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SECRET 31 October 1955

PROGRAVGE OF ACTION TO RELIBVE SITUATION IN EL AUJA

|

In the light cf the _continuing deterioration of the situation

in the El Auja Demilitarized Zone, I propose the following measures

as a minimum requirement to achiex;e the necessary stability and

reduce the prospect of serious armed clashess

lo Withdra.wal by Israel of all persomnel, obstacles and mines

in the Demilitarized Zone.except' the inhabitants of Kibbutz Ksiot

and the approximately 30 oivilian police who were supposed to be in-

the zone prior to the event of 26 August, in accordance htfiv the terms

of the withdrawal supposed to have been effected by 2 Octobers

2, Simultaneous withdrawal ‘oy Egypt of their checkposts, or

defended posts, which are now within the Demilitarized Zone,

3. Completion of the surveyand permanent *narking of the interm

national frontier, to be undertaken by UNTSO a.lone, without observa-

tion from either party.

This programue, modest as it is, .tofinac be o.chieved without tlmely :

and vhgorous diplomatic support from the three powers, parties to the

. 1950 gua.rantee paet. If there is agreement to the above programme on

the part of the three powers, ‘attention should then be given to the

t.i.mingof the approach to Israel and Egypt to secure assent to the

programme and to the timing of the implementation of the various phases

of the programme. While the fact that the surve;g already has been

carried out and checked by UN Military Observers makes, in my view, this

matter less urgent than the withdrawal, I realize that in order to

/oooo



oL

negotiate the whole of the above programme, which to my mind is a

minimum for improving the situation, it may be necessary to secure

agreement on this point as a first step,

This programme represents a compromise, from which both parties

derive small advantages in turn for certain sacrifices.

Necessary legal reservations should be made since the end result

of its implementation would still leave the status of the Kibbutz

and the so=galled civilian police in the Demilitarized Zone unresolvedo'
While these seemed on the face of it to be civilian in character when
they entered the Zone, their subsgquent conduct demonstrated that both

are pars-military, and their presence in the Zone is in violation of

the General Armistice Agreement.

Our immediate objective must be, however, to feduce the prospect

of an inflammation of the present very serious military situation. The

programme Seems feasible if a propér concert of effort can be achieved

on the part of the Chief of Staff, the three powers, and the Secretary=
General in securing agreement of the parties and assuring its step by

step implementation.

Eo, Lo M. Burms,
Major=General,
Chief of Staf?


