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TRANSCRIPT OF PRESS CONFERENCE
BY SECRETARY-GENERAL DAG FAMMARSKJOLD

AT THE PATAIS DES NATIONS, GENEVA,

ON FRIDAY, 8 MAY 1959, AT 6:00 P.M.
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'The SECRETARY-GENERAL: o am pleased to meet with’ you, even if it cammot be
for very long. I note that I have the honor of ‘an attondance which is explained
by your interest in other persons who will be here in a couple of days from now.
Anyway, it is pleasant to see such a great nimber of journalists assembled in
Geneva, which is the other center of United Nations activities, a center which
‘we have taken over from the League of Nations. I hope that we have also taken
‘over some of the great tradltions of this house. ada )

I.would like to say one thlng_by'way of introduction, and that is this:

I am sure you fully appreciate"theé"there is a wide range'of'éubje;ts on which -
you cannot expect me to meke any comments because it is certainly not my task to
‘have any kind of preview of matters which you will go into and’ have reason to
dlscuss w1th others ‘in a few. days from now. With this llttle warning, which I
hope w1ll be fully understood I invite you to ask your que oions.

Mr WILEY (CBS) 'Vill you soeek:aw tﬁe‘opening sessioﬂ of the Foreign

Minlsters* meetlngs? :

The'SECRETARI GENERAL I will meet in the next few days ‘with the partlcl-
pants in that conference, B8O excuse me 1P I postpone my reply until after I have

seen them. 6

Mr. DUNCAN (Radio Canada) (Interpretation from French): We are told that
the conference of Foreign Ministers that is about to begin in Geneva cowldfbe a
“ﬁfeiude %o the life or death of civilization. - Do you, as Secretary-General of this
most international vof organizations, regretlthat you'will'not be present during
these debates that may decide the fate of your "flock"? . ' :

The'SEéRETAHi-GENERﬁLE” I do not regret it in any way, and' I can give you
the reason, a reason which I have &xplained often to your colleagues in New York.
Any"effort‘;whioh'serves the purposes of the United Nations has the whole-hearted
blessing of theiSecretéry-General.of that Organization.  Whether or not the
SecreterynGeoefal ietpfesent at the‘teble.is a very minor matter. »

Mr. NORSKY (Manchester Guardlan) ln what wey do you think that the Secre-
tary-~General -ean- bo.couotructive in finding.eolutions for thcoproblama before
the conference?
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The SECRETARY.GENERAL: By, on the one hand leng as best he can Whatever
brains he may have, and, on the other hand by belng d;screet. ;

Mr. BECUIN (Journal de Geneve) (Interpretatlon from French) As there seens

to have been some confusion since your Copenhagen press conference about the
limits of the active and preventive dlplomacy of the Secretary-General, could you
tell us in what circumstances and in virtue of what principles we should expect of
the Secretary-General a more active policy than that which limits itself to @he

execution of resolutions of the General Assembly or the Security Council?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL (Interpretation from French): The limits are imposed
on the Secretary-General by two factors -- on the one hand, by the Charter and,

on the other hand, by the desires of the governments., In other words, as soon as
the Secretary-General approaches functions that go beyond the duties that have
been established for him by the Charter, what he does depends upon the acceptance
and the good will of governments. There is no action of the Secretary-General
which is not based on the law or on the agreement of the interested governments.
I think I can add that the recent evolution haS'indicated an increased’

willingness by governments to accept a discreet but a more active role.for the
Secretary-General, whose task, I must say, even according to the Charter, goes

very much beyond what you have said, that is, the simple execution of resolutions.

Mr. NORSKY (Manchester Guardian): Does the Secretary-General envisage>any
executive functions which the Great Powers might entrust to him which he, in turn,

might not be in a position to accept?

The SECRETARY-CENERAL: For the moment I do not envisage any specific

functions at all, If you have seen the Copenhagen speech, to which reference

has been made, you may have found to your surprise that I have excluded two
possible functions which have ‘been discussed in public in the press and also in
interventions by some politicians. I do not believe that the Foreign Ministers,
were they to arrive at the point where they would like some kind of functional
role for the United Nationms, would ask for something that the United Natlons,
constitutlonally, or practically, would not be in a position to do.

S
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I also believe that among the gentlemen Who w1ll meet here in Geneva there
is a very thorough knowledge of the possibilltles of the United Nations, and for
chat reason your questlonw%e not one_which would keep me awvake at night.

