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Press Relesse SG/87L
15 November 1959

SECRETARY-GENERAL CALLSMR, TUOMIOJA TO LACS

Secretary-General Deg Hammarskjold who arrived in Leos 12 November has,

after discussions with representatives of the Laos Government, in the light

of previous studies of the problems Lsos is facing, instructed Mr. Sakari

Tuomioja, Executive Secretary of the Unlted Nations Economic Commission for

Europe, to review the econcmic situation of Laos, in particular the role of

economic and techaical assistance rendered by the United Netions for +the
furtherance of economic growth and stability.

’

Mr. Tuomioje has been requested to come to Laos while the Secretary-

General is still there so as to provide him with an opportunity to discuss

the scope of the study to be undertaken. Mr. Tuomioja has been requested

to report on his findings to the Secretary-General witnin four weeks. His

report will be taken up for immediste study by the Secretariast in consulta-

tion with the Specialized Agencies.

In additicn to the task Just mentioned Mr. Tuomioja will, during his

stey in Vientisne, follow up the discussions initisted by the Secretary-

General and provide him with such further informaticn as would be of

importance for the Jjudgment regerding thevassistance he might most

appropriately render under the Charter, teking into account also other

international agreements which provide a framework for the development

of Laos.
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SAKARY TUCMTOJA

o al N,
3 ograrhizal Note

Sakari Tuonicle has served os Frocutive OCecretory of the UN Economic
,

Cammission for Europe since 2 Septemter 1357. :

Me. Tuomioja was beon in 19¢] ab Tampere, Finland. He received & low

degree in 1930 at Helsinki University. In 1933 he was named Secrétary of

the Finance Comnittee of the Finnich FParlisment end bacame Secretary to the

Stete Finance Auditors in 1933. ¥Fron 1540 to 10k, he served es Fermanent’

.'Secretaryiin the Ministry of Finance. He served es Minister of Finance in

1944 -45, of Commerce in 1950, of Foreign Affeirs in 1951-52, and as Prime

Minister in 1953-54, He vas also Governor of the Bank of Finland from

1945 to 1955 ond later served as Finland's Ambasscedor to the United Kingdom.

He was his countfy's representative to tle International Bark for
'

Reconstruction énd Development end the International Monetary Fund from

1948 to 1955.
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