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The refugee problem is not merely a Jewish or a
Chrfétian problem but a challenge to all civilized people. Of t
the refugees coming here, roughly apeaking, one-half are Jewish
and the other half of thém have conslidered themselves Christians
for 2 or 3 generations and have been persecuted because of some
remote Jewlsh ancestor. Another group are the many political

refugees: men and women who have held liberal opinions and

supported causes unpopular with the Nazi regime.

It is indeed unfortunate that the refugee problem
should colincide with the problem of unemployment in this country |
but America with her 120 million people would not need to be
afrald i1f in the coming year for the first time since the official
regulation of immigration in 1921 the German and Austrian com-

bined quota of 30,000 will be filled.

The fact is that while under the present quota law
in the Unlted States from all countries in the world about
156,000 persons can be admitted each year, America actually
recelived in the six years from July, 1932 to July 1938 a total
of about 241,000 immigrants and in that same period 246,000
persons left the country permanentlyzﬁbr an outge nearly 5,000
above the influx,

It might interest you to know that in the loeyear
period from July, 1905 to July, 1914 a total of 10,000,000
immigrants entered the U. S. A.

Perhaps you would like to hear the German flgures:
In spite of the yearly quota allowing more than 30,000, there
were in 1934 about 4,000; in 1935 about 5,000; in 1936 about
€,000; in 1937 abeut 11,000; and in 1938 about 12,000. All

these refugees were permitted to enter the country only with
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an affidavit from a person living in America,,h assuring that the

refugee shall not become a public charge.

Ahother assuring circumstance 1s that among the
30,000 refugess who might come over during £he veriod of one
-year, there are only about 8,000 men looking for jebs, and the
other twoéthirds are wémen and chlldren and therefore for the

most part merely consumers of American goods.




There are, furthermore, among the refugees a great
number with a specialised training and with abilitles which
might fit them for Jjobs, vacant because American unemployed
cannot or will not fill them. Especially among ihe Austrian
and Czechoslovakian immigrants one finds ah astonishingly high

number of skilled workers and craftsmen.

It is very reassuring to hear from England in the
report to the English House of Commons on Kovember 21, 1938,
by the Home Secretary, that 11,000 refugees who have settled
in England have given employment to 15,000 Britlish workmen.

In many circumstances refugee-immigrants are actually
increasing employment in the United States today. All over the
country industries and businesses, large and small, are springing
up which are employing Americans who were previously unemployed.
Of the hundreds of enterprises started by refugees 1 should like

to mention only a few:

A knitting mill in Connecticut, started by a German

refugee, 1s employing 10 Americans,

A dress factory in New York started by a refugee 1s

employing 7 refugees and 75 Americans.

A large factory in New York, making springs for chalrs,

is employing about 100 Amerlcans.

In some cases whole industries or sections of industries
have been transferred completely to thlis country. There are

already many small craft-shops, started by skllled workers,

where leather novelties are made which were formerly imported




from Vienna. Right here in Boston some frlends of mine are
planning to establish a factory for skl boots formerly lmported
from Austria. They plan to begin with 10 Austrians who have
gpecialized in this work and with 30 Americans.

A refugee shirtmaker who used to export shirts from
Germany to Latin America now has a small factory in New Orleané
employing American labor, and 1s continuing to export his shirts
to Latin America.

In Lawrence, Massachusetts, there 1s a stocking
factory started a few years ago by some German refugees, which

now employs almoét exclusively American labor,

There are farm projects (on which refugees will be
able to raise their food) planned in Virginia, North Carolina,
and Alaska and some other places not yet cultlivated or already

abandoned by Americans,

Ivbeiieve, that the field of arts wlll surely profit
from the cooperation of highly talented personevwho now come
over with their experience in music, drawing, painting, and
the theater.