: Mr EYE%N (Agence de Nouvelles Israellennes) (Interpretation from French)
Could you tell us somethlng about Dr. Bunche's recent journey in the Mlddle East?

The Q“CRE”NPY-GmN“PAL' I would not like to ‘comment, on the journeyl I have

Jjust “ad Dre Bv che's report whlcn has corvlncnd me that tnlc now' tep"in the

chain of contacts which has been establisned ovar the vears has bzen quite'useful,
but there is nothlng remarhe’le about it end sc there are no results to put on
recosd.‘ T cong ztulete oursctveg( -oweve~, at 1ﬁast on the close and 1nt1ma+e
re1a+4one whﬁch e have vltn Jhe gvvernments in the area and whlch have rendercd
it eery n«uural uo'tak‘eﬂan ;3nortunrey, when it came, to ask Dr. Bunche to go
roun’ and see th’ governments and check on United Nations operatlons. That is

all T would llke to say about b e

Mr, DéRMSTETTER (Radio Diffusion Sulese) (Interpretation from French)
I would like to ask whother vou will au+horlze us to use for radio hroedcast

tonlght the wordb you have just spoken.

The nnCRETARY-GF““WAL (nnternretat’on from French) Yes, if you want to do so.

Mr., GOLDSMITH (Ar,: Would you teml us when and vhere you are meetlng the

Foreign_nlnlster of the Unlted Arab Republic, what snhgeqtelyou will discuss,

and who took the initiative for this meeting?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I can only refer to what I Sald about e Bunchel

visit, We malntaln rather contlnuous personal contacts over the Whole area, and
that of course 1ncludes Cairo. You may remember that last year Dr. Fawz1 took |
some time off in Swmtaerland and I then had occasion to ‘sit down w1th ‘him and
talk over all sorts of matters of mutual concern or interest., The 31tuation is
the same now._ Dr. Fawz1 will be here for a few days. I have not yet seen him,
but I em certain to meet him. There is no. agenda, no speciflc subJect. You must
remember that for very practlcal and obvious reasons there is a ‘specific relation~
ship between the United Nations Secretariat and the United Arab Republic because
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of the fact that it is host government for the most extensive field operation
which the United Nations has at present. Beyond that there is really nothing to
say apart from what follows already from my comments on Dr. Bunche's Journey.

Mr, WEISS (Bildzeitung): Mr. Brandt, Mayor of West Berlin, said recently
that he is ready to come to Geneva if he is asked. I thlnk you talked to Mr.
Brandt recently. Could you give us any information as to whether you were talklng

about the possibility of Mr. Brandt coming here?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I met Mr. Brandt some time ago wheh he was in New

York, but we had no word about any practical arrangements of this nature.

Mr. SCHOENBRUN (CBS): A number of countries have developed programs of

aid to some of the poorer countries which cannot do it themselves, and the

suggestion was made recently by General de Gaulle that the Great Powers of the
world should contribute to a fund for underdeveloped countries, What success
are you having in channelling this idea through the United Natlons specialized

agencies?

The‘SECRETARY—GENERAL: First of all, let me say that I noted with very

great satisfaction the support given by President de Gaulle to a policy which has

been ourg for a long time, and that he has added his authority to what we, perhaps
with less success, have tried to get across previously. In fact, the whole very
extensive program of technical assistence in all its ramifications is based
exactly on the notion which President de Gaulle has in mind.

As to contributions from the Great Powers, that is a question which has been
consideredlby the governments of those powers over the years, but I would be the |
first to congratulate us all if Gereral de Caulle's words were to prompt the
governments concerned to intensify their efforts. In saying that, I want to make
it perfectly clear that the contributions already made by the Great Powers,
although not sufficieet to meet the enormous needsb have.beeh highly valuable and
much appreciated. $So there is no 1mplled crltlc1sm of the policy so far pursued.

I do not believe in the creation of new organs or new admlnlstratlve arrange-
ments because I believe we have sufficient machinery already at our dlsposal in
the United Nations famlly of organlzetions. I am very much against some klnd of
variation of Parkinson's law as applied to this special Qperat;on, _I feel I eg
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also entitled to say that the yield we' have’ gotout of the mOney given to the
United Nations family has been very great indeed. If we talk about yield in terms
"of results in relation to the money put in, T think the record of the United

Nations organizations is very good indeed.

