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TO THE UNITED NATIONS

'

TRAFALGAR 9-7600

7 December, 1956,

Dear lMr. Secretary-General,

In Ambassador Eban's absence I acknowledge

receipt of your letter of 6 December, the contents of

which have been conveyed to the Govermment of Israel.

Yours sincerely,

* -

M.R. Kidron.

Deputy Permanent Representative to
the United Nations.

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold,
The Secretary-General,
United Nations,
New York.



SUBJECT:

unii@ NATIONS - NATIONS UNIESD)

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

The Secretary-General

Ralph J. Bunche Date: __(_January 1957

s

Kidron informs at 3:50 p.m. that Jerusalem
s

has advised the Israeli Delegation that a message

will be coming tonight on the withdrawal, but it

will undoubtedly arrive too late for a meeting
before tomorrow (Tuesday) morning.

Kidron also informed that after careful

reading he had distinctly revised his initial

negative appraisal of your memorandum,

UNEF 56 from Burns indicates that the

Israelis are withdrawing today all along the line

and UNEF units are accordingly advancing. But the

distance of the withdrawal is not yet known.



Israel press briefing:
"Mr. Ki as met with the Se@tary—
General this afternoon to bring kwkx
the incidents below to his attention."
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1. On 30 Januarys at 0900 hours, an Israeli army vehicle travelling on a

road in daily use struck a mine near the International ¥Frontier in the

vicinity of Rafahe, Two soldiers were injured, one of them severelye Tracks
led to UNEF occupied area on the other side of the frontier. An Israell

:

police investigation revealed that the mine was laid on the previous eveninge

2. On 1 February a civilian bulldozer struck a mine north of Tel Yeruchame

The driver was severely injurede Tracks of two berefooted persons led in

‘the direction of the Beersheba - ELl Auja road in the direction of the

Tnternational Frontier. The road on which this incident occured is also

in constant usee

3, On 10 Februarys at 2200 hours, an Israeli patrol near Rafah encountered

a group of armed Egyptians from the El Arish area who had passed through
the UNEF lines and were attempting to penetrate the Gaza stripe In an

exchange of fire three of the Egyptians were killede

L. On 10 February, an Israeli patrol found an Egyptian plastic mine on a

road south of Kerem Avshalom on the Israel side of the International Ercntier.

5, On 11 February, another Egyptian mine was found in the same placce

6. On 11 February, at 1700 hours, six armed Egyptians from the E1 Arish

area passed through UN lines and attempted to penetrate the Gaza stripe

They were driven off by an Israeli patrole

7. On 12 February, at 1900 hours, an army vehicle struck a mine on a

main road near the southern boundary of the Gaza strip. Five soldiers
were injured. Tracks led in the direction of the UNEF linese

8. On 13 February, an army half-tracked vehicle following the tracks of

the mine layers in the previous incident itself struck a mine in the same

areae ‘
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5 March 1957

Notes on Mrs. Meir's meeting with correspondents at luncheon
with members of the United iEEIona finfinmaurraE Association

‘

Mrs. Meir opened her remarks to outline the background that led to the
8inai campaign. She sald the reason for the campaign was "simple". It was
"nothing more"™, she said, "but nothing less" than "that what all are entitled
to « the right of security and the right of passage for our boats".

As to the future, especilally the security of Gaza, she said it was “not
a question of territory or conquest™. ghe sald "our people are extremely
worried”. She explained that there is need of settlement on the borders, so
that "we have the responsibility of protecting ouwr people®. She said Israel
"assumes, expects, hopes” that there will be security in the area. But, she
added, Israel hoped that "those countries that have it within their power"
not to go out on assumptions, but must "assure Israel that there be no need
for more fighting". ghe said that there are nations that have so much that

they can compromiseon some things. But small nations, she said,can not
compromise. "All we want is security, and we can not compromise on security.
We must be assured security”, she said.

Mrs. Meir said she was "going home®™ (she is leaving tomorrow) "with the
assumption, expectation and hope that the security of Israel is no longer the
responsibility of Israel alone®. ghe addeds "We hope we will not have to take
up arms again, but if this should become necessary, we will do so. We can not
compromise on this point.” :

'

‘

later, touching on Geza again, Mrs. Meir said Israel "must be absolutely
certain that Egypt in no form can return to Gaza". ghe said she did not want
to question Egypt's "juridicsl claim®™ over Gaza based on the Armistice Agreement.
But, she said, "we see the Armistice Agreement as & whole™ and it should not
be brought up only in some parts. Belligerency, for example, is ruled out and
yet Egypt has carried out belligerent scts and, therefore, has “forfeited" the

~

agreement. To sum it up, she sald, "de facto, in order to maintainpeace and.fimotmfrormwfimu?mhcntmtpyl,amehtniytirnces
We hope UNEF will be able to keep peace on the borders", she said. Asked if
Israel would accept UNEF on Israsel's side of the border, she said that she has
timeand again, and would once again, "challenge anyone to tell me when we have
initiated any act of belligerency - ralded across the border, or fired across

the border". Therefore, she said, there "is no need for patrols on our side of
the border®. Patrols, she said, should be carried out “on the other side".
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COMMENTS ON THE SITUATION 1 MARCH
o W WS e e

¥rs. Meir, inthe discussion 18 March, said that she considered that

anybody who had mot stood up and eriticized the "assumptions®™ in her

statement 1 March, had teken responsibility for their inaccuracy.
In particular this was true of the Secretary-Genersl, who, if he

‘looked at it that way, should have said in the debate that he had pot

sufficient powers umier the Charter to assure the implemertation of
the assumptions, or that the Armistice Agreement did not give him

sufficient scope for implemertation. This theory calls for the

following comuents:
:

When the Israeli Delegation presented their assumptions, they
were, like cverybody else, fully aware of the following mmunenz

a) Under the Charter the UNEF functions with the consent of
.

Bgypt, restricted only by a good-faith imterpretation of
 its functions. This is statedin the Second and Final Reports

b) Egypt rights under the Armistice Agreement were recorgized
by the United Hations;

¢) According to the decision of the Gene al Maombl,y the WEF

was pot a combat force that anuldbeput.inuntary

control of a territory;
The decision of the General Assembly was that the withdrawal
should be unconditional;
The extent to which cooperation by Fgypt to the establishmnt

_

of a UN administration in Gaza might be possible, had been fully

spelled out im the statement 22 February as elucidated 26
-~ Pebruary. :

-

As the Israeli statement ebviauuly was to be aamidorod as a

statement in good faith, all these points must be assumed to have

been taken imto account. At sll evemts, they could not be in needof
any repetition in the debate as & qualification of the initial stand
of the Secretary-Cenersk.

“



It was known that the Israeli statemert was part of a carefully
planned and even rehearsed procedure with the American reply as the
¢linching factor. As the American reply gave my verbatim text of 22
Pebruary with reference to the Armistice Agreement as setting the le-
gal frame for a solution, it provided the Israeli statewent witha
¢linching setting to which I had mothing to add.

¥y view on the imposeibility of an implemertation of the Israeli
statement as it was doterpw.tfii by Frs. Neir outside the General Assesbly,
was kmown to Prance, UK and Canada. Israel took mo contact with me in order
to clarify sy views on possible implementation, what was all the nore

significant as they had mo indication of any change of my stand from 26
|

February and as they knew that instructions for mmntauon would dopend
:

on ne.

It is difficult iuratmmm Jm as it was atthot;tm, oot to
interpret the situation as one where Israel, France and the US worked

Maamuommmomtmmmmmmaw
4

on the 25th and the 26th. In orderto do aothcyhadtehidethe under-
lying conflict of views so as mot to provoke an open dhm&cn in
the General Assembly or to foree me to repeat ny pwvum declarations.

:

is the arrangement had been made in Washington and was staged in New York,
an interpretation from my side in the debate, restating previous stands
a8 Mrs. Meir pow suggested that I should have done, would, from the poimt
of view of the Governments, parties to the attempt, have been to wreck
the slender chance of g possibility in a certain stmosphere ofvagueness
pragmatically to go around the difficult cormer. It would have been

-

irresponsible from my side to "protect" myself by brushing aside in this

way a nlendor chance open of a de facto Miag of minds in spite of the

de Jjure conflicts. '
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COUNCIL
: 14 March 1957

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 1% MARCH 1957 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF
- ISRAEL ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to bring to your attention the followlng act of¢
violence by marauders entering Israel from the Gaza Strip, which has occurred

since the withdrawalof Israel from that area:
-

On 10 March 1957, at 15:00 hours, & car travelling dn 8 dirt road in the

vicinity of Kerem Avshelom, nesr the Gaza Strip, hit & lend-mine and was
blown up. Thé driver and one pessenger were injured. A gang of infiltrators
was seen fleelng from the scene after the explosion. Three hours earlier,
the same car hed passed the scene of the etteck without mishap.

L

The renewal by marauders from the Gaza Strip of these attacks in Israel
is a matter of extréme'gravity end danger, which my Government views with
the utmost concern.,

I have the honour to request that this eb)refitél circulated smong all
|

Members of the United Nations. o

‘

(Signed) M.R. Kidron

for Permsnent Representatlve of
Israel to the United Nations

57~09164
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8 April 1957

CRIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 5 APRIL FROM THE REFRESENTATIVE OF
ISRAEL ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE

'

SECURITY COUNCLL

I have the honour to bring to your attention the following cases of

infiltration and mafauding from the Caza strip into Isreel that have occurred

since my communication of 13 March 1957 (S/3805):
2kz On 10 March a group of marauders detpmetfia to bresk into Mefalsim village
near the Gaza border. One of them was killed by the watchmen of the village.
2. On the same day a marauder from the Gaza strip was arrested near Kissufinm

by Isreel security forces.
¥

3. On 12 March two marsuders from Gaza were arrestéd near Nirim by Israel

security forces.
:

Sl On 13 March a flock of sheep was stolen from Kissufim by marauders from the

Gaza strip.
‘

5. On the same day two merauders were arrested near Nir Am by Israel

security forces.
6, Again on 13 March another marsuder from Gaza was arrested in the vicinity

of Nir Yitzhak.
'

'

T Cn 14 Merch a group of infiltratofs from the Gaza strip crossed into lIsrael

and reaped 40 Dunsms of wheet from the fields of Kfar Aza.

S On 15 March infiltrators from the Gaza strip stole 50 sacks of grain

from Nirim village.
e

9. On 17 March s tractor from NahalOz struck a freshly laid mine on a well

traversed road near the village. Two farmers in the tractor esceped injury,
but their vehicle was wrecked, The tracks of four barefooted men led to the

Gaza strip. :

10. On the same day three more plastic anti-vehicle mines were found in the

proximity of the first mine.

57-11&79- ,
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Page 2

11. On 18 March infiltrators from Gaza stole a stand of corn in the fields of

Mefalsim village. |

12. On 22March a plastic mine of Czech manufacture was discovered on a dirt

road near Nirim in the vicinity of the Gaza strip. The road is in constant use.

151 In the night of 22 March the watchmen of the Ruhama Hettloment repelled an

attack by four marauders. In the morning it was found that the village fence

hed been broken into in three places. Tracks of the marauders led to the

Gaza strip. '

;

4
:

14, On the night of 25 March infiltrators stole 12 goats from Dagan village.
Tracks led to the Gaza strip.

: o

15. On 24k March infiltrators stole 3 calves from Shuval. .

16. On the night of 25 March infiltrators stole irrigation pipes from the

fields of Ein Hashelosha.
:

17. On the same night infiltraters from Gaza stole iivestock from the village

of Tekuma.
|

18. Oh 27 March 400 metres of irrigation pipes were stolen from the ‘tnefielttes
of Nirimby infiltrators whose tracks led to the Gaza strip. . j
19. On the same day a herd of sheep was stolen from the séttlement of Shdema by

~infiltrators vhose tracks led to the Gaza strip.
;

;

The continuation of marauding and infiltration from the Gaza strip into

Israel is a matter which my Government cannot avold viewing with extreme concern.

Experience has shown that incidents which atfirst sight appearto be relatively

unimportant,vsuch as infiltration and marauding for purposes of theft and
'

robbery, are the invariahle preludes to serious outbreaks of violence and terror

throughout the area.
’ '

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated among all

members of the United Nations.
Please accept, Sir etc.

:

o
(Signed) M.R. Kidron

for Permauent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations
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April 1957

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 19 APRIL 1957 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to bring to your attention the following cases of marauding

and infiltrétion from the Gaza strip into Israel which have occurred since my

cormunication of 5 April 1957 (8/3810):
i On 7 April a marauder from the Gaza strip ran into anambush set

by Israel security forces near Kissufim. In an exchange of fire the

marauder was wounded and taken prisoner.,

2. On 8 April an infiltrator from the CGaza strip was arrested as

he was épproaching the village of Kfar Aza.

3,  On 10 April an Israel patrol near Keren Avshalom drove off, after

an exchange of fire, three marauders from the Gaza strip.

i On 11 April an infiltrator from the Gaza strip holding a Jordan

certificate of identification was arrested by security forces on -

Israel territory.
‘

53 On the same day three marauders from the Géza strip fell into an

ambush set by Israel security forces in the vicinity of Nir Yitzhak.

One marauder was killed and one wounded. The third succeeded in

escaping baek to the Gaza strip.

6. On 17 April a land mine was discovered on the road to the village

of Keren Avshalom. The road is in constant use.

i On the night of the 17/18 April, a group of marauders from the

Gaza strip attempting to steal irrigation pipes from Kissufim was

repelled by Israel security forces in an exchange of fire.

I again wish to express the extreme concern with which my Government views

the continuation of marauding and infiltration from the Gaza strip into Israel.

I have the honour to request that this letter becirculated among all

Members of the United Nations.
!

(8igned) M. R. Kidron

for Permanent Representative of
' : Igrael to the United Nations

57-12960 i



QNFIDENTIAL (code) .
No,»S

:

New York

L/5/57

UNATIONS GENEVA

921 SECRETARY GENERAL FROM CORDIER.

I TRANSMIT BELOW TEXT LETTER DATED 30 APRIL BROUGHT TO-DAY BY KIDRON:

"Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

In reply to your letter of 15 April 1957 Mrs Meir instructs me

to say that the Jerusalen post report of her speech delivered in

Hebrew in Tel Aviv on Saturday, 13 April, was not a full and accurate

record of what she said. In describing the assumptions on the basis

of which Israel withdrew its forces from the Gaza strip, Mrs Meir

referred not only to the understanding reached with the Unitéd States

Government, but also to international sentiment'prevailing at the

United Nations. In this connection she said that by permitting the

Egyptians to return to the strip and with such rapidity, the United
Nations authorities had in her view acted out of accorg with the

a

spirit obtaining at the Unitgd Nations. The fact that/the General
:

an
:

.

Assembly session of 1 March/at that of A March the Secretary-General

did not say publicly that he considered the Israel assumptions, and

the hopes and expectations expressed by the United States and France

and others, to be unfounded so far as his own authority was concerned,

naturally gave the impression that he was prepared to operate accordingly

in the Gaza area. DMoreover both the Israel and the Unitieg States state-

 ments madé reference in this connectionto the Secretary-General's report

of 22February. Mrs. Meir added that she felt such an interpretation

would be upheld byany impartial =mbex= observer. Mrs. Meir wishes to

recall that in course of her last conversation with Mr. Hammarskjold
she stated to him clearly this view.

|

Yours sincerely,

(s) M. Z, R, Z. KIDRON"



CONFIDENTIAL (code)

UNATIONS GENEVA

953 SECRETARY GENERAL FROM CORDIER.

I HAVE JUST RECEIVED LETTER FROM KIDRON TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS:

"6 May 1957.

Dear Mr. Secretary-General.'
During the course of your meeting with Ambassador Eban on 1 April,

at which Mr. Cordier, Mr. Rafael and I were present, you enquired

whether the Government of Israel would be prepared to agree to the

United Nations Emergency Force opening fire on trespasssrs from Israel

into the UNEF security zonein the Gaza strip if and when such trespassers

ignored an order to halt. You will recall that this question was again

discussed at a subsequentmeeting on 12 April.

The matter has been considered by my Govermment, who have instructed

me te make the following reply to your enguiry:
:

The Government of Israel recognizes the competence of the United

Nations Emergency Force to open fire on persons who enter from Israel

territory into the UMEF scurity zone established along the Gaza side

of the UNEF lines, when such persons do not halt on being challenged

by UNEF patrols.
: '

The above declaration is made on the basis of the floitamrofni given

by the Secretary Gemeral that such authority will alsc be exercised by

UNEF with respectto persons entering into the UNEF security zone from

the direction of Gaza.
;

This declaration is without prejudice to the agreement of 31 March

1957 between the Israel defence forces and the United Nations Emergency

Force regarding the return of members of UNEF and Israelis crossing the

linewithout hostile intention.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. Kidron"

With the expressed attitudes of the Scandinavian Governments and

with no objection raised from any other quarter, I assume that Burns

can now be given the instructions that he desires ./.
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June 10, 1957

Dear Mr. becret.a.ry General
Xk §

I an instructed to inquire whether sthe Eg,ypttm »

Govemmnt has commnicat.ed toyou any reply to your

lettar of 2 March, 1957 on the question of belligerent
e »

Yours s incerely,

The Secretary General.
-

United Nations
New Yark, NeX s

%



DN/856T1

23 July 1957

Sir,

I have the honour, on instructions from my Government, to .

bring to your urgent attention the illegal conduct of the Govermment
of Egypt, in connection with the passage through the Suez Canal of
the vessel "Brigitta loft", The vessel, flying a Danish flag, is on

charter to an Israell company and is carrying a cargo of rice from
Burma to Israel,

On arrival at the scuthern entranco of the Canal on 22 July
-

1957, the vessel was detained by the Ygyptian authorities, One
mexber of the crew, Raphael Eylon, an Iarael citizen, was arrested
on board the vessel and forcibly removed from it,

The Government of Israel uishea to protest in the strongest
terms against these arbitrary actions by the Government of Egypt,
which are in violation of the United Nations Charter and the

internationally valid principle of the freedom of passage through
the Sucz Canal,

These actions are also a flagrant breach of the regulations
published recently by the Government of Egypt, Ihese regulations,
which purportedly guide the Egyptian Canal Authority in its

adninistration of the Canal, specifically provide that no

discrimination on any grounds would be practised and that full
 freedom of paasage would be assured,

These latest acts on the part of the Government of
are moreover/open contradiction with the six principles
the Security Council on 13 October 1956 which include a stipulation
to the effect that the operation of the Canal should be insulated
from the politics of any country,

/2



The Government of Israel reserves its right to pursue this
matter further as it deems appropriate,

I have the honour to request that this letter be ciiculatcd ;

to all members of the Security Council, :

Please accept, Sir, the assurances.of my highest considerationm.

Acting Permanent Representative of
-

Israelto the United Nations

The President,
Security Council,
United Nations,
New York, N.Y,
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TO THE UNITED NATIONS TRAFALGAR ©9-7600

24 July 1957

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to your conversation with

Ambassador Eban this morning and to transmit the following

additional informa.tion concerning the illegal detention by

the Government of Egypt of the Israeli sailor Raphael Eylon:

According to a message received>by the owners from the

Captain of the "Brigitta Toft", the vessel is due to arrive

at Haifa today at approximately 1600 hours, local time,

without its full complement, the arrested crew member still

being under Egyptian detention.

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate the

request by my Government which I had the hbnou.r to transmit

to you orally yesterday, for your intervention with the

Government of Egypt in order to obtain the release of Raphael

Eylon and his return to Israel.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest

APled i
=

A. Liveran
Acting Permanent Representative
of Israel to the United Nations

consideration.

Secretary-General
United Nations
New York, N.Y.
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LEFTIR DATED 23 :AUGUST 1957 FROM THE ACTING PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
 Of ISTAEL ADDRESSTD TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour, on instructions from the Government of Israel, to draw

the attention of the Security Council to a new instance of the methods of

harrassment and intinmidation practised by the Covernment of Egypt in the Suez

Canal against werchant shipping trading with Icrael.

|

On Friday evening, 16 August 1957, the Nurwegizn vesszl "Mars", bound from

the Philippines to Haifa with a cargo of copra, arrived at the southern entrance

of ths Suez Cansl, Had normal procedure been followed the "Mars" would have

joined a voxthhiwad convoy the next worning, ani arrived in Haifa on 18 August.

Instead the vessel was not permitted.td sail until 20August and thus reached her

destination on 21 August, three days late. The captain has reported that when

he inquired of his agents in Port Suez why he was being delayed, he was told that

the authority for him to join the convoy had mnot yet been received from Cairo.

No other reason was given.
:

The ceptain of the "Mars" has also reported that despite the intense neat
the Egyoniian authorities in Port Suez refused to permit him to take on fresh

water, with the result that he was obliged to introduce strict rationingof water

for‘drinking during the last three days of his voyage. seilfipuS of fresh milk

and vegetables were also refused to the ship.
The Governucut of Israel has instructed me to inform the Security Council

that it regards the high-handed and arbitrary behaviour of the Egyptien

authorities in the case of the "Mars" as a gross violation of the principle of

free passage for shipping of all nations through the Suez Canal, It protests in

in the strongest terms against this deliberate breach of the international laws

and>instruments in force guaranteeing freedom of passage, and resérves the right
to pursue the matter further as it deems appropriate.

57‘2Ll'315 /- =)
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I have the honour to request that this letter be

members of the Security Council.

Please accept, etc.

 (signed) ~ M.R. Kidron
o SR

~

Acting Permanent Representative
of Israel to the United Nations
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"* Doar Yo Secrew'y General,
5

Before our meeting on Monday I hope that you can help

. .m0 in a mtter affecting Mount Scopus.. The UNTSO has rejected
“ahe inclusion in the next convoy of surgical and medic¢al - FERREv

_equipment for the present sick rooids . In any emergency our;s

people would depend on the good graces of Jordan to facilitate .

. urgent removal down’to Jerusalems~ There have been cases of i
"

severe injury to policemen and even U.N. Observers in that:
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Yo _“The, obstruction of such equipment 48 fo’lhianexiérpfixoonu i
' and inhumans B.Ge spoke to me about it in Jerusalemin -

.
.-

. gheer incredulity. He drew very broad deductions about
" UNTSO and UN which I am sure we should both wish to apid. -

g
R

S
XA
S
“

¥

o

:
' It may be that the officer concerned is unduly ooy

“ cautious for jurisdictional reasons.
' That is why I have tod

‘Jerusalem that I am absolutely confident that you will solve :

_the problem as soon as it isbrought to your notice.
;
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Yours very sincerely,-. . ¢ °
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TO THE UNITED NATIONS TRAFALGAR 9-7600

15 October 1957

Ae B
I have made enquiries about the.Egyptian allegation that an

Egyptian vessel sailing from Alexandriato Latakia was selzed by
the Israel Navy on 30 Sefsiember. There is no truth whatsoever in
the story.

You might be interested to know that another version of this

tale was put out by Cairo Radio in its Hebrew programme on 1k
October at 6:30 a.m. According to this the Israel Navy seized,
and subsequently released, a Greek vessel under the impression
that it was Egyptian. There is no truth in this story either.

I shope that I am right in assuming that there will be no

further delay from the Egyptian side in releasing the Doron and
its crew, now that this so-called road-block has been cleared

away.

M.R. Kidron

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York, N.Y.
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NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK

DELEGATION OF ISRAEL
TO THE UNITED NATIONS TRAFALGAR 9-7600

31st October
X957

: Déar Mr, Secretary-General,

My Prime Minister was deeply touched by

your expression of concern for the welfare of his

colleagues and himself, and desires me to convey

to you his and their appreciation of your kind

me ssage.

Yours sincerely,

M.R.Kidron

The Secretary-General,
United Nations,
New York:
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- Confidential

Deu' Mr. &mt&ry-den-rul, iy -y Hon

I apoke to you yesterday o,bont the arrest and dctoution by &gnthn
_gnthoritin in Alexandria of an Ismu uuor. The followingdre sll-
the details I have: _ e

e

i

* The heme of the ;an is MISHAXL ZYRNER of Haifa. He 15 a student *

* at & merchant marine school in Holland and signed on for a voyage in
a Dutch ship named RAXI (I am not sure of the spelling) in order to
raise money to carry on with his studies. This vessel was on its way
from the East coast of Africa or from the Orient to New York and passed|

through the Suez Canal in a northerly direction om or akout 1 Fovember.
After pasaing through the Cenal, the RAKI put into Alexandria end
ZIRTER was arrested there on 2 or 3 November. . (These dates are approximate.

_They derive from a cable from the Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem quoting

- the Red Croas in

a Reuters message from the Hague. The whole affair might well have
taken place before 1 November and been hushed up for a rw dul).

I understand that the Netherlands Ministry for Foreign Affairs ‘1s

pursuing tke mttsr thro:‘gh rebfulm;giplomuc channels, and n.llo tlut
e an {infaormed, :

1 need hardly upwuo the extreme gravity vith vhich Israsel -ut
view this nev instance of Egyptian assault on the rights and ubortiu
of Isracli seamen. These things are happening with a diaqmm
Trequency v!uch we cannot be expected to accept puunly. o 8

;

".
*

Mr. Dac Hammarskjold
Secretary-Ceneral -
United Hations

+ Bew'Xork, N.Xy
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LETTER DATED 14 NOVEMBER 1957 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL ADDRESSED
T0 THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL »

I refer to the letter dated 8 November 1957 of the Representative of Jordan

(8/3907) and have the honour to, observe that this document contains at least

three serious misrepresentations designed to cast an unfavourable light on the

perfectly legitimate activities of my Govermment.

