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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
TO THE UNITED NATICNS

3 February 1960
Following is the text of a letter, dated today (5 February), from Omar Loutfi

Permanent Representative of the United Arab Republvc to the Uhlted Nations, to
Sir Pierson Dlxon, President of the UN Security Councils

I have the honour, upon inetructions from my Government to bring

. Yo your attention, as President of the Security Council a renewed act
of aggression by the Israeli armed forces on the United Arab Republlc -
(Syrtan reglon) in violation of the Armistice Agreement.

At.1255 hours (local time) on January 31 1960, Israeli forces
moved towards Arab farmers in the Southern uector of the Demilitarized |
Zone North of Lake Tiberias. The farmers were accompanled by a U N.
Observer. The Israzli forces onened fire at 1350 hours.' '

On the same ¢ay Genaral von Ho*4 :ﬁrunsted an emergency meeting of

the Syrian-Israeli Mixs? Armistice Ccsmission to which we agreed, although

At midnight January 31, and on February lst, the Israelis shelled
some of our positions in the Southern Sector to which reference has
alrezéy been made, atterpting to occupy the village of Tawafik,

2% 300 aours cn February 1st, the Israsliis resumed thelr firing on
our positicis in the same Sector, and our artillery returned the fire.
The Israelis then occupied the village of Tawafik, but subsequently they
were compelled to withdéraw by our forces at 530 hours on the same day.

At 830 hours of the same day, the Lsraelis reengaged our forces
using all weapons.

At 11 hours again on the same day, Israeli planes violated the air
space of the Syrian region and were engaged by our planes.

At 2030 hours another engagement took place between Arab and Israeli
patrols., Israelli forces opened fire, using 120 mm caliber hortars on the
village of Tawafik.

(more)
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In the afternoon of February lst, Israeli forces began to evacuate
some of the Israeli settlements on the Armistice demarcation line (Kafer
Szold, Kafer Shamir).

Israeli forces are being continually reinforced along the Armistice
" demarcation line. ‘ o

The above acts of aggression‘leave no room for doubt about the
intention of Israel to‘pursue-its planried aggressive policy in ‘the "~
demilitarized zone in order to occupy the area, in the manner which
they have followed in occupying the Auja demilitarized zone, in violation
of the Armlstice Agreements. AN s e

Tne Government of the Unlted Arab Republic takes a most serious
view of thls threat by Israel to the peace and security of the area.

Whlle r°serV1ng the rwght of my delegation t0 pursue this grave
matter further, I have the honour to réquest that this letter be
circulated to all members of the Security Councll. ' :
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25 Rebruary 1960A

Excellency, Cpa
7 ; ¢
On instruction from my Government, I have -
the honour, further to my latter of J February
1960 (8/4264), to refer again to the policy of
uggression pursued by the United Arad Republic
against lsrzel. , o

' Qertain communicstions submitted to the

Security Council might tend to blur the funda-
mental imsusa of this dengerous situation., Past
experience in Israel-Arab relations ham demonstrate
ed the perils inherent in the disregard for the

~ basic attitudes of the FParties. Diversion of

_attention, insteed, to technicel details of second=-
ery importance, frequently leaves the rensl naladies
unattended, The Government of Iarsel deema 1%,

 therefore, necessary to draw the attention of the
Security Council to the following facts, ‘ :

1. Syrisn armed forces invaded Isrmel om 15 May .

1948, within twenty-four hours of her estadblishment,
in en attempt to thwart Israsl's independence which
had been endorsed by the General Ampembly of the
United Hations.

2, On 20 July 1949 Israsl and Syria signed & General
 Armistice Agreement which provided in its First
Article for the establishment of peace and declared
that "no sgxreesive action by the srasd forces -
1lamnd, .sea or air - of either Party ghall be undere
taken, planned, or threamtened against the psople or
the armed forces of the other." Bt N .

