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SUBJECT: Laos FILE NO.:

UNITED NATIONS ¢ NATIONS UNIES

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

The Secretary-General

J.F. Engers M pate: 25 January 1960

Further to my note of 22 January, please
find attached the third instalment of the ILucas

series of articles in the Scripps Howard news-

pépers , and a fuller text of General Phoumi

Nosavan's remarks.



@uf Stake in Laos

i flast of a Series.)
.

By JIM G. LUCAS.

,

VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan. 22,— An

- oversized Laotian Army supported en-

'tirely by the U.S. taxpayer may turn

out to be a Frankenstein for this tiny
-jungle kingdom. .

*

It is too large for Laos to keep up.

~
Yet it is too small, too raw and too lack.

'ing1in Basic military skills 8 cope with

. Communist subversion within, or Commus-
. Dhist dggression from with-

out: =
Its < favored status as

Uncle Sam's “pet” in a na-

tion which lacks even the
essentinls of existence has
even alded and abetted the
spread of communism In

Laos.

g
With 80 to 85 percent of

4 s the: US. aid dollar ear

. JimB.Lecas  marked for this 29,000-man
‘force, little rvemains for programs which

.might reach down to the villages.
By making itself the best-paid, best.fed

best-Uving segment of the Laotian come

munity -- it has twjce called for pay ralses
which we have granted - the. Army has a

virtual monopoly on the natlon’s strictly
fted braing and know-how. Thereby it

‘postpories—if it does not eliminate—the
hope that .civilian democracy will some

day take root here.
:

The army has done all thiswithoutonceiproving thatit can fight. In fact, face-to-
face Wit Communist Toreea along the north:
ern borders-w-tew werksago, Li6s {roops
fell drck-ofter-without-firing& ¥NoY. THE
explanation?orders. Buf—and this certainly‘wasotMélF orders—theydid 86 In
utter¢onriision,somefimes abandoning their

, WEapons. ;

Oy o
4 5

5

E The 1954 Geneva Armistice ereating Laos.
‘s an independent kingdom permitted the

French a smail (1500-man) training mission

here but forbede any other. .

. ' Consequently when our aid program be-

gan here responsibility for training & Laos
army went o the International Cooperation

. ‘home province. They were fisver Intended!

|Adminisiraton. TCA is netequippedfor this

| Military Frankenstein Looms|
sort of thing. 1L zet up something called
Programs Evaluation Cffice (PEO)  and

staffed It with retited military men
1

Tre Laos high comimand then found {its
self with two sets of political advisers. It
played one against the other. The French
were here—legally—but quickly adopted
“ho hum” attitude. The Americans conside
ered the French “tired old men.” :

Botween the two, & paper fdrmula wag

worked out: The French would b2 respone

sible for tactics, we would take .

logistics, f.e., training Laos how to use o

weapons. In practice, we recognize ne line’
of demarcation. The French do, &nd resist

"

our incursions at every turn.
Denied the right to be here, we have reé

zorted to subterfuge which feols no one.
The name of Brig. Gen John Heintzges,
chief U.S. aavisey, has temporarily disap-
peared from our Army lists. 8o have those
of his staff. All wear civillan ¢lothing. and|
call themselves Mister. Thig macquerade {8

embarrassing, and the French ‘exploit it.
e o

$

From the start — lacking professional’
supervision—our military aid program was

chaotic. We flew In hundreds of tons of
the latest equipment. Artillery, recoilless
rifles and bazookas arrived for a {isdgling
army which had never fired a machine gun.

QHeintzges is still trying to locate and Inven.

dollars were involved;- convetdently mui¥

tory it. No one knows how many miillons of

figures are classified.{ ' & 3

Only recently did the arty gst svound
to building a rifle range. 1 attended the

opening  ceremonies.  Everything—artillery,
bazookas, tanks. machine guns, mortars and
recoilless rifles—was fired. The hiils echoed..
Yet little or none of this could be used !n!the Ped -infested jungles  As it wae, many
tarpots escaped unmarked The explanations
Their commanding general was watching
and the bovs were “nervous.” i

Today the Laos Armv hae 24 battalions.
Twelve are “regular,’ and 12 are “volun-
teers” the latter. in effect, National Guard
troops, “They cannét ba shilfted from their

to fight a fareign enemy. Their task is civil
administration.

