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I still owe you my sinecere thanks for your oonstructive and valuable

delay in replying was caused by my inten.
tion to wait until he had had an opportunity to report to you on omr con.
versation in Ueneva and to tell me about your view. The other day, I re-
ceived his letter on the matter and I avail myself of this opportunity to
thank you also for the valuable information he was transmitting from you.

2. Events have now in some respects by-passed our previocus considerations
and the situation facing us presents difficulties of greater seriocusness.
However, neither you nor I have been taken by surprise. As we have feared,
the situation has turmed for the worse in the absence of appropriste ar.
rangement.s for the handling of the conflict.

3. I just received your message, tranmmitted by cable 6 August. I thank
you for it. Again, I am, in essential respects, in agreement with you on the
points you raised. One thing is that we have run into difficulties regarding
the operation of the Commission. Another and quite different matter would be
for that reason to attempt to take the conflict outside the scope of the
Geneva Agreements, with all the further complications that might flow from
Nehl'“p'.

he Bot belisving in the possibility of useful action now within or through
the Security Couneil -~ or the General Assembly . and facing the difficulties
- which have arisen regarding the Commission, I tend to believe that the most
perspective open to us is the cne indicated in your reference to

this context, I wish to tell you that ] have been approached - so far on a
hypothetical basls .. with the question whether I would consider a joint de.
mand of the two Co-chairmen, that I appoint an impartial fact.finder to

seek information on the position on the frontiers of laos and Viet Ham and
to recommend means of reducing tensions, as providing a basis on whieh I

could act. My reply in principle .. llkewise given on a hypothetical basis -
has been in the affirmative, as such an approach would maintain the matter
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5« ‘Thanking you again for your various commmnications which eon-
siderably facilitate efforts from our side to render such assistance
be demanded and as may be withinm the rangs of ocur compstence,
to reiterate my assurance to you of my willingness, personal-
to do what I can within the framework of the general politiecal
legal view of the situation which I know that we sharse.




