
Middle East. Correspondence
with Egypt and United Arab
Republic: Middle Eas...

HS L 179:130b



fld)Q Hlrveoriice o/t

/ 139 :430b

fmfli%%%%
1956 - €/

Nasser, Gamal Hboed [ Previdustof <
e

VAR, Caive/
- 3 dllors ffi,&mmfi/
— f menageo OH.



’ '

Message to ‘ser 11 November 1956

:m«wm«mumw-mm
 Ambaseador Loubfl. While fully usderstanding the wish for all possible
My,lutmw«qwmahu&thtmmwm

|

’mmmumaumrmxmmmmum
nmnmmmammmuuwww =

mm mmi&fifmahtumwtfintih&bt,mb
Mmh“mwanummucp

:

‘umtw,mxfmwumwmx,mm :

mmammmummuzmmum ‘

operstion. uuawmmxmmmwumm
= hlwuwmmu.

, -,nmunmmmmmwmm
a-umiu.umummmmm:e:mmmnm
mmtbam;«ummmw On the other |

whtfimhM@pnafi#WMo&M

;,i.wnmmmmmmmm«u’
:

 the Force. wmmwmmmwhmw -

Mmmmnmmwmmamuw.wm
fiMWiedmmnflfoemwh

',wwnmtmummmm. I need mot elaborate what
~

such &failuremight mesn. mm:wuxmmmmwm

mmmm«mmmummumm
'Wwwmmuwwmm.xunm
ummmmw,muammuwwm,nm,
wwmmwxm“nxmammmorm«m



Q

'

mmmm:mmmwnm.pwmm

»uummmm xtuwmsmmmm o
unmmmmmwxmmerm

m,emamwmmmm.ummmwu-

"mmmmmzmmmmum-mmmm-
: mum.umwmsmmmmm-mm

|

mmmumMuwmu»mm
gt out_aove this Mmmummmwpuuwammm

: _‘MMMhm.Mmthmrmwmmh aceept

“*mmwmmw.mumw ,;_'
e

.;mwmu, puwwmmmmmamm
-rxmmmmmmwnwmmum.uw
,-immmmouwoamormxmmm

 umits. It is the stendpoint taken by the Scandimavien coustries, themselves,
”ffjuauxuzmm,mmmmmmmm,

‘

wmmmummmmaxm
-

e xwmwm-umwmmm’
'}'-VIVQWaaMMMIm/M risks for mmmm

"mmmmmw,zumntm&mmm
‘wuwmmmxwmmmmmmmmm



Er. President,
v

:

As we are now resching & new stage in the development which I had
x,Wh&uflMwmwbtfiMflM.fimlmutsfifiu:whhudm

mmsmmnmzmw
I have a fair hope that we naym;m,fifiamahfiaM

. umum&,w,ammmwmammm
to register important, although for matursl reasons never publicisedmammummwxmmwu
]-Mmfwmmhwmw <

represent a MW%%MM#mmmanwma,humhn
ore

specific,I base mwm,«m
- be mistaken. With ,mzmwmmxmM



able, again, to take advantageof a visit
r a

personal exchange of views with you.

our

1 hopeto be

»

mi
|.|3m

iumuzmwzma



&

tmumunm,mcmmumnmw,

nqmmm,amuuutmmm,
xunumuumwmmm
o mm,munnmaaummMmim

:

: muwwmmum‘ "of Mice and Men", -nam

»mmw'mm«mm" mumu-m»

_-*mmmmzummwmmmmamvum
’~mmamwmmmmnumvmuwm

+

nwm.,.
xmmmwmuunmnmmxmm

mmmflmxwummhM\,;: uinmnx.
:

m&nmm, £
:



<

‘mnmmmt
mmmnmom

mmua-mumm

_ of the Usited Nations Force has been reseived todsy. I
Pmmmm:»mmmmmm

?.armmmmmm uith this in view
vuawmwummm,_ : - =

,aamwmmmu m«m—

 tion, A theseme time ss earnsst] : urgesWof
e s Bl etBek

 Hatioms mmm mmmm«ffidm
‘

'MMk, m. m, m‘,W,mm 7,
:

_.mmma.n



Talk with President Nasser

7 January 1959
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The talk covered the whole area of the specific arrangements regarding

Syria and Jordan which is reflected in later cables to Spinelli and von Horn

etc. I have reason to put down here only the general political background

as I presented it, discussing recent difficulties for UNEF,

I pointed out to the President that we now had achieved the miracle

of having the UNEF run for more than two yearé without any serious frictions.

