or forces in the

Jerusalem aren; and to secure as soon as possible the reestablishment of

compliance by both sides with Article VII, Paragraph 1 of the General Armistice

Agreemént. Certain measures aimed atminimizing the risk of incidents have

already been recommended by the Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization.

I firmly hope thet both parties will fully cooperate with him and also that they

will dmpresson their’respective army, police and civilian population the necessity

of:complying with .the instructions they have issuedin order to avoid incidents."
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NOTE TO CORRESPOIIDLIITS
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The following is the text of a presé release issued today (23 Apfil) at
the Headquarters of the UN Truce Supervision Organization in Jerusalem.

"At the 308th emergency meeting of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan-Israel

Mixed Armistice Commission held on 22-23 April, in the absence of the Israel

delegation, the following resolution tabled by the Jordan delegation was adopted
by the two votes of the Jordan delegation, with the Chaj,rmag/abstaining:

"i1The Mixed Armistice Commission, having discussed the Subcommittce meeting

report dated 21 April 1958 written for investigation on Jordan complaint No. 609,
finds: that the Israeii authorities concentrated troops with heavy militery

equipment, 80 tenks, 24 guns of 155mm and 12 guns of 105mm caliber, and 900 soldiers.

"1Decides that this concentration of the above-mentioned trcops and tanks with

the heavy equipment in the Israeli sector of Jerusalem by the Israeli\authorities
is & serious and intended breach of Article 7, Paragraph 1 of the (General Armistice

Agreement, and Paragraph 1 (a) and Paragraph 2 (a) of Annex 2 to the General

Armistice Agreement.

"tcalls upon the Israeli authorities to withdraw immediatelyall the above-

-

mentioned forces, tanks and heavy equipment out of Jerusalem and any other forces

 beyond the defensive forces allowed in the General Armistice Agreement.

"1Requests that the United Nations observe the execution of this resolution

by Israel and inform Jordan within 12 hours from the time of adoption of this

resolution,'"

{

*/ A statement by the Chairman relating to the above resolution is contained

in Note No. 17389.
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nor the Chief of Staffnor 1 myself,in following this line, fail to take into full
account the legitimate interests of Jordan, = -

’

. Through the arrangements made by Israel and the :

- subsequent steps taken byJordan, we have been presented with
a fait accompli in which the best safeguards for the purposes
of the Armistice agreement have seemed to us to be to ensure
what now emerges clearly through the assurances given by the
Government of Israel and to provide for adequate security
measures on both sides. I take for granted that Jordem, on

_its side, will re-establish the status quo ante when corresponding~

steps are being taken by Israel, =
e :

, May I finally appeal to you that, as stated by the Chairmen
of the Mixed Armistice Commission, you will fully cooperate with
the Chief of Staff and also that you will impress upon your army,~police and public the necessity of complying with the instructions
you have issued in order to aveid incidents. A similar appeal
has been made to the Government of Israel, ,

:

~

With kind .afiaxdr
!ourt u:.neortiv,

His Excellency, = : Dag Hammarskjold
¥r, Samir Rifa'i,

Vice-Premier and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Amman, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan :


