
Middle East - Suez story No
7-14: Middle East - Suez
story No 7-14 - 34

HS L 179:110



@4;7 M teuviars é{déé s,

é//fl/or//L/ [es//S/affz 579{:7 - A1

7’&25(76%96 Sé

L

)

Z /@y@/’} .ge/é%;/ é /8&fi(h A ;@#&fj@ & /Q(\wfx 72;/’j
-4 2 ffiw@&&bfis@fiév[j ?‘S@ iés f‘/.

— o/ folfer /:m; N4



Horeign Bttice,
3.3,

SECRET & PERSONAL June 7, 1906,

_BQ%f‘ “4é””55}a 3 jfl“h“&é
I was about to send you a reply to your letter of

May 14, when I received from Dixon the memorandum on
the Palestine problem which you gave him on May 22 and
which supplements your letter with your thoughts on
next steps. Thank you very much for your confidence
which I greatly value and shall of course respect
completely. :

Let me first congratulate you again most warmly
on the way in which you carried out your mission, and
on the progress which you were able to make with
Israel and Egyot regarding a solution of the
El Auja/Suez Canal Dlockade problem. The noteworthy
thing to my mind is that the Egyptians were preparedto contemplate the possibility of such a deal. The
chief difficulty at present seems to be that sach
side expects the other to make the first move. I must
also tell you that our Ambassador in Cairo has reported
independently, although in connexion with your visit,
that he doubts if the Egyptians consider themselves
committed to relaxing the blockade if the Israelis
evacuate El Auja. Nevertheless, it would be a great
success 1f a deal on the lines you have in mind could
be brought off: and you cancertainly count on our
support.

It occurs to me that if, in the event, Nasser
refuses to play on the blockade issue you might
alternatively consider a drive to get full compliance
with Articles VII and VIII of the Armistice Agreement

/as

Mr. D. Hammarskjbld.



as they stand. The first step might be to persuade
Nasser to withdraw Egyptian forces behind the
i Gouseima and Abon Aeueigila line.. In spite of
Ben Gurion's argument, described in page 2 of your
letten, 1t would I think be difficult even for the
Israelis o0 justify a continued refusal to comply with
Article VIII once the Egyptians had complied with the
part that concerns them.

In general ‘I entirely agree with your analysis of
the position. Now that our Resolution has been unanimously
adopted by the Council you will be thinking of the next
steps. I agree that you are the best person to carry
forward the negotiations for a solution of the
L1l Auja/Suez Canal blockade problem. /e shall certainly
avoid doing anything that would complicate your task, and
Dixon will naturally -keep in close touch with you. Please

18% me know as soon as you think that we can do anything to
heln. '

Exactly how to set about the third stage (a definite
settlement of the refugee, water and territorial problems)
will depend on how the first and second go.: I agree that
we must avoid undue haste and pressure on the parties. But
equally we must not let the situation stagnate. In
particular I should like to take advantage of the present
more reasonable Soviet attitude before the benefit of the
London talks has disanpeared. In this connexion I should
be glad to know in more detail how you contemplate getting
a better control over the refugee situation, as mentioned in
page 8 of your memorandum. You may wish to discuss this
further with Dixon who 1s of course always at your disposal.
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Foreign Office,
SNL

June 25, 1956,
SECRET
—————

,Z\’\ L“,\L\,\

Many thenks for your letter of June 11 about

Palestine. I was interested to see that you have now

written to Fawzi about compliance with Article VII of

the Isracl-Epypt Armistice Agreement. I shall look forwsrd

to hearing how the matter goes. You have my sympetihy in

this very delicate business, and you know that you can

gount on our support in any way in which you need it.

/\)UD

I was encouraged to read that you still believe in

bhe:possibliity of being ablo to foree Ben: Gurion 1o

accent in principle the right of option hy the refugecs.
King Hussein recently told our Ambassador in Amman that omne

of the things which sticks hardeat in Arab throats sbout

Isracl is the unrepentant attitude manifested by the

Israelis with regard to the refugees, and that therefore one

of the principal barriers to a settlement would he removed

i+ the Israelis would admit that they have something to be

sorry about. What 1s needed is a sort of Maet of eontrition’
about the refugees, even though the act may only be

aymbolieal, It is not going to be easgy of tourse to put
this idea aeross with the Israelis.