That had succeeded, not only thanks to the good-will on both sides, but

also, and especially, because we had stuck t® the assumptions on which

the UNEF was established in efit fall of'l956._Were the conditions under which

UNEF operated to be changed, we were bound to have difficulties. It seemed

better to anticipate such a situation than to run into it unawares. I felt

that recent events had brought us to the point where such an anticipation

had become necessary.

In concrete terms the new situation had arisen because of the steps

taken by Egypt in Sinai, and because oflcertain initiatives in Gaza. I had

no right to pass any judgment on Egyptsrecent military measures in Sinai

as they were within the limits of Egyptian sovereign rights and as they, at

least in view of the lapseof time, could not be said to go against any promise

given to me by President Nasser in 1956 or 1957. The President said that these

steps were, all of them, political reactions to the development on the Syria/

Israel border and that, therefore, they did not involve any change of policies

from Egypt's side as regards military arrangements in Sinai.
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I then raised the concrete questions: the building of the strategical road

up to E1l Auja; the deployment of troops back of our lines; the stationing of

MIGs in El Arish; and the request for widened rights in the Gaza strip for

Palestinian Police. I also referred to our difficulties to maintain the proper

strength of UNEF short of recourse to new countries. Among these measures I,

in a certain sense, gave the greatest significance to the suggestion for

widened rights for the Police in Gaza but I wanted to comment in particular on

the situation in El Arish. The legal position of the UNEF had now becomg
vvery ambiguous dfia was not in line with what we héd assumed from the beginning.

It is true that there was no "joint operation" but we had "simultaneous

physical presence", especially in El Arish. A new dog-fight among jets might

easily take place and bring the Israelis down to E1l Arish. I did not believe

that the Israelis would repgard the UN as some kind of Red Cross and

therefore avoid bombing the airfield if they found it convenient. In that

situation the UNEF would become party to hostilities. I could not but look at

the way in which the UNEF might get squeezed betweén Egypt and Israel with the

deepest concern. On the other hand, we simply had to find a way forward as

Egypt was in its right when stationing MIG's at El1 Arish, and as we for the

time being could not withdraw from the airfield. The situation to which I had

referred - which was only one example of what might happen -lead to much

wider issues,

The UNEF might have to be liquidated for two reasons, either because there

was no longer any need for the Force = I did not personally believe that we had

reached that stage yet, nor did I believe that the President felt that we had

reached it - or because I, as responsible for the UNEF, considered that the

conditions under which the Force operated had been changed in such a way and

to such an extent as to render a continued operation impossible,
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I would not say that we were there yet, but if Egypt continued on

the same line they had been following now for a while, we might easily be

brought to a breaking point. Naturally, I hoped that Egypt would find it possible

to withdraw again its troops and its aircraft (which anyway was in an indefen-

sible position at El Arish), but the leastI must expect that Egypt would do,

would be not to move further in a direction squeezing UNEF or makingit an

apron for a military build-up. I had to make ;t clear that the situation

as it was, gave rise to problems which I did not feel that I was entitled to

handle on my own. They would thereforé be reported to the Advisory Committee

with all that this meant politically. Naturally, I hoped that the technicians

would be able to elaborate such operational plans as would make it possible

for me to take a positive stand in the Advisory Committee, but I had to

reserve my position even on this point.

The President replied that there was one point he wished to make perfectly

clear. He did not want UNEF to withdraw., The time might come when he had to

ask the UNEF to leave, but he could assure me that he then would go straight
.

for it and not try to operate by a change of working conditioné which would force

us to take the initiative., He had nothing to gain,once he reached the stage

where he would have to ask for the withdrawal of UNEF, by going for the matter

in a round-about way. Rather the opposite.

Regarding a new contingent he said that his reason to resist acceptance

of new countries, was that the inclusion of such a new contingent, even if caused

by the withdrawal of some other national contingénts, would be interpreted as

an indication that he and we counted on a long continued operation. I must however

know that the UNEF in (inter-Arab and Communist) propaganda was a delicate issue

and he had to aveid giving such an impression, especiallylat the present phase

when he had opened an all-out war on the communists in the Arab world.
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The President raised the guestion of the relations between UNEF and UNTSO.

He said that he felt that our way of handling it, gave Israel a good argument

for continuing its sabotage of the MAC, I explained the situation and the

President's final word was that, after having made his observations, he left

the matter to my judgment.

Talking about the imperative interest of Egypt, as I saw matters, to help

us in reducing tension in the Huleh area, I used an argument concerning possible

developments somewhat similar to the one which I used to Ben-Gurion, stressing

especially the way border-line friction, involving also the Southern area,

in the worst case might open the door_to initiatives somewhat similar to those

of last summer. The President made no difficulties in agreeing to the two

points regarding Huleh on which I had got Ben-Gurion's acceptance,