-
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_ Despite these clear obligations Syria
has persisiently refused to conclude a peance
settlement and has continued to pursue a policy
of active hostility towards Isranel. By means
"of this policy Syria has dangerously undermined
the Armistice structure and deprived the
Armigtice Agreement of much of its meaning and
effectiveness. '

3. The invading Syrian armiee that crossed the
international frontier in 1948 occupied and ‘
ravaged certain areas inside Isrsel. They were
8till in occupation of these areus when lsruel
repelled the invading forces of other Arabd
states, signed Armistice Agreements with then,
and was ready to dislodge slso the Syrlan aggree-
sor. At the urging of United Nations represent-
_atives Israel agreed not to occupy these areas S
militarily if the Syrian armies withdrew by them-
selves from Israel soil. There were to be no
other restrictions on Isruel in her territories
thus regained. In order tq ensure that Syria
would have no grounds to claim any righte in

these arens on the strength of their previous
ocoupation by Syrian forces, it was agreed that
other Israel aress which had not come under Syrian
occupation be added to them so sa to constitute
together a Demilitarizned Zone on the Israel side
of the international boundary. Similarly, a small
Demilitarized Zone was established on the Syrien
side of the border. :

4. Neverthelees, ever since the signing of the
Genersa) Armistice Agreement, Syria strove to
interfere in the Demilitarized Zone on the Ieresl
side of the frontier, and to prevent the economié
development of the area by Isruel.

Thus, in 1951, Syria launched an armed
acsault sgoinst the drainage of the Huleh marehes.
. The Security Council rejected Syrian claims oand
drainage work was resumed. It was completed in
1957. :




In 1953, Syria started a campalgn against
the utilization by Israel of the Jordan waters
for the generation of hydroelectric power. The
Jecurity Council voted on a resolution which would
have given approval to the undertaking. The :
resolution was supported by seven members with two ~
abstentiona. It was not adcopted, however, beceusse
of the negative vote of a Permanent Member of the
‘Council. : .

» In 1955, persistent Syrian attacks on
Israeli fighermen on Lake Kinneret (Tiberies),
situated entirely inside Israel territory, reached
a glimax. compeiling Isruel to take action in self=-
defence.

In 1957, Syrian forces coarried out
repeated attecks on Israel farmers and workers
pursuing their peaceful activities near the border.

In December 1958 and January 1959, Syrian
artillery positions in the hilles bombarded Israeli
villages in the Huleh Valley. In summarizing the
.debate on an Israel complaint about. these acts of
aggression the President of the Security Council
declared : "We fully recognize the gravity of the
action about which Israel has complained.”

i e Throughout'this period Isrszel sought to put an
end to Syria's continuous actas of hoetility.

On 11 July 1957 Israel requested the

United Nations Truce Supervision Orgenizetion to

. establish United Nations obeservation posts along
the Israel-8yrien border. It was hoped that they
might deter the Syrian authorities from pursuing
their acts of sggression. These poats still exist,
but Syrien attacks across the border and :
penetrations into. Israel territory continue.
Syrian military positions still encroach on Israel
territory, for instance at Darbashiya, at Tel-
Azaziat, and at the mouth of the Jorden on the
northern shore of Lake Kirneret. The continuation
of Syrian viclations of the Armistice Agreement in .
thesce areas as well as in the areas of Nugeid and
El-Hamma creates a corstant threat to peace.




On 12 August 1957 tne Secretary-General of
the United Nations trancmitted to the Government of
Syria Israel's inquiry whether Syria "considers
itself bound by all the provisions of Article I of
the General Armistice Agreement and if it is pre-
pared, in compliance with that Article, to confirm
that it reecrds the Arristice as an indispencable
step towards the restoration of peace between
Israel and Syria, and to renounce 2ll acts of
belligerency, including the planning of armed action
and the utterance of threats against the security
and integrity of Israel". The Syrian Government did
not reply.

During his last visit to Jerusalem in
January 1959 the Secratary-General proposed the
marking of the boundary between lIsrael and Syria.
Israel esgreed. Syrian objections have so far prevent-
ed the mariing from being carried out.

6. The recrudescence of Syrian att cks along the

border in recent weeks was degcribed in detail in
my letter of 3 February 1960 to the President of

the Security Council. :

More Syrien acts of aggreseion have taken
place since then; the most perious of them on 12
February when two Isrielis were killed and one wound=-

ed in the Huleh region.

In the Tawfiq area Syrian military positions
are still maintained inside the Demilitarized Zone
despite United Nations Truce Supervision requests to
remove them. There are no Israeli army forces in the
Zone. S

In order to deal constructively with this
tense situation, Israel proposged on 7 February 1960,
that a meeting be convened beiween representatives
of the lsruel village of Beth Katzir and the Arab
village of Tawfiq to seltle the differences between
them concerning 1:nd cultivation. In making the
proposal Israel reiterated that "we reccgniue
the rights of certain Arabs to cultivate their land




in the (demilitarized) Zone and will enable them to
do so, provided that, in regpect of such cultivation .
as in every other respect within the Zone, there is
no entry or luterveantion orn the part of the Syrian
authorities,"

: israel, moreover, suggested to the
United hations Truce Supervision Organization on 4
February 1960 to call a meeting between Isrmel and
Syrian representatives "within the procedures of the
Mixed Armistice Commission or otherwise, to discuss
peuace, complete pesuce, or if not that, to discuss
means to preserve quiet and tranquility along the
International Boundury, as long 1s nothing pertaining
to the Demilitarized Zone west of that Boundury is
raised,"

The above two proposals still stand.

Tt would appear that in this situation
"decisions" such as lhcse quoted in the letter
(8/4268 of 19 February L060) frow the Acting Perma-
nent Representative of tune United Arab Republic to
the President of the Security Council are of dubious
valuye. They were udopted at a meeting of the Israel=-
Syrian Mixed Armistice Coumission ut which the Com-
mission was lacking its essential quality = the
participation of the two Parties to the Armistice
Agreement. Furthermore, in the abserce of one of
the Parties, only compleirts submitted by the other
Party were discussed,. In this connexion it is to be
observed that the Report dated 4 February 1960 of »n
investigation carried out by a United Nations
Military Observer on the basis of the Syrian ccm=-
plaint discussed at the above meeting, s’ated in §g
alia @

"The main part of the villnge was circled
by a continuous trench about 1 - 14 metres deep, of
irregular course, but generally forming the perimeter
of the villege. The trench wzs formed by building up
a wall with stones to form a parapet and parados. The
bottom of the trench had a straight wall and appeared
to have been made or repsired not more than iwo weeks
eurlier. At intervale of 15 metres, firing slots,
guituble for riflewen, had been made in the stone
pvurapet of the trench. At the eastern side the trench
ran out of the village for a distance of 150 metres
unitil it entered the cover of the wadi at MR 2097 2342.




The village was entirely surrounded by barbed wire
entanglement placed about 40 metres from the trench.
A second wire entanglement, in the form of a half
cirtle bveginning and ending at the first wire
enclosed the second part of the villege... Thera
_ were no signs that the buildings had been used for
human occupancy for several months... None of the
buildings had windows or doors." . :

The following military equipment was found
in the above Syrian army positions at Tawfiq, within
the Demilitarized Zone, in the course of the Israel
action on 1 February 1960 aimed at dislodging thie
illegal military post !

One Czech enti-tmnk reccilless gun 82 mm.
20 rounds for the above gun A
One Sovist snti-tank gun 82 nm.

10 rounds of shells for the above gun

2 Soviet medium machine guns 7.62 mm.

5000 bullets for the above machine guns
6 Soviet automatic carbines 7.62 mm.

100 bullets for the above carbines

One field telephone o
Military personal équipment

The Chief of Staff of the United Nations
_Truce Supervision Organization was informed of the
above. &

7. Syria, as & province of the United Arab Republic,
has identified herself with Egypt's continued acts
of warfare agninst Israel on land and on ees. The
Security Council is aware of the fact that the
United Arab Republic has been intensifying her
policy of hostility against Israel snd that her
campaign of open incitement to war has reached
dangerous dimensions.

The lntest in a series of aggressive
declarations were made by Presiaent Nasser in the
course of a tour in Syria, where he repeatedly
proclaimed his country's policy of war, blockade
and boycott against lsrael, threatening her with
destruction in a "sacred march". ;




These warlike threats are accompanied by
extensive military preparations,in both provinces
of the United Arab Republic,directed against Israel.

In these circumstances, if tranquility is
to be ensured in the area, the United Arab Republie
must eabandon her policy of hostility. It muat cease
{ts cempaign of incitement to war and desist from '
acts of aggression. Only renunciation of this poliocy,. .
which ig contrary to all international obligations, ;
could make it possible effeotively to tolstor United
Netions authority and to secure compllance with the
provisions of the United Nations Charter, It ie
therefore essential to direct all effortis towards
terminating this illegal and dangerous polioy.

