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In ofinnbc'ht of the mem-mmal, I have tht

honour to acknoviedge the receipt of your letter dated 16 July

1957, transmittinga commntication of the New Zealand Government
:

concerning thobncz Canal, end to inform you that its contents

vill be brought to the attention of the Secretary-gemeral.
Accept, g8ir, the reneved assurances of my huh«'t-

‘Andrev W. Cordter
Executive Asoistant to
the Secretary-Ceneral

consideration.
3

-\ His Excellepey
. 81r lsalie m’ xoc'"odo

Amdessador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Peruanent Repressatative of New ualuu %o

the United Nations
Peraanent Mission of Howv Zealand to the

United Xaticns
* Rockafellsr Center

630 Pifth Avenue, Suite 550
. Rew York 20, New Ycrk

,



New ZEALAND MISSION

’_g_ THE URTED NATIONS
* FIFTH AVENUE, SUITE 530

NeEw YORK 20, N. Y.

TELEPHONE
JuUbson 8-0080
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16 auly 1957

A puk. Ly let
|

|

Z
Sir, Ty

1
On instructions from my Government, I have the honour

to transmit to ycu the following communication:-

"In the New Zealand Government's view, freedom
of navigation in the Suesz Canal demands that the inter-
national character of the Canal be fully observed and
that it be operated under a system which, while of
benefit to Egypt, is financially stable, efficient,
free from the workings of personal capr{ce and national
ambition and is not discriminatory against the shipping
of any single country. The New Zealand Government,
which is a member of the Suez Canal Users' Association,
reserves the right to work, along with other countries,
for a settlement with Egypt which will satisfy these

. conditions, :

,

:

:

.

"The New Zealand Government is accordingly in-
terested in any clarification which may be obtained
concerning those aspects of the Egyptian Delcaration
of 24 April 1957 to which special reference was made

by the President of the Security Council in expressing
the consensus of opinion registered at the Council's
meeting of 20 and 21 May,."

The New Zealand Government does not, at least for the
eoy s b

present, request that the communication set out}abpie'bi
i

circulated for the information of other members of the

’

United Nations,
Accept, Sir,‘the assurances ofmy highest cdnsideiation; ,

=
e

:

Permanent Representativeof
h New Zealand, :

The Secretary-General,
United Nations,
NEW_YORK.. :
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:vnmmin the Strait m&t‘fi and GulfammnxaS
.

| dated13March1957, Thd letter, I believe,mist havem
|

 wrtttenbefore yourecelved.ny replyto your firstletter| vidoh T aleoclepatohed on 13Jarch, I amsurethat youe
mmfi;_, that 1 hmmnstmtoet ;have.;,..‘,
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New York, March 13, 1957.

Sir,
.

|

Further to my letter of Mafch 11 concerningthe situ-

ation in the Strait of Tiran and the Golf of Agaba I have the

honour under instruction from the Danish governmenf:to advise

that according to information received in Copqnhagen Aavo 3
|

minor ships during the last 3 months been able without hinder.

ness to pass to and from Elath: the Italian boat "Katrina Ma-

dra", the Dutch boat "Fedele" and ‘the Costa Rican boat "Pandc-

ra". The information presumably was given to the Ministry for

Foreign Affairs on March 11 or 12.

, With reference to the question raised in.my abovemen-

tioned letter I have furthef been requestéd to urge the impor-.
tance of an answer from you as soon as ever possible. Taking

"

the whole situation into consideration the Danish shipping

company "Jutlandia" which is the owner of ."Birgitte Toft" con-

siders the possibility of refusingto pass through the .strait

up to Elath. The takingof this step out of concern of thé' e

safety of the crew of course preéupposes that an actual dangerA
must be envisaged, as this would be the legal basis for the

refusal. The Danish government as you may know considers that' ?i
vthere should be free passage for all ships through the strait

and the golf. Considering both the question of principle-in-f--fl
volved and the necessity to dqcido on the actual problem at

k|
|
|

Dag Hammarskjdld ,

Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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hand, that of "Birgitte Toft" which Vill arrive in the area abou

March 20,the Danish government urgently requires at least an

interim answer to my abovementioned Ietter, not later than

Mareh 19. It would be highly appreciated if the answer could
4

be at hand slightly before, censidering that the time difference

from here to Copenhagen and from Copenhagen to the Red Sea area.

would makeit difficult to communicate the content to the ship-
’

owner and to have the consequential decision from their part for- fi
warded to the master of the ship in timeyif inrormation cannot

:

be despatched by us at least 4in the morning of March 19.

|

Specifically the Danish Government would'appreciate.in-
formation concerning the possibility of mining in and near the

route "Birgitte Toft" has to take, and also if possible advice

as to whether UNEF can be expected to stay at the Strait of Tiran ;
and in the Aqaba Golf area until about April 15. The latter in-

formation is wanted to make sure that "Birgitte Toft", having
,

finished her stay in Elath, will also be able safely to leave the
i

areae.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Sir,

the assurances of my highest consideration.

Karl I. Eskelund.



sir, :
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I wich o ssimmdedge your dstter of 11 Mareh 1957 by which
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@ Aqaba chout 20 March ¢n ite way to Durben froa Flsth. I youwr

Letter you stete thet your Fereigm Windetry has instructed you W

asoertain 40 She froedom of pessage irto the Culf of Agads caa b9
taken es recognized, that 49, 4 the Egypbien Coverrmeud doee
mmnmummwmsmmwd
Teren ond the Culf of Ageds e0 that the passage ef Mtu?d‘t'
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in the Calf of Aquda, feeued cn § Septemder 1955 by the Director-
Gonsrel of the Ports end Ligithouses Aduinistretion.



¥ith respest to the second part of your inquiry, UNEF will
porfora the functions which ere within its termeof referensey as

defirzd by the Ceneral Assembly. In this cormemion,I should 1l
to refer you to Part IV of my Report to the General Assembly of 24 .

Janusry 1977.0049“1&1"11“9‘"0‘&»290!%&%(&/”12)- i
ummtmemnxumbuwmnnwmnuzrosmrynn
(A/RE3/561) moted this Roport with apprecistionend considered that

'

vafter full withdrmeal of Isracl from the Sharm el-Sheilh and Gesa

aress, the scrupulous maintensnce of the Armistice Agresmest riquires

&MM“t&MMh&MnW?mntbww
Tersel ermistiocs damarcstion 1ine end the implezentstion of othar
mesgures as propoeed ia the aethd'o report, with éue

mnuptnomwnw_mmmuu.mum
uummmmmmnummam
eonditionsin the erea”,

_

I would elso liko to add that, s you &re of course awrd, :

USIP doos mot hove mavel esnbingesto of obher spesisl measo forr
‘deteching minos or cther dangors of this kind. We have mo information
0 the effest thet the straite ove mined, :

"

Agospt, m.tblewwumMM' ,
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New York, March 11, 1957.

Sir,

Under the instruction from my'governmen; I wish to

inform you that the Danish boat "Bifgitte Toft" owned by
the shipping company "Jutlandia" with a Danish crew, of 26,

Ahaving bsen chartered by an American company has Sy this

company been subchartered to an Israeli company. The latter

has ordered the ship to go frdm.Durban'to Elath in th§ Gblf
of Aqaba. "Birgitte Toft" has left Durban and is due at

the Strait of Tiran about March 20.

Having in mind the safety of the crew the Foreign

'

Hidistry has on the request of the Danish shipping cOmbany s
-

instructed me to ascertain if the'freedom of passage 1ntd'and f
in the Golf of Aqaba can be taken as recognised,vgygf;is,if

|

the Egyptian government does actually recogniso-thp freedom
of passage through the Strait or Tiran and the Golf of Aqaba

-

so that the passage of "Birgitte Toft",either by such recozni-}
tion on the part of the Egyptian government or by such pro-

tectionas the UNEF can giveymay be held to be in no danger

of either directattacks or mininge
N e -

)

_.I etaiceffipalllafis very much an answer at your earliest

convenience.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, :
Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Karl 1. Eskelund.

The Honourable
Dag Hammarskjdld,

Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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The Governments of France, Norway, the United Kingdom of Grest Britain
~and Horthern Irelasd and the United States of Amorica have consulted together
m;mumammnmmm ;

_ mmmmmammmxm;mm'
ment in securdance with the six reguirements set forth in the resolution :

of the Security Counell of Uctober 13, 1956 and in Mght of the letters of

the Secretary-Ueneral and the Forelgn Minister of Zgypt of Cotober 24 snd
mz,mt.mwmu“mmmm-hmm-,
rasolre. i

mmwm,mmmuwmmm
mmm#m‘fiMMemflrMflM “

‘the Canal should not be deslt with im the agreemest for an interis aresngement,
mm»mummmurammm

mmm«mwuumm
msammm:aWmfiummm
'mmaummmmmmmm:amm

;

%o the alde-mesoire. Xn the svent that in the course of these diseuseions the
WMMMWWM_MMS&M

~ the wnderstanding of the four Governments thab the Secretary-Jeneval would
. somumieste such suggesilens to them for eonsideratien.

Enclosure!
muumum

ntmmgwwr —

Settlument
'

Delegation of the Unibed ltabes of imsrica
to the Eleventh Ceneral Assesbly of the United Netioms, |

How York, February 19, 1957, ey fres S & Faw
s K c,@'\)&*f{( ./{6‘6’“// /7,/:6&’5-_7 i
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1. Egypt would designate the I5ED or the UN ss egent to vecelve, hold,
snd dispose of all Canal tolls under an sgreement, the purpese of wiieh
s to protect the interests of gypt and the weers snd to fasilitate ihe

,,‘Mwmmnmm mmywmw
wuld be specified in the sgreenmt. :

L

P mmmmmhwmfimummm |

Canal seeowt on tems providimg bhat the agent should pay over to Egypt
 ismedistely one helf of these tolls for opersting costs, snd that the

'

*mmhmummnmmmm.uu
disbursed at & later date in conforsity with the provisions of & final
Sues Carsl settlewent in acvordance with the six prineiples approved
mmfimhwm,um“mewmmw
ummmrmmrmmmmmfi

 and Novesber2, 1956,
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~ DearMr. Cordier, -

o t.finivylsnfinD to oneluzwm I had the oemmt.odums |

with the Hiniztry and with people rtprumting the shtpmrs in Horway
various aspects of the reopening of the SuezCanal. During these dis-

maioml took some notes regarding a number of peints upon which
A

 information and elarification would be very useful for the shipping
~

business to receive in advance of themwt-ion of traffic in the
, CM Iwruymhuwmmromum mhtnaulhaflua

 points? They are: ' |

1. Technical data with mpue to/theCanal diring the speming
-

phase, covering such points as drmghf., vmh, signalling
system, location of wrecks ete.

Pilets, tnhnieim andcrafts inalndm; tugs tnd lmmh«.
:

7‘
m.sumnummzonmmozmmwm =

_

clesrance ete.of the ships when they enter Port Said and Sues.
The Agents played a vital role in theseoperations. Are

ey 'mpommnanuablcmmcrworthouldmh&n

b rmzaaeqummu:muwwmappm
-

(Brndgers, pumpers, fleniqg erma, lighters, water boats ote.)

Azqother wemtim than the points bm mm wmld slso bo :

» apprced.am.
‘

'

: :

!ours :inemly,
|

/s/ Hans Engen
Permanent Representative of
Norway to the United Nations

Executive Assistant £

to the larmfimums
United Hations
New York 17, N. Y.


