
Middle East - Suez story No
7-14: Middle East - Suez
story No 7-14 - 24

HS L 179:110



jfl@ %mmmysé,gm St

A/OYO/, ge/wgw/5,;{)\fé @'@{7o {&%g;g7,;;/;
= //fé%w /;am O



et mwmmmnuwmwmmnrmm
_ "nidoughh on ay recent experiences in the Middle East which
complete the picture you get from my report. \fimx:mmm
*tm:tumbompm wmmuumwnu~u1

-

were to give :ou the mms a‘a‘.ary of t.hu ad.n pnut-iea). issues
7

mu&, once th;o ceage-fire was innyhinds ‘That story iszflnh

< ‘roundthe triangle: Israeld occupstionof Bfujs- mutual builde
 upof armed forees just back of (ora)the a.mm-areas- the
 bloeadeofSuezand Tiram. s

e yre.flbegins with the Inrcm Gwermsucete
e13 and1April 1956 where they threw the Suezquestion into

_ the picture, inthe first messageputting it inrelationto the
m.flmqM’gm.lmnm,in the second uumwith a ugw

- reference to the et.fi-tm clause(the letters lnnbm -—wrfl

. lated as wflMmmu documert, 8/3587 of 16 april). lr ast-

 ‘tude atthat stage was only to indicate that I found itamsm
o

whuthcr the au-s qum.m wasndt.hia the terms of=ym.S

© vhenT met the Israclis I mamaged first ofall to isolate the -
 cease-fireentirely fromthe Sues question. The Israelis,m,

o mm«!oamkim itpart of thenegotistion. My stand wasM
 wina personalmemo toHr.Benm», from vhieh1 w the
e rmfloflcf_

mmbmm‘m’d’flu G.&S-,?.m, QQQO, ‘QP‘ :smmryo:mummm ktf
}
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"My ovwn stam il that lenam with lrtd.eh I fl!fl( ““0—

crfi dauu) must be based on reciprocity as concerns that mzcle,

but cannot be conditioned by compliance with the Armistice hgreement
as a whole; that, Mhar, the same applies te Articles VII and

'

VIII (the E1 Auja clause) and that, finally, the Suezqnuthm as
:

: m&umwmsmitymm mm&tifinoeaoduob :

 compliance with any specific clause in the zenoral &rlhtiu =
‘

Agrm, in particular Articles VII and VIIIY f i

I added that although unier those mafi:mW
‘

mui«dcrit ,mmlf,mwwfinfluspngnikathbdm
- Ar that w;a accepted by the Byptim, a8 s«mhr;-aomal ex~ :

|

'f>‘;-,p]are ‘the poni.biuty of, 56 to w, chtgn.flap mrfithcuanw o
Tumoubnmrm«muw-smm

-
: £

The Israeli formal stand (towhichmy quote }mtfl Mm

- spelled m at groat nottflwanihbgnal statement tmn&-. H‘n =

Gurion where the logical sequencewas asfollows: TheSuez blocads
'-(wum)mnwumwmm; ssxuwumm

:

of .lcfirA I of tht mu«Mt;“m&flmnfi

,hmn&ds t.hmroum mm-mnpmmo with thehu&c elwaa!

the fifii“*m wttwithnon-complianceon ww d.dn hfiu ' .

 this basic clause, Israelmust be considered ertitled tom&uok

~ its own‘compliance withother clauses in the m&.« \greement
(always,however, with exception for the cease-fire cl ‘)5m

Bl Aujaehm is theamvhiah 1n Imel':m“N“5 _; ;

by the Egyptian attitude,
Ipomcdwt ‘thathbfiwmmtu”mhohth;nohm

.‘-Mmmmwrieduumsht, Iaraclwouldmuimu

~the eriticism that they were trying to trade ElAuja for Suez.u
'm»nrwmmamsumotmnetmtxmmu
pnt.uarmmumdpum,bmwmadmmaw
lltwnttintothonmdam,~' e



k _mmmmwnuumzutmum
legal htflMlMflMflunplo fact that mnms

:

poaiuon was essemtial for Israel's mity. They eould um-o—»'
fore mot :omudrmt\owtuohtflmdhm achmgoiatm

:

. 'em-m.ioao: Egypt's policy. The most importantof such possible i
~ "signs" would be to 1ift the blocade. My reply to this was that