. The Government of Israel wishes to reiterate
that as an immediate step toward the elimination of
tension, Israel is ready to meet with Syrian
‘representatives to discuss measures for -ensuring
peace on the border, and with the villagers of Tawfiq
in order to settle differences regarding land
cultivation.

1 have the hoﬁour to request that this
letter be circulated among &ll Members of the United
Natione.

: Pleanse accept, Excellency, the assurances of
my highest consideration.

Yotef Tekoah
Acting Permanent Representative
of Israel to the United Nations

-

H.B. Sir Pierson Dixon, G.C.M.G., C.Bs
The President

Security Council

United Nations

New York, N.T.
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3 February 1960 .

Excellency,

. I have the honour, on behalf of my Government,
to bring to thé attention of the Security Council
the recent acts of aggression committed by the armed
forces of the United Arab Republic against Isrcel
along the Israel-Byrian frontier.

Since December 1959 the area of the village of
Beth Katzir in the demilitarized zone near the Syrian
border south-east of Lake Kinneret has been subject-
ed to repeated harrassments and attacke from Syrian
military positions at Tawfig. These military
positions were illegaliy established beyond Syria's
international boundary in violation of the General
Armistice Agreement and ware situated ineide the
demilitarized zone in ruirned and deserted houses at
Tawfiq.

8ix hundred Israel complainis lodged with the
United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, since
1957, and repeated attempis by the United Nations to
remove the illegal fortifications, were of no avail.

. In November 1957 these Syrian military
positions launched an attnck on lsruel villagers,
working on their land in the presence of United
Nations observers, killing one Israel policeman and
wounding ancther. dince then rclative quiet pre-
vailed in the area until mid-lecember 1959 when Syria
renewed her acts of aggression with the obvious in-
tent of upeetting the gtatus quo and gaining control
over land outaide her territory.

The President ‘
Security Council
United Nations
New York, N.Y.

¢
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The tectics adopted were to send ‘to the area
Syrisn soldiera, frequently dreesed in civilian clothes
but equipped with army rifles and eub-machine guns, who
under the pretext of farming used to cross the ditch
geparating land cultivated by Israelis from land under
Arab cultivation in order t0 gain control over additional
parts of the zone. Israelis approaching the 8yrians in
the field to prevent the encroachments, were attacked by
them with the support of heavy fire from the military
positions at Tawfiq. ‘

The Syrien armed penetrations assumed in the last
weeks the character of systematic incursions and attacks.

 On 24 December 1959 fire opened from the Tawfiq
outposts killed an Israel policeman. : :

On 26 January 1960 Syrian soldiers, accompanying
ploughmen, penetrated into the area but withdrew when an
Israel police patrol approached and called upon them to.

leave. P : -

The next.day the Syrians appeared in the area
several times but at first withdrew each time Israel :
police in an armoured car shouted at them to leave. later,
however, they opened {ire at the Israel police who hvd
replied with several warning ehots in the sir. Binglo
' phots were exchanged for some time between the arme ;

" . Syrisns and the police, Later in the day, the milatary i
.. positions at Tawfiq opened ha;vy.ti:e on & wider ares., ',

: On 28 January a pinilar sttempt at pemetration |
‘into the aren took place, i _ ‘

S In the morning ‘of 29 Jemuary the Syrisne appeared
‘again but left shortly sfterwards before being challenged,
In the meantime the Syrien army was observed cbncentrating

" forces and occupying firing positions in and around Tawfiq.

. In the afternoon the encroachments resumed, Rifle and
machine~gun fire was opened from the Syrian outposts when
Israel policemen approached and fired warning shots.

In the morning of 30 January the Syrian military
‘positions illegally maintained at Tawfiq in the demili-~
tarized zone, attacked an Israel police patrol with rifle

and machine-gun fire. In the afternoon mertar fire was

o
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directed againat the fields of Beth Kateir. The fields

were set afire. When the Israeli villegers attempted

- 40 put the fire out they came under fire from the :
Syrian military positions. : :

: On 31 January the Direotor of Armistice Affairs
in the Israel Minlstry for Foreign Affairs informed the
ghief of Staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision
Organization, in reply to a pro ognl mede by the latter,
that Ierael is prepared "to mee with the other Party
discuss meana of preventing recurrence of shooting or
zenetration from across the i{nternational bvoundary into
he'demilitarizcd gone®. : :