Mr, BEGUIN (Journal de Geneve) (Interpretation from French): Is there any
relationship between the return of Mr. Spinelli and the resignation of Mr. Rifai?
Can we con51der that both thsse events confirm tne end of a period of ten51on

for the Fashemite Kingdom of Jordan?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL (T nterpretation from French): There is no reletionship
between the two events. Mr. Spinelli has come here because of the conference of
Foreign Ministers and he'left well before M¢, Rifai resigned, I do not see that
dn ei her event there is anythlng which changes the situation as far as it concerns

the Lnited Vations. Especially as far as Mr, Spinelli's role is concerned, his
mlsslon continues. He has come here because of the conference of Foreign Ministers

and nothlng has changed as regards our policy concerning Jordan,

Mr;'SCHORR:(éBS)s'¢Will'yod'be seeing the Foreign Ministers of the Big Four,or
their representatives, between nor and Monday, and if'so, will you be seeing them

together or separately, and when?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: A meeting is rather likely for reasons of courtesy.

I am a kind of host. I cannot say when, because they kave not arrived and no
arrangements have been made Bun,i* it happen% I take it for granted--given the
kind of heading I have putover those visits--tn t they w1ll be separate.

Mr FYTAN (hgence de Nouvelles Israeliennes) (Interpretation from French) :
Was the passage of Israeli shlps through the Suez Canal discussed by Dr, Bunche,
and will it be discussed by you with Dr. Fawzi? '

, The SECRETARY-GENERAL (Interpretation from French) 'No comments, As I do-
not know the ba31s of your question I think it would not be very wise under these

circumstances to enter into a discussion.

(more)-
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(Politlka Belgrade): Mr. Secretary-General, with

regard to the forthcoming conference have you any knowledge:of..the part1c1pat10n
of any other Forelgn Mlnlstefs in’ addition to the four?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: No, I have not.

Mr, PARK (Jewish Telegraphic Agency): Mr, Hamgarskjold, do you have any

o

,idea es to how long Mr. Fawzi will be staying in Geneva?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: No, not having been in touch with him, I have not --
or I would rether put it this way: not having been in touch with him personally,

because of course I have been in touch with him.

, Mr, NORSKY (Menchester Guardian): Does the Secretary-General feel that
recently ‘the chances have impr ved for a formal peace settlement in the Middle Eas

The SECRETARY—GENERAL. That is the kind of judgment I avoid if I can. We
live a little from one day to the next and my firm belief is that the longer we

can maintain the kind of relative quiet ‘we have at present the closer we come to
a situation where at least a constructive approach to the problem you mention

should be possible, or easier.

Mr, NOYES (Washington Star): Mr. Secretary-General, would you elaborate

on your statement in Copenhagen that a sumnit conference might be held within
the framework of the United Nations?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: No, I would not like to elaborate on it, for the
simple reason that I think it was complete and self ~explanatory. What I said was

that I did not want to prophesy or anticipate anything but -- and this was, you
remember, a survey of the United Nations in the present situation == I felt that
it was of interest to remember that when a summit meeting was discussed last year
it was at a certain stage the intention -~ I think, even the agreement -- that a
summit meeting should somehow be related to the Securlfy Council, That was a
simple registration of an historical fact, and I would not go beyond that ‘when it
comes to the question of what is wise, or what ‘can be done at the present otage,
in the present situation.

(more)




Mr. BENCHLER (D D. R ) Mr. Secretary~General, could you say somethlng abouﬁ
. the progress of the conference on the dlsoontinuanoe of nuclear weapons tests?

The SECRETARY—GENERAL ok would be happy if you put that questlon a couple'l
of days from now, because it is my intentlon to run over the ground orally, when
I can do it, w1th some of those who are taking part in those talks. I have not
so far had time to do so becavse I have been in the Administrative Committee on

Coordination meetings. Of course, I am not out of touch in any way, because I

have had very full reports in. New York, but I amn oub of touch with the latest

stage of development, ard I think for that reason I should abstain from any comment.
In general terms, I have been impressed not only by the seriousness but also

by the serious intent and intensity with which, obviously, the parties have been

trying.to find a .way forward., I have no reeecn to belieYe that I would change

that,very positive judgment in tke light of the latest developments. |

Mr. SYDNEY GRUSCN (The New York Times) ; Mr. Secretary-General to go back
to the guestion of the summit meetlng and the Unlted Nations, have you had any
individual consultations or talks with any of the four powvers 1nvolved regardlng