Firstly, the Representative of Jordan refers to a decision of the Security
Council on 6 September 1957. The records of the Security Council do not disclose

any decision on the question at issue at this or at any other meeting.

Secondly, the Representative of Jordan quotes an opinion expressed by one

member of the Security Council, and endeavours to pass it off as the agreed view

of the Council. .The views of the Security Council were summed up by the

President at the meeting of 6 September. That summing up does not include the

statement quoted by the Representative of Jordan or any other expression in the

same or similar sense.

Thirdly, the Representative of Jordan describes the tree planting activity
undertaken on the Israel side of the civilian line in the former Government House

area in Jerusaiem as a violation of the Armistice Agreement. As the Acting Chief

of Staff confirms in paragraphs 6 and 7 of his report (A/3892), the General

Armistice Agreement contains no provisions determining the legal status of the

area and does not define the respective rights and obligations of the parties in

the area.,
_ ;

In these circumstances the list attached to the Representative of Jordan's

letter, even if it were accurate, would be of no more than academic interest,
as legitimate civilian activities of the kind listed have been proceeding on

both the Jordan and Israel sides of the civilian line in the Government House

area for the past eight years.
:

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated to all members of

the Security'Council.
(signed) M.R. KIDRON

Tor Peimanent Representative of

57-31660 Israel to the United Nations
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Code Cable

97Secretary-General
- Personal and lnl:tnedfinoc

from Kidron

.

Re Doron. Om 20 Dacenhcr Datmz ludeut representative Red Cross

told Mrs. Ba.mn at roreip Mnlltry or his talk in Cairo with
General Amery, -Amr ropostod auegatiom re ‘hip Devakis and
disappearance Egyptian aircraft in October 1956 but admitted

'lg,ypt had no proof that Israel vas involved in either cm. ). I

claimed tha.t atoueltaaacrevhadbeonbroueht toGuza.ror

‘release 'but ‘vere retwned Jail vhen Dc'nkia ;llegedb disappeared.,
He said finally that if Gen. Dayan gave hio vord as a soldier

|

that Israel d1d not hold Devakis andcrev and knew nothigg about
aircraft he would accept it. para

:

Geti; Dayan gave Detraz this \mdertakiue on 22 Dooenber.

"~ Detraz choreportedhehndubortin talkvithlnmolsulat on

this matter.

The above is for your information onLy as euenthl part baomround
tomtamyouu@than nca.u-o.

Best perml_. vishes xmas and coming year.>
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Il EAST 7OTH STREET

NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK

DELEGATION OF ISRAEL

TO THE UNITED NATIONS
TRAFALGAR 9-7600

Personal
,

27th January
1958

Dear Mr., Secretary General,

My Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Golda Meir, has

instructed me to hand you the following message received this

afternoon:

"Happy notify you release Doron crew. The
happiness of the families is reward for your

effort.

Golda Meir"

I should like to add the sense of my own appreciation of

your unceasing efforts to secure the release of these unfortunate

men from illegal detention.

Yours sincerely,

W
lir., Dag Hammarskjold,
Secretary General,
United Nations,
New York.,
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. ORTGINAL: ENGLISH

IETTER DATED 30 JANUARY 1958 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour, 'on instrucéions from myGovernment, to draw.the.attention
of the Security Council to a new wave of Syrian aggressionagainst Israelwhich,
on 28 January 1958, culmlnated 1n an attack by a Syrian unit with rifle and

sutomatic fire on Israel pollcemen who were engaged in clearlng mines in the.
fields, in the dezflratillmed zone, ‘east of the Dan settlement. The,flreooamso
from Syrian fortified positions at Tel Azaziyat and Khan Duweir. Under cover"of

protective fire, a Syrian army unit Denetrated the area and attacked 20 policemen
vho were dispersed over the area and who were armed only with rifles. The Syrian

|

force withdrew only after the arrival of reinforcements which returned the

automatic fire.
- :

e

S :

The firing began at 1515 hours and contlnued until 1715 hours. As avresglt
of the-Syrian attack, two Israell policemen were killed and five were wounded.

Owingto the heavy flre from the Syrian smde, the killed and wounded could not

be removed until the hours of darkness

As soon as the Syrlan attack became knoim, “the' Israel representatlve on the

Israel-Syrian Mixed Armlstlce Comh1831on in ‘Tiberias requested the United Natlons

Truce Supervision Organlzatlon to arrange for the immediate cessation of Syrlan

firing. The reply given by the Syrians to the United Natlons Observer was thaf_
what vas taking place was nothing more serious than'an exchange of.shots-betwéen

shepherds. A complaint has been suomltted by my Government ‘to the Mixed

Armlstlce Commission and an 1mmed1ate 1nvest1gat;on ‘has been requested.
_

The nature of this latest unprovoked attack leaves no room for doubt. about

its planned and premeditated character ‘and indicates that it was carried fiuo in

accordance with instructions issued by a responsible authority.

