Middle East. Suez Canal
clearing, Canal users, Canal
financing: Middle East...

HS L 179:129b




@é?j Ha vy mv1ars () Sals  Samnd,

L 979+ A23 0

5% ez Cavial Use i

L)




P0/230 EGY (1)

. Bir, _ |
In tbotb-uico of the Soei‘ttry-mral, I have ﬂn
honour to aeknoviedge the receipt of your letter dated 16 July
1957, trensmitting & commnication of the Kew Zealasd Governzent
' concerning thtbucz Canal, end to inform you that i{ts contents
Vi1l be brought to the attention of the gecretary-Gemeral.
Accept, 8ir, the reneved assurances of my hlghut

‘Andrev W. Cordier

Executive Asoistant to
the Secretary-Ceneral

consideration. i

‘X His Excelleopey
. 8ir lsalie m’ !.c.l-d.
Amdassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Peruanent Repressntative of New Zuhnd o
the United Nations
Peruanent Mission of Haev Zealand to the
United Xaticns
Rockafellsy Center
630 PifLh Avenue, Suite 530
Neow York 20, New York




New ZEALAND MISSION
THE UM@TED NATIONS
©FIFTH AVENUE, SUITE 530

NeEw YORK 20, N. Y.

TELEPHONE
JUbson 8-0080
]

' % 177‘“44_;* 16 July 1957
ANk ot
Za
Sir,

v o

On instructions from my Government, I have the honour
to transmit to ycu the following communication:-

"In the New Zealand Government's view, freedom

of navigation in the Suesz Canal demands that the inter-
national character of the Canal be fully observed and
that it be operated under a system which, while of
benefit to Egypt, is financially stable, efficient,
free from the workings of personal capr{co and naticnal
ambition and is not discriminatory against the shipping
of any single country. The New Zealand Government,
which is a member of the Suez Canal Users' Association,
reserves the right to work, along with other countries,
for a settlement with Egypt which will satisfy these

. conditions, : ; : .

"The New Zealand Government is accordingly in-
terested in any clarification which may be obtained
concerning those aspects of the Egyptian Delcaration
of 2, April 1957 to which special reference was made
by the President of the Security Council in expressing
the consensus c¢f opinion registered at the Council's
meeting of 20 and 21 May."

The New Zealand Government does not, at least for the

B

present, request that the communication set out above be

circulated for the information of other members of the

/
7/

United Natiopa.

Accept, Sir,.the assurances of my highest cdnsidefation;

B

Permanent Representative of
. New Zealand :
The Secretary-General,
United Nations,
NEW YORK. .
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His Excellency :
 M¥r, Karl I, Eskelund
 Permanent n'pmmtaun at Deamark
: to the United Nations
Hotel Beaux Arts, Room 1706N
307 Bast 44hth Street
New York xv, X,
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New York, March 13, 1957.

Sir, _
v Further to my letter of Mafch 11 concerning the situ-
ation in the Strait of Tiran and the Golf of Aqaba I have the
honour under instruction from the Danish governmenf;to advice
that according to information received in Copqnhagon Aave 3 ,
minor ships during the last 3 months been able without hinder.-
ness to pass to and frém Elath: the Italian boat "Katrina Ma-
dra", the Dutch boat "Fedele" and the Costa Rican boat "Pandc;
ra". The information presumably was given to the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs on March 11 or 12.

. With reference to the question raised in'my abovemen-
tioned letter I have furthef been requestéd to urge the impor-

tance of an answer from you as soon as ever possible. Taking

" the whole situation into conslderation the Danish shipping

company "Jutlandia" which is the owner of ."Birgitte Toft" con-
siders the possibility of refusing.to pass through the .strait
up to Elath. The takingof this step out of concern of thé'

safety of the crew of course preéupposes that an actual danger-

must be envisaged, as this would be the legal basis for the

refusal. The Danish government as you may know considers that"
there should be free passage for all ships through the strait
and the golf. Considering both tﬁo question of principle {neti

volved and the necessity to dqcido on the actual problem at

]
|

Dag Hammarskjdld ,

Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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hand, that of "Birgitte Toft" which Vili arrive in the areé about |
March 20,the Danish government urgently requires at least an
interim answer to my abovementioned letter, not later than
March 19. It would be highly appreciated if the answer could

be at hand slightly before, considering that the time difference
from here to Copenhagen and from Copenhagen to the Red Sea area
would make it difficult to communicate the content to the ship-
owner and to have the consequential decision ffom theii part for- -
warded to the master of the ship in times if information cannot

be despatched by us at loast-in the morning of March'19}

: Specifically the Danish Government would appreciate in-
formation concerning thé possibility of mining in and near the
route "Birgitte Toff" has to take, and also if possiﬁie advice
as to whether UNEF can be expected to stay at the Strait of Tiran
and 1n|£he Aqaba Golf area unéil about April 15. The latter in-
formation 1s wanted to make sure that "Birgitte Toft", having
finished her stay in Elath, will also be able safely to leave the '

areae.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to‘you, Sir,

the assurances of my highest consideration.

Karl I. Eskelund.




1 wich S0 esimdedge your dstter of 11 Earch 1957 by wiich
§ou informed me that the Denlsh bosd sBirgitte Toft® cumed by the
ehipping compeny "Jublmndla® with o Denish erew, having boma
mﬁwammummmuqu :
TPEIYy g €uo &b tho Strait of Tiren ob the emtranco o the Oalf
6@ Aqeda ebout 20 March om ite way to Durben froa Flathe Ia youwr
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talen es recognized, that 49, 4 the Egypbien Coverrmeud doee
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Concerning ths fired pert ef your inquiry, thnctuem
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in tha Calf of Aquda, esued oo § Septemder 1955 by the Director-
Gensrel of the Ports end Lighthouses Aduinistretion,
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Er, Rarl 3. Enirelynd

Permenezd Representative of Dammsek
to t.ho Cnited Rotions




¥ith respest to the second part of your inquiry, UNEF will
porfora the funcbions which are within ite terms of preferentsy as
definsd by the Ceneral Agsemdly. In this connexion, I should 1l
to rafer you to Part IV of ny Report to the General Assembly of 24
Jamusry 1957, end particulerly to paragreph 29 of that Repert (A/3R22).
nmmtmemmxumbnwmmmno:zrmwynn
(A/RI/561) moted this Ropart with eprreciztion and considered that
after full withirmal of Isracl frem the Sharm el-Shelkh and Cazs
aress, the scrupulous maintensnce of the Armistice Agresmest riquires
the pleging of the United Mations Emergensy Foree oa the Egyptism-
Torasl ermistics dmarcsbion 1ine end the implezentstion of othar
measures as propoced ia the aemhi-y-ﬂmd'o repors, with @ueo
mmwzmm«wmmmu&.mum
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eonditions in the area”,
_ 1 would elso liko to add that, s you &re of courss @wr,
UHEP doss mot heve mavel esnbingeto o cther special means forr
‘deteching minos or cther dangors of this kind. Vo have mo informaticnm
to tho effost thet the straite ore mimed,

 Agospt, au.zumwxwwumucm
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New York, March 11, 1957.

Sir,

Under the instruction from myAgOVernmen; I wish to
inform you that the Danish boat "Bifgitte Toft" owned by
the shipping company "Jutlandia" with a Danish crew, of 26,
.having bsen chartered by an American company has Sy this
company been subchartered to an Israeli company. The latter
has ordered the ship to go from‘Durban”to Elath in th§ Gélf
of Aqaba. "Birgitte Toft" has left Durban and is due at -
the Strait of Tiran about March 20.