 Boypt was likely to take very much the same stand ani to say

 that, if they were asked for sction demomstrating their peaceful
_ intemtion, they couldwell, themselves, ask for signs fromthe

- Isrseli side and that, amongsuch signs,momewould be more

hportm mmaumrmmnw or, in a wider fiedd,
" s seseptamee 1n principle ofthe right of option of refugees.
(2t 15 to this last point that Ben Gurionreferred in a remarkable

|

= statement to tbo Knesset ,‘which you whan seen, where hem

\"-~-t,m.mmwuuouwmmtummuum e

"no mmmmmwmmb-unmhm*).
hmmuitumnWMWthzmmwm

”‘V‘anmt discussiors, tothwithFawsiand with
m !auvhs Mm 1 pm eamw eamMonuand I dn-

- wmanrmfi mtxmmaommmm.umm
”xvumhmhthm m-mmmhq
j,f"bhwas anummion of the nouc.finn t.hat ifwe managed to

 maintain quietalongtheborders, theEgyptian Govermmert both
 4n Sues and Tiran and on other pointswithin the near future\mnd.
‘.mmuz»m.ro«mnortmmmmamx,

:

s lifluflp,.,. wflflW smifiW Iput wlf on"”’éas m- : 
|

sure that if nm& were nuhd on the Kl Auja qu«uon, the
= nafipm, e«m wuld uqutdato the concentration of tmpc =

- n tla ainni. peaimula and iaat.!urMwowm Ml _The



";
.W mdo& éifrm Mwm their _gog___}_ atam’ aomdhg

- to which u:u mmed onmmu aefiatmlpniof the ElL Auja
5m,;u;on-M at.md, ueord.im o wbidz they ragard!d

k

&noibfilw to the El fuja preblemupart ofa reciprocal step
bysup movein the dineuoa of & reductionof tension. Fawzi (md

"‘Suur) certainly MJ: roalim what it meant that Imademol.t

s axisdef hostage for them on two mch mmm, pcm asSueso

am the troop concentrations. - e

‘Ben aurinn'z rth.iaa to Wwnc}.usiom faw cairc was o

,. ud.urally one of satisfaction, but his strong‘suspicions.mh-d

e him hack m uw fronhis prwimw pauiuom Inhism appwm
'

-‘mmums that he would firowwaom“ fltirct ouurmmu
© said that he must havesomething inhishend, snd although hoagreed

','tmmrammmcmmmgmw%umt insist on
&formal assurancefrom the Egyptisns to me,that theywouldgg__
e 'uqudmtheblocade. (On theotherhami, in the Jordsnasvmm

|

. discussion, herefused to glve me even & clear-cut mawoz

_ intembion" as,afterall,the Egyptisnshaddone.) .

- xmummwmmwummsm:wlmmu
4 Manmmumw, end that, wwmhmm,x

.

 should instead tryand lock the situstion in order to geta
s reasonablem for mu-mm For M reason 1amma o

~ aletter forBen Gurionwhich hesigned (with very mirorW) -
' and which heMM meto use inCairo as & background formy

second round oftalks on the Suez issue. (The letter ismarkedm
S e, t.bm, m.m0 ruu). m final pamrm :tn tm

T 1«%.» r«dl: e Biawit i e



: 'Iwbhtembm llthou@awnm Wa&c
’

an offieial declaration by the Egyptian Covernment of
the change of policy, we will consider that assoomas

you have a definite assurance fromtheEgyptian Government
~ that it is ceasing te interfere with Israeli shipping

apd inform us of the fact, a situstion will be established
in which you have our unconditional assurance immediately

i topm«odtocomlywnhmauuxwdmlmthe »

‘

;mr cited above."

~

Returning to ea.iro with this “moadttinml" m, -

1 met, as expected, some drop in temperature. After all, the e
e rs.wpt.iam had been far ouwt with & rather ligni!im mfib Che

e

 dvessal, and the result was more than nothing, but far short of the
 desirable. (I guess that alao the development of the Jordan noflrmid

:

”phn had some influsnce on the Hgyptian atmosphere). e .