58-02011
'

i
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Ever since the end of December 1957 there has been a recrudescence of

aggressive activity by Syria directed against Israel on various points along

the Israel;Syrian border. Since that date ten serious incidents have occurred

which have resulted in the killing of three Israelis and in the wounding of

seven:

:

On 21 December 1957, at 1500 hours, an armed Syrian infiltrator penetrated

into Israel territory andvopened fire on a young couple Wélking near Mishmar

Hayarden, A man was killed.

On 8 January 1958, at 1830 hours, fire was opened from the Syrian village
of Moussadia on fishermen on the Lake of Tiberiaswho were at a distance of
about 60 metres from its north-eastern shore.

On 19 January 1958, at 1345 hours, Syrians shot and wounded a shepherd

near Gonen. |

On the same day, at 1620 hours, shots were fired by Syrians at'fishermen
engaged in fishing in Lake Tiberias.

On 22 January 1958, shots were fired from Syrian territory on fishing boats

on Lake Tiberias. The fishing nets had to be abandoned.
;

On 23 January 1958, at 1230 hours, & band of Syrian shepherds entered Israel

territory in the vicinity of Shear Yashuv. A Syrian army unit provided cover :
for them. Shots were fired at an Israel patrol which tried to chase them away.

Oon 24 January 1958, at 1215 hours, shots were fired at United Nations

Truce Supervision Organization Observers, who, together with the Israel>

representative on the Israel-Syrien Mixed Armistice Commission, were investigating

the incident of the previous days.
bn 2l January 1958, at 2215 hcurs, shots were fired from a Syrian post on a

fishing boat in Lake Tiberias.
'

On 25 January 1958, at 1645 hours, four Syrian soldlers entered Israel

territory near Kefar Hanassi and, by calling out to him in Hebrew, tried to

inducean Israel shepherdto approach them, When he refused, they opened flre

at him,
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The most serious feature of this latest series of Syrian acts of aggression

aga;nst Israel is the fact that in most cases members of the regular Syrian army

were involved., In numerous instances the fire came from fortified Syrian army

positions and in several instances Syrien soldiers entered Israel territory. The

firing was directed against Israel civilians who were engaged in peaceful pursuits

such as agricultural work, the tending of sheep and fishing, or against Israel

policemen clearing mines vhich had been placed by Syrians in the dezirafiilimed
zone on the Israel side of the international border. In some cases Syrian fire

was directed against United Nations Observers performing their task. Side by side
with these armed attacks, infiltration bySyrian shepherds with their flocks

into Israel territory has been continuing. These penetrations have also been

carried out under the protection of Syrian armed forces.

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated to the membersf

of the Security Council.

Mo KIDRON

for Permenent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations
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NEW YORK 2I, NEW YORK

TO THE UNITED NATIONS TRAFALGAR 9-7600

DELEGATION OF ISRAEL

PRESS RELFASE TDUN/19

FOR IVMEDIATE PUBLICATION
:

1 February 1958

LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

The following letter to the President of the Security Council was submitted

today by the Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations.

"T have the honour to inform the Security Council that the clearing of
mines from the fields of the Dan Village in the Demilitarized Zone near the

border between Israel and Syria, which was undertaken during the months of

January and February this year, was completed on 10 February. The purpocse
of the mineclearing was to restore the affected area to agricultural use,

The task was performed by civilian policemen who, in addition to the hazards

normally to be expected in this kind of activity, were compelled to endure

frequent harrassing fire from Syrian army positions across the border. As a

result of this fire two policemen were killed and six injured on 28 Januery.

The operation was conducted with the knowledge and approval of the United

Nations Truce Supervision Organization and in the presence of United Nations

Observersa

At no time were any Israel army troops or vehicles present in the Demili-

tarized Zones.

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated to the members
of the Security Council."
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IETTER DATED 1L EEBRUARY‘1958 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to inform the Security Council that the clearing of mines

from the fields of the Dan Village in the Demilitarized Zone near the border

between Israel and Syria, which was undertaken during the months of January and

yrafirbeF this year, was completed on 10 PFebruary. The purpose of the mineclearing

was to restore the affected area to agricultural use. The task was performed by

civilian policemen who, in addition to the hazards normally to be expecfed in this

kind of activity, were compelledto endure frequent harrassing fire from Syrian

army positions across the border. As a result of this fire two policemen were

killed and six injured on 28 January.
}

The operation was conduéted with the knowledge and approval of the
Un%teg Nations Truce Supervision Organisation and in the presence of United Nations

observers.,

At no time were any Israel army troops or vehicles present in the

Demilitarised Zone.
‘

s

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated to the nembers
of the Security Council.

'

Pleasge accept, Sir, etec.

(signed) M.R. Kidron
for Permanent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations
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LETTER DATED 2 APRIL 1958 FROM THE REPBESENTATIVE OF. ISRAEL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have “the honour, on 1nstructiona from my Govcrnment, to draw your
gttention to the serious 51tuatlon which has arlsen on the border between

:

Israel and Syrla as a consequence of a saries of aggressive acts oommltted by
Syrian armed forces agalnst Israeli labourers engeged in dlgglng a dranage

canal in the Lake Huleh area, and against life and property in neighbourlng
villages.