On the seme day the Byrians'advanced again into
the area end when an Terael police patrol appeared thors,
it was attacked by strong rifle, pachine~-gun and mortar
fire. Three policemen were wounded, one of them serious=
ly. 7The United Nations Truce Supexvision Organization
called on the Syrians not to interfere with the eva

. of the seriously wounded policeman who had remained in

the field., The Syrians refused, When, after two hours
' the policeman wWas £inally reached, he wWad found doad,'

" After midnight, om 1 February, the Syrisn military
d shelling the fields of Beth Katzirs In

 order to put sn end to these attacks Jerael Defence

Forces cleared the positiona in the demilitarized zone of
Syrisn nilitary forces illegally entrenched there. v

On 1 Februaxry the Syrisn Arsy Commend iseued 8
communique gnnounoing that gyrian forces bad d to
Tawfiq end the adjoining hills, thus confirming the con=
tipued breach of the Armistice provisiong. .

“  On the eame day United Arab Republic Jet fighters
were driven off by Israel fighters from above Metullah
in Isreel territorye . e :

-

: In the afiexynoon of 1 February the Byrian poeitions
gsubjected Beth Kaetzir to artillery and mortar bvombardment.
The fire was not returned ¢rom the Isreel sides. .

_ During the night of 1 =2 February Syrien positions
directed intermittent rifle and sutomatio fire egainst Beth
Katzir and the'aurrounding‘nreue-;3_ 7 i




The above events were surveyed by the Prime
Minister of Israel in the Knesset in Jerusalem on
1 February 1960. Mr. Ben-Gurion exzpleined int:
plia that Israel recognized the rights of loc g
Arabs to cultivate their land. Israel did not, how=
- ever, recognize that Syria had eny right to intere.
fere in the zone. The United Nations hed been
notified of this, the Prime Minister said, and
-accordingly Araba had been permitied ¢to cultivate
their land. In recent days, however, Eyrian
soldiere, disgulsed ss civiliens hzd crossed the o
ditch beyond which, as we hed made clesr beforshand,
- they were not entitled to move. After & policeman :
- waB killed (on 31 January) end when appeals to the
United Nationas to secure a cessation of the Syrian
attempts to plough in the area wore of ro aveil, we
felt compelled, Mr. Ben-Gurion declayed, to remove .
the Syrien outpost. Isresel would contimue to permit
rightful landowners to cultivate land in the zona, e
but this permission did not extend to the Government,
the forces or the police of Syria. If the United
Nations were unable to remove the Syrian forces from
the demilitarized zone, the Prime Minister added,

e g voald be compelled to do so by herself.

On 2 February Israel representatives requested
the United Nations Truce Superviasion Organization to

. affeot an immediante withdrawal of Syrian forces from

Tawfiq end the demilitarized gone in general. In the
evening of .that day the United Hations Chairmsn of

the Igreel~8yrisn Armistice Commission informed the
Senior Israel Dalegate that United Nations observers

. had confirmed the presence of Syrian army units in the
demiliterized zmone and that the chairmsn had urgently

- requested the fyrian delegation t0 withdraw all armed
forcee posted in the demiliteriged zone.The Chairman re- .
quented Israel to withdraw Israeli armed peraonnel from the

gone, There are no Israéli troops-im the demilitarized |

2ONG,.

The United Areb Republic continuep to claim snmd -
exeréise rights of war ageinst Israel. The acte of :
sgeroseion perpetrated by Syrien militery positions in
the demilitarized zone came in the wake of an intensie~
. fication by the United Arab Republic of her policy of
. active belligerency towards Israel.. In recent months




ghe hes increased her interference with fresdom of

navigation in the Suez canal deapite efforts by
the Secretary-General and maritime Powers to bring

an end to such interference. Her CGovernment

information media as well as her leaders persist

in preaching hostility and calling for war against
srael.

As the Government of Israol has pointed out
in previous communications to the Security Couneil,
this policy creates a constant threut to peace in -
the area. g

v

I have the honour to ragueat thaf'thiu letter
bu circulated to all Members ©

the United Hationl.

" Please accept, Sir, thn assuranooo of By ‘i
highcut considoration.‘~?‘ ¢ ooa L
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Yoaet Tekoah

Aating Permanent Reprsisntativo Ghinds
or Israsl to thc'Unitoa Hations 4_~:,