Dixon knows my views on possible next steps and will,
I hope, be discussing them with you shortly, ~You may be

sure that I shall give his revports the closest attention
and that I shall, of course, be only too glad to hear from

you personally any time you wish to write.

/I had

Monsieur Dag Hammarsk;j8ld,
Secretary-General of the "™mited Nations

Organisation,
New Yorke



I had a wonderful trip to Sweden, with The Queen
Her State visit.

With kindest regards,
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11 June 1956

v

‘S‘éci'r'et,‘

~

Thank you very much for your letter of 7June. And thanks
also for your kind words of congratulation. T T

~ MayI very briefly comment on a couple of points in your
- letter, 1 agree with Trevelyan that it is highly doubtful o

 whether the Egyptians would respondto a solution of the E1
 Auja problem with a relaxation of the blockade., 1f they are

willing to reconsider the Suez guestion- as seems Lo be the
case in view of the statement they made to me and permitted

me to transmit - I think they are just as likely to do it asa
 #first step". Their response to some Isrseli concessionon Bl

 Auja would probably first of all bewithdrawal of troops they =~

rpow have further down on the peninsula, All this, however, is
slightly theoretical as1 do mot believein any possibilityte =~

:

-}’;,, : force the tsrflfg'pt‘aila-—_flI step.
~ 1n a letterto Fawszi I am approachinghim on lines close
~ to your idea that the ball might be started rollingby Bgyptiam

 compliance with Article VII. How far such compliancewould brimg =

. us with the Israelis,is difficultto say, but I would of course 7
-

use it to she fells - - e B s

1 an mostgratefulfor your understanding attitude. The
whole situstionis ome which in some respects is so uncomventiomal =

- a8 to meke itdifficult for me toexplain itunless I can count -

Rl Merihle Sabuh Tiagh; 0.0 Bb, 0 K
_ Becretaryof State for Foreign Affairs



s Eador m e&rmtmn canwe lot the citnat.ion .efimgats
~

Concerning the refugee question a few developments have taken
place whichrender me morepessimistic, However, I still be-

~ lieve that in a favourable situstion I would be able to foree
- Ben Gurion to acceptin principle option by the refugées,and

‘that would help a gmat though it still would leave us
far from a full selution which probably cannot be found m.u fi

‘we get somewhere with the territorialquestions. The water
. problem worries me because the stands on both sides aremrhd

by considerable impatience. Iwouldbe happy to discuss it in
detail with Dixonso that he can report to you. Under mo ecir-

~ cumstances can, in my view, anybthing useful be done umtil later
'this fall and provided we havemanaged then to translate thc -

g

nr.fi-«ome into spncthing J.ike a "state cf mind",

eurr-ne:ly I am haviag mubh both uith the Iarmm am
:

~ the Jordanians. The Israelis have started a foolish series
=

-

of socalled defensive works in the sensitiveDemilitarized Zome
on the Syrian border, and have made difficulties for our cblarw =

 vers; again one of those sympoms ofblindness to thefacts of
 ‘the situation and to what is tactically advisable. The Jordanim
- on the other hand permit far too much of unrest to continue along

‘the Israeli border and for that reasonI hava, the atherw,had =

~ to make a rat-hex- mimm demarche to General Kuwar.
‘

dmpt@fimrathtn%hbissophtitiummM
to wha& extent we can consolidate what has beengained,but so =
far pothinghas happened whichhas killed my hope fora eamli-» ’:;“f'

- dationand my expectation thatwe might got somewhat further in
~

the direction of a rmormalization of the situation. If that comes-

true, we haveevery reason forgrstitude remembering thenight- -
~

mare of the period from 28 February 1955, with the first Gasa.'f‘ma.nt,wumlwssmaumsm-mum second
htfl nwk.tndngards;