' SRR
v

:

-

The Lake’Huleh qfainage soheme, whioh calls for the-drainage ovaéke Huleh
and the surroun&ing spfiafis andltheir reclamation for agricultural use, is no

stranger to the'Security Council. On three separate occasions, 1n 1951, 1953
and 1957, has the Government of Syria selzed the Securlty Coun01l with its.
complalnts against this peaceful and constructive Israell project. An 1nf1n1te

i

s variety of spurlous allegatlons have been presented to the Security Councll

by Syrlan representatlves in a patent attempt to frustrate Tsrael's eccnomic

development in this area. The Securlty Council and successive Chiefs of Staff

of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization have found the Lake Euleh

draingge scheme to bé a legitimate civilian development project and have

consistently rejected the Syrian complaints and argumentation against it; yet
the arguments reappear; and some of them have been pressed into service oncev
more io.the tfieserp instence. Moreover Syria has, throughout the past seven-year

period, sought to back up her verbal argumentation by epplying armed force in

a vain attempt to intimidate Israel into abandoning the project. Thus a full-

scale armed aggression into Israel took place in 1951, and was repeated in 1953



and 1957, The latest series of attacks is therefore merely a repetition of

a familiar patterh of Syrian aggression to which Israel has not submitted

in the past\hor will submit in the future.

The present works are an integral part of the Huleh reclamation

project and are fietsahAot'toaf‘niidengised its completion. They are being
conducted, and have throughout been conducted, with the full knowledge of

the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization and in, the presence of
United Natlons observers statloned in the immediate area. The works

comprise the dlgging of six dralnage canals, the purpose of whlch is to

prevent the flooding of the reclalmed portlons of Lake Huleh and adjacent
areas during the rainy season. Five of these dralnage canals have already
been dug - without interference from Syria. Some of them-are in the

Demilitarized Zone, some outside it. The point is not material, as the
Security Council and the Chiefs of Staff have long eetablished that civilian

development work may proceed in the Demilitarized Zone so long as Arab owned

land is not encroached upon. None of the work has been done on Arab owned

land. In this particulaf instance the canal which is the objective of the

present Syrian attacks, the sixth and last.of the grbup; happené to be

situated wholly outside the Demilitarized Zone in the reclaimed area of

Leke Huleh, between MR2095h/27210 and MR20927/27161.
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On 21 March the Isreel delegate to the Mixed Armistice Commission informed

the United Nations Chairman that it was proposed to survey the precise location

of the borderof the Demilitarized Zone as it was intended to dig the last canal

outside the Zone in order to avoid possible encroachment on land in the vicinity

partly owned byArabs. The survey took place on 25March in the presence of a

United Nations observer. Tt established that the proposed canal was 51tuated

on an area of ground newly reclaimed from the Lake and thus outside the

Demilitarized Zone, and excavation work was accordingly begun on the morning of

24 March. During the course of the morning the Syrian military commander gave

United Nations olfisrevresbo minutes to transmit an vltimatum to the Israel side

to the effect that fire would be opened unless the workwas stopped forthwith.

Firing commenced a minute or so later and was returned bj Israel guards;
At midnight of 24/25 March, the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission

requested the Israel delegate to postpone continuation of the work so as to

enable United Nations observers to re-survey the area in order to establish the

exact location of the canal. Israel agreed to suspend the krofi and. the survey

was undertaken on 25 March by a United Nations observer. The new survey

confirmed that the canal was outside the Demllltarized Zone. On the same day

Syrian forces directed rifle fire on Israeli labourers on the work site.

. On 26 March Syrian army p081t10ns again opened fire, which was returned

by Israel forcés protecting the labourers. Work on the canal continued. On the

night of the 26th, the Chief of Staff 1nformed the Israel Foreign Office that

Syria contested the findings of the United Nations observer's survey and he

accordingly requested a further suspension to permit of further investigation.

Work was accordingly suspended once again from 27 March to 30 March. The second

United Nations investigation was completed on 29 March. On the nlght of the

29/30 March the Chairmen of the Mixed Armistice Commission requested Israel to

extend the suspension of work for another half day, until noon on

30 March. Israel complied with this request as well.
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Work Was ‘accordingly resumedat12.30 p.m. on 30 March Fifteen minutes p
later Syrlan army positions openedfire on the labourers, but were s1lenced for

some tlme by return fire from the Israeli side. At a later stage machine gun and

heavy mortar fire was directed from Syrldn army positions on a number of 01v111an1i
targets on the Israeli side. "With the help of United Nations observers a cease—flre

was flnally attained at 1430 hours. Work was, takenup again at 1700 hours and
_

contlnued without disturbance until nightfall. e : dl
on 31 March at 1620-hours-the Syrian armed forces renewed thelr aggressxon

=

by 1obb1ng amortar shell at the workmen, who had restarted work two hours befOre;

Immedlately follow1ng‘this a barrage of 120 mm mortar fire, supported bytanks,
'

was directed against the mén. At this point Israel tanks returned fire agalnst
i

Syrian’ mllitary positions.~:An exchange of artillery fire followed durlng wh;ch