Hav}ng in mind the safety of the crew the Foreign

' Kiﬁistry has on the request of the Danish shipping cOmﬁany

instructed me to ascertain if the'freedom of passage 1ntd-and g
in the Golf of Aqaba can be taken as recognised, thgf~}s,if
the Egyptian government does actually recognise the f:eedom
of passage through the Strait of Tiran and the Golf of Aqaba
30 that the passage of "Birgitte Toft",either by such recosni=
tion on the part of the Egyptiln government or by such pro-
tection as the UNEF can give,may be held to be in no danger
of either directattacks or mining. :

I shall apnreciate very much an answer at your earliest

convenienco.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you,

Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Karl I. ESk.lundo_

Thae Honourable
Da, g Hammarsk)dld,

Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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with a view to presesting to the Secrelary~Genoral of the United Nations,
 eonsider should govern the operation of the Sues Csusl pending & final settle-

ment in aecurdsnce with the six reguirements set forth in the resolution ;

of the Seeurity Couneil of October 13, 1956 and in light of the letters of
the Secretary-leceral and the Forelgn Vindster of Egypt of Cotober 24 and
Boveuber 2, 1956, This position 1o seb forth in the emolosure to this alde-
The four Govermmants desive, in sddition, to inform the Secretary-
mquﬂwmmMmamammm
the Canal should not bs deslt with im the agresmsst for an inberin srvengesent,
MMMW&W&MM‘MMM

mmmumwuumsmm —
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gonclusion of an interim arrangersnt on the basls set forth in the enclosure
%o the alde-memolire. In the ovent that in the cowrse of these diseussions the
Egyptisn Oovernment should sdvance sugrsetions for material chmgzus, it is
the understanding of the four Governmesds that the Seeretary-General would
comomiente such suggesiions to then fopr eonsideration.

mma

Polnke to be Covered in Interis
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Hew York, Februsry 19, 1957. Y faree &5 Qy Faciz
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1. Egypt would designste the 158D or the U us agent to vecelve, hold,
end dlspose of all Cansl tolls wnder an sgreewont, the purpose of wieh
is to protect the interests of kgypt and the ueers and to facilitate ihe
_m«wmmnmmm The identity of the sgent
wuld be specified in the sgreement,

2. ALl tolls would be veceived by the agent and placed inca Sues
Gasal sccownt on terss providimg that the sgent should pay over to Egypt
megmwwmmmmuwm,mmw
 pensinder would be held by the agent in the Juss Canal secount, to bs
disbursed at & later date in conforsity with $he provisioms of s finsl
Sues Carsl setbtlement in acvordance with the six prineiples approved

by the Seowrdly Cowscll on Getober 13, 1956 and in Light of the exchange
wmmmmmrmmwmumma
“m&lﬂ.
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a final scbtlewent, would be in secordance with the six prineiplec approved
ummnmmw“mmaww
mam




Dear Mr. Cordier,
During my viait. to Oslo last week I had the oceasion to disms
with the Hinistry and with people r‘pﬂpmting the shipowners in Norway
various aspects of the reopening of the Suez Canal. During these dis-
m-iona, I took some notes regarding a number of points upon which
information and elarification would be very useful for the shipping
business to receive in advance of the resumption of traffic in the
Canal. I wonder if you huvt some Momtim m:m. on t-huc
: ' points? They are: 2 :
1. Technical data with mpm to the Canal dux-ug the opmiag
| phase, covering such points as draught, vidth, signalling
“system, location of wrecks etc. : :
Pilots, teehnicians and erafts i.naludmg tugs sad launches.
The situation with respect to surr:ieing of ships and customs
' elwanea ete. of the ships when they mor Port Said m Suez.
The Agents played a vital role in these operations. Are
mpetont Agontn available now a.rter many of the old anu ha'u
left? ; :
A Techntoal equipment. Dctmad ,u:muoa would be appreciated.
(Dredgers, pumpers, floating cranes, lighters, water boats etc.)
Ang cther intamtim than t.he pcints hm liatad weuld also b.
; appneiat.od

Yours sincerely,

/s/ Hans Engen
Permanent Representative of
Norway to the United Nations

Mr, Andrew Cordier
Executive Assistant

to the Seeretary-General
United Nations
New York 17, N. Y.