. kumr,mwm:mm:wuumdwmg”_
 meto gct Fgyptian consent to my writing the ahols El Aujs story
= ‘m Mnd, practieall: fizm ef By rcport- in -pit.. of tln
- npomm attached bythe Egyptians to the El fujaamhp-m

. &nd in spite of their eritical att.itaeh to what they sometimes

 called a packagedeal, sometimes a dargerousattempt to lddcntho

= »sirclu bonndwhatwas pracucauy poasibla to cover ;la thc
:

course of these mmthtimw. e

1 should add ome wrd about uu wune cnll wa..
-

1 canquots ths Mng up gi.m by Mw. Hesald mu@l: t.hhs

 ¥hen the Iarum,son somewhat flimsy grounds,dofiqceothe ES
o mn mw.mmZone, that action lent n«u to two inter- _ ~ o

=

.pramm. n AuJa is the obvious springbeard for anarmedattack
 southwardsand on Egypt. On the otherhandit is the obvious

"'mm« stand in wotcztmof ltgw m Beersheba. The mm =



Mwinchiot must tm-t.o;;amtbo basis of mh&m

 pretation along the first line, The politician hasto pay m.mun,
'

~to the possibility of an 1ntorpmtion gmfl the second1ine. 13
=

&conflict between the Commnder in Chief apd the pomzm, t.h-

 Commender in Chief shouldhave the last vord in a situation nr!un i

 Israel openly.talks ahwr. preventive war m desmf. sm w
'

2

indi eation of peaceful m:wlon in other respects.
= ¥y conclusion from the at.oryxhave givmpuwunm-. s
~

outlimes, is that withwiu maroeuvring we might tealiu m&.
i

I practically ha‘w :h'uw hand: t.he litt!.ng of tha mm,

s  ouation of El M‘md flW of the Wp .mflfll

. Inw dimsmIthink I reached the utternost poimt possible
st tie time, butall the balls are out in the f:.u and tnq !'.1.
"mnbsmasmmthammyw

e <
-

 You will, in the lightof those ommw,mmmmn -
. mystronginsistence inthe reporton "related, unilateral muw._'~ 4,
"}wemumenx;m about the El Auja and the Suez questioms, and

mumimflya nvpcn Mtermms.fio:mMDO, ,hflM ;\5 '

~

obviously, might create somewhat difficult prestige positions,It
 goes without saying that ifthe three things which seemed to be -

_ within reach, ,mwtammah;mhzummdflm
 the situstion would be very much improved. Inmyviewwe should

© then let everybhing settle down, and thereafter, from the imside,
_start playing first ofall the refugee issue andmw.y,wnbnbl:,:

|

(wit.bm& relationto the nfugu issue) thewaterMn.

- hmmm&mmahhtrhmfiemlniuth!
’

a&mbmm;ah.mmhmnmmyummr‘fi :

fiwflm' s.nnmm on t.ha mlit.ical t.hmdm af qumR



we were to embarrass him or wreck his position, or even if we
were mot to do anything more than to scare him with indiscretions
wmmmlmgrthim. thuglwbaeomvmmdzm
difficult, For that reasonI belleve that it is mm«, not

~ only to abstain from any outside pressure just now, but also, in the

 inside operations, to give our potemtiel helpers a feeling of safety

mm::fmmtatthowuuuwgiummumu'
they need. _

:
,
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=
wmmmioninthermrtmwmmecwunm

Mmmmmdswummommhmm .

awbfitnMaommdmthMumm" hrclmph‘

if, with referenceto the r-pm,ummmnghtmtem
 (by Pawzi) in s discreet way that he hes a unique chance by taking

[mhunummnmuthnueonnmm&xmmdmw, :

fMMmuMumhtemmcatmuamewmflv,
inrelationto Israel. And once, in such & situstion, we get the

.

- Imonnomrmmnmam,mm.wmuuwu, 3

“,':em,mmhmmm,nwummnumm
~ tomoveen. I underlined strongly to Nasser that Egypt mow was

:

Awhwmnmmamumwanmmmm
'Rmzu-muamwwmmmamuwmm;

-

-farldpuummm mmmmwxma world communitye The
.

‘muu-mmuwmmmmmnwtw.tmamm }

'afmlmm(muawmtbnaminmhuntw."»
 and where they did mot serve ary purpose if there was mo risk for am
mwmxmn).mwmmgetmmmum(m& =5

mwnmam,ummuamumn _
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