-the subject of your speech at Copenhagen?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: There is & very good rule -- established, even, in

the oath of service of the Secretary-General -~ not to take or seek advice from

any member,government., That is true aloo when it comes to official statements.
I speak. for myself., Nobody is comuitted to them in any way. '

‘The other side of the matter is that as cecreterv-General and, apart from
;that,-also as somebody who happens to know the Zour gentlemen eoncerned fairly
well, on the-various_occasionsﬁ; have had a chance io do so I have, of course;
discussed the whole situation in this way or that way wiﬁh the four Foreign .
Ministers. Thet is necessarily reflected in my tnﬂnking, but that is the only
link that exists between such discussions and what I seid in’doﬁenhhgen.l As you
refer sgain to the Copenhagen speech, I may perhaps ask you, if you have not done
50, to have a look at it, not because it is very 1nterest1ng but because you will
then see that it is in fact a little "handbook" concerning. Unlted Nations practlces,
United Nations history and United Nations law which is handy for anyquy who wants
to form his own vieyvregapding.pheﬂppee;ble.rele of the Unite@ Netions. I was a
bit surprised when such & survey was translated info the terms of a proposal. I
have shown what possibilitfes exist in the United Nations. That is not the same

(more)
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as to say that those possibilities should be used, I leave it to you as a kind

of "handbook" and I think it is a reasonable'coﬁtribution for the Secretary-
Geueral in thig way to-'give us as comprehensive a survey as possiblé of the United
Nations in the present situation, especielly as United Nations operation and

United Nations possibililities are not evérywhere.quite fully known.,

Mr, MORSKY (Manchester Cuardien): The Secretary-General has a personal
recresensitive in the ruclzsy tect conférence, which is not exactly a United
Nations meeting. Is there any reason why the Secretary-General is not going to
have, or may no%t have, a representative at the Foreign Ministers conference or,

subsequently, the sumnit?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: There is no constitutional obstacle at all., It is

for the Secrevary-General to decide how far he can go in having a formalized

contact with organs which have not been established by the General Assembly or
the Security Council. In this case, for example, I have found it possible to
provide the Foreign Ministers Conference with all the services we usually provide
only for organs established by the General Assembly or the Security Council.

But, mind you, again I warn against the translation of a reply to a question into
something which is very like an initiative or a proposal. I have said that there
is no ccnstitutional cbstacle. That does not mean that in some subtle way I

plead for it.

Mr, SCHORR (CBS): Mr. Secretary-General, you will recall that at a news
conference in New York you said that the Secretary-General represents the interests
of the small rations. While what you say today does not sound like a plea for
your participstion in the summit conference you did seem at that time to indicate

the desirability of sumll rations being represented, perhaps through YOu.

The SECRETARY-CENERAL: I think you give a wider implication to what I said

there then is werranted., I think, if I remember the press conference correctly,
that you are looking at the statement in a somevhat changed context, As I remember
the situvation, I pleaded for the significance of the small naticns because of a
reference by one of the press representatives to some statements to the effect

that it would be dangerous to have any kind of part for small nations in the
judgment on issues from which they were separated geographically or historically.
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I said in return that I felt that the small nations, too, have a capital of
experience which could not be disregarded, and that they have indirect interests.
I did not link that up with any specific formal role for the SecretarysGeneral.
It was in a somewhat polemical reply to a spokesman unknown to me who had ques-

tioned the wisdom of the small nations.

Mr, SCHOENBRUN (CBS): Perhaps I might ask one more guestion on the subject
of the United Nations and its relztionship to this Foreign Ministers! Conference

and an eventual summit conference. The whole tenor of your reiarks, while not
including eny special plea, seemed to give the impression that you would not mind
having these meetings held under the aegis of the United Nations., If we were to
report the view that Mr, Hammarskjold thinks that these ought to be held under

the Unlited Nations, would you deny such a report?

The SECRETARY-GENFRAL: Yes, most definitely, and I would think you had

put into my words much more than had been said.

Mr. SCHOENBRUN (CES): How much more?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I think my reply is exhaustive.