=

.

4

:

The armayv'is the only cohesive force fns

| Taos, Tt provides the only cetwmunication
' with remote villages. But it serves its own—
not the civil government's—sliterests
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CSAVAN SAYS LAGS AND DRV CAN COEXTST

Vientiene, Iaotien Home Bervice, in Laotian, Jea. 19, 1960, 1130 @Mr--B

(UNCLASSIFIED) | i; ' i g

(Wext) Brig. Gen. Fhoumi Nosavan, minister of natiornal defence, bas

stated at a press conference that Leos and the DRV can still coexis®. -

‘"he ninister of defense pointed out that Lacs 13 & small country and
i1 {e therefore impossible for it to declare wor acainst any nationj

that it 1s in the interests of Loos to uphold the policy of peaceful
neutrallity.

It 1s only the DRV which has up to now crested tensicn between the two
countries, he said.. It was the DRV vhich instigated the rebellion in 4!

in Laos and created tension apd disorder along the border. Coexlstence

with the DIV, therefore depends on the DRV attitude, he observed.:
.1 47

"he general also mentioned the recent kidnaping of leoctian residents = o

frca S8cm Neua Prévince. / i s s TR eAS R
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3 .'_“‘,;,"

(Pilicr's Note: Vientiane home s2rvice in French, reporting this

imter~ lew, ndds the following: Yowever, he added that in general, =

i

North Vietnam had practically ceased its provocations and that the .. .

“one of the Hanol radio brosdcests had clearly become less eggreasive ' ¢

+haa during past mouths, particulsrly during the days vhen the high
comond of the Laotian armed forces "had to take over current affairs.")

"

Regarding the sitvation within the country, General Phoumi stated that ..

the disturbances in rural areas had dcercased during the past several

weeka. He eaid tehta}‘remotm__eht,,_esuac_e,bu,eb_,,_.t;hgimflaiht‘_gn;ht Lao group .

vas in favorof the present govermeut; 1t could also be because the.
govermaent had given instructions to prepare anl bold a new general .

-

election. i it g

Acked by correspondents whether the Neo lao Hak Xat party would be
allowed to participate in the election, General Ihoumi stated that

z¥hough tertain leederns of the party were sti1l under detention, the

Jieo Lao Hak Xat party had never teen abolished or dissolved; thexrefore
'

no wsy 48 cpen to prevent the party from submitting its candidates ard
".‘n"g"iépkrrac»ixfoi}t"ée_l}é"iqxe@rleg__gp;gt,;kfifiéf”féht;'jx’I"gn1tapic1trap ‘It is also

rether difficult for the present govermment to iosue an order %o

dissolve the gald political party, be pointed out. .

' 1l

‘

The present government (wishes to see harmony and unit
R

:

k

:

> ,
y emong all Laotian

/ people throughout the country?). Asked about his personal cr:ginian on the . .
. matter, General Phoumi stated that the army always believes that if all’ "oy

zglitic;irgirc:ie:, g; as minytis-'pdssible of sughpolitical ‘parties in Laos,
- should pate an election, itwouldbe cl

was a Just and peaceful one, ’_ {
e ptond tpat s olec§ion



NEW AMBASSADOR TO LAOS

MR. J. M. ADDIS

Mr. J.M. Addis, until recently head of the southern

department of the Foreign Office, has been appointed

Ambassador to Laos, in succession to Mr. A.H. Lincoln.

Qur Diplomatic Correspondent writess—

The appointment of Mr. Addis to Vientiane means

that the Foreign Office will have there one of
its most experienced Chinese experts at a time
when the position in Laos may possibly be the

key to an improvement or deterioration of the
situation in the Far East.

Mr. Addis served in Nanking and later in Peking from

1947 to 1951, and as Counsellor and at times Charge

d'Affaires in Peking from 1954 to 1957.

~

(the TIMES (London) Thursday, 28 January 1960)