There 1s certainly one very ﬁenaiti#e area where the
"addition of even a few hundred refugees might become felt, 1if
placement 1s not handled with skill and farsightedness, that

of the colleges and universities., But here the history of the
great migrations of intelligentsia from the gsettlement of the
Arable scholars in Spain up tc the Hugenot and Russian mlgration

in our modern times teaches that the recelving countries have
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profited more than those which expelled their thinkers. Here
also new fields for work and possibilitles of progress have

generally been opened.

There are finally the physlcigne. American physlclans
in many parts of the country are already having a hard time.
But I have heard from authorities that there are dlstricts in
America where a number of doctors and dentists would still be
welcomed, because American doctors of quality have not chosen
to go there. Here right distributlion seems to be the main point
to be regarded, and then areas not jyet favored will have
excellent representatives of the medical profession with long

experience.

Kow we must remember that not a single person is
permitted to enter this country under the German quota unless
he has elther money already invested in this country or unless
he is able to obtain an affidavit. By far the larger group
have to have affidavits.

The funde that support the refugee untll he becomes a
producer are largely drawn from bank balances of private givers

and represent money previously unused,

I must repeat that almost every refugee who enters
this country must have an affidavit from someone. The question
of whether the affidavits are legally as well as morally binding
upon the person who gives them has never been tested in the

courts., This in itself is a very reassuring sign that the people

to whom affidavits have been given have never yet needed
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dupp&bt unexpectedly. Thls also shows In what an efficient way
the many committees who help refugees have enabled them to become
immediately self-gupporting. While the moral responsibility to
find employﬁent for the recipient of an affidévit is very great,
I have never heard of a case where the recipient has become an
unexpected financial burden to the person who enabled him to

enter this country.

The U, S. Govefnment initiated the Evian Conference
which led to the setting up of a permanent intergovernmental
comrittee where the U, S., British, French, Scandinavian and
Dutch governments are especially active., In this country Just

for the moment the greatest discussion 1s about the Wagner Bill.

Thiés bill would admit to the United States 20,000
vchildreﬁ_under 14 and if I may cite the &pinion of Dorothy Thompson
and many other Americans this bill would admit to the U, S. A.
Ammigrants of aﬁ age group which is preclsely the one for which
there 1s a definite need--and the organizations supporting 1t are
preparad to take care of every one of the children. 1t 1s the

first planned immigration which you have ever had.

I+ is & contribution both from the humanitarian and from

the practical viewpoint.

The American falling birthrate is a cause of concern for
many statisticians. Children under 14 therefore fall into the age
group which is most desirable for lmmigration according to authorities -
and coming to the U. S. 4., in an impressionable age and being taken
immedlately into American famillies the assimilation, which usually

takes two or three generations will be accomplished in one.
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The children avallable come mostly from an excellent background.

Contrary to genetal opinlon, these children are by
ho means all Jewish. If the blll passes it is the intention
of the American Friends Service Committee, the organization of
the Quakers, which has the selection in its hands, to choose
chlldren from various racial and religious categories, and
select them all with particular view to their health and in-
telligence. There are Catholic children, Protestant children,
Jewish children, and others classified under the Cerman law
as non-Aryan--only they may have only a Jewish grandmother and

have been brought up as Christians for generations.
1 wish I could arouse your sympathy for this bill.

The refugess coming from Central Europe, especially
in the last months, have been deprived of all financlal resources.
But one thing of which they can never be deprived is their
bralns and their character. llany of them have contributed
decidedly to the culture and economic strength of the country

they are leaving.

If you think of this tremendous problem perhaps you

ask yourself how you can help.

You can help by giving an affidavit in order to bring
these people over to America--and by giving it to a worthy

person you choose a future good American citizen.

You can help by trying to find openings for those

who are already here,
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You can help by taking & family or a single person

for a shorter or longer time into your home,

You can help by taking a child into your family
while the parents are looklng for a Job orv&re establishing

themgelves,.

You can help by adopting a child who has to leave

his family for gocd.

You can help by asking refugee familles or single
persons to Bour houses, to meet your friends in order to let

ther feel that your sympathy &s with them.

Why, there are thousands of ways to help--I cannot

mention them all.

Follow your generous American heart and you will

know what to do!
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