(The Confzrence ended at 6330 p.m.)
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~As epokesman for the Organization Wthh has the pleasure to serve as. the -host
for your signelly important Confersnce, . 1t is for we a privilege to weLcomezyggp -
on this particular ground tcday. . ey il

. The Palais des Nations was built. for the League of Natlons the flrst o
experiment in international cooperation for peace on a. universal basis. Its
successor, the United Nations, is now the owner of, the building which houses the
headquarters of all the European act1V1t1es of the Organization, Your dellbera-f;
tions take place outside the United Nations, and the Orgenization is not, in
present circumstances, a party to the work on which you are embarking, but I know
that I speak for all the members not here present when I extend to you the best
wishes of the Organization for your efforts, which truly serve the purposes of
the United Nations; their success will be of vital significance for every single
one of its members. With the feelings which I thus interpret, I did not hesitate
to put the services of the United Nations at your disposal when the four govern=-
ments were agreed on asking for them. The special subjects which will engage
your attention make it especially appropriate that those services are extended
to you here at the European center of the Organization.

It may be worth noting that the scope of the services which the Organization
is happy to give to this Conference is similar to the services provided to an
organ set up by the United Nations. The significance of your task, and its close
relationship to the main aim of the Organization, has rendered that only natural.
Were the Conference to be in need of other assistance, my response is obvious,
in the light of the position already taken in the agreement reached with the four

participants on various practical arrangements.,

(more)
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For the United Nations and its spokesman every step taken toward a reduction

of tension and for a peaceful solution of conflicts on the basis of justice is
something to be warmly welcomed,whatever form‘of collaboration or negotiation
governments may choose. Let me, in this contéxt, recall the words of Article 33
of the Charter. In that Article, the members of the United Nations have engaged
themselves to seek a solution to disputes, the continuance of which would be
likely to‘endanger the maintenance of international peace and security, first of
all by negotiation or other peaceful means "of their own choice." These last .
words clearly set out how the founders of the Organization,which today assumes
its duties as your host, looked at the work for peace, They spelled out in the
Chayter how and when the United Nations, as a means to be used by governments
in the solution of conflicts, has to assume its responsibilities and exert its
corresponding rights. But they left the necessafy scope to governments to choose
the approach which they found best adjusted to the needs of the situation. In
concluding; I would like to voice again the good wishes and great hopes with
which your work will be followed. '
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As spokecm n for the Organization which has the pleasure to- serve as the host
for your. 51gnally important Conference,:it is for me avpriV1lege to welcome you
on this partlcular ground today.: L . ‘ htee ity

The Palais des Nations was. built for the League of Nations, the first
experiment in. 1nternatlonal cooperation for peace on a universal basis. ‘Its
successor, the United Nations, is now the owner of the building which houses the
headquarters of all the European activities of: the Organlzatlon. Your dellbera-“:
tions teke place outside the United Nations, and the Organization is' not; ‘in’ .
present circumstances, a party to the work on which you are embarklng, put I know
that I speak for all the members not here present when I extend to you the best
wishes of the Organization for your efforts, which truly serve the purposes of
the United Nations; their success will be of vital significance fo; every single
one of its members, With the feelings which I thus interpret, I did not hesitate
to put the services of the United Nations at your disposal when the four govern-
ments were agreed on asking for them, The special subjects which will engage
your attention make it especlally appropriate that those services are extended
to you here at the European center of the Organization.

It may be worth noting that the scope of the services which the Organization
is happy to give to this Conference is similar to the services provided to an
organ set up by the United Nations. The significance of your task, and its close
relationship to the main aim of the Organlzatlon, has rendered that only natural.
Were the Conference to be in need of other assistance, my response is obvious,
in the light of the position already taken in the agreement reached with the four

participants on various practical arrangements.
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For the United Nations and its spokesman every step taken toward a reduction
of tension and for a peaceful solution of conflicts on the basis of justice is
 something to be warmly welcomed,whatever form of collaboration or negotiation
governments may choose. Let me, in this context, recall the words of Article 33
of the Charter., In that Article, the members of the United Nations have engaged
themselves to seek a solution to disputes, thé continuance of which would be
likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security, first of
all by negotiation or other'peaceful means "of their own choice."” These last
words clearly set out how the founders of the Organization,which today assumes
its duties as your host, locked at the work for peace. They spelled out in the
Charta» how and when the United Nations, as a means to be used by governments

in the solution of conflicts, has to assume its responsibilities and exert its

corresponding rights. But they left the necessary écope to governments to choose
the approach which they found best edjusted to the needs of the situation. 1In
concluding, I would like to voice again the good wishes and great hopes with

which your work will be followed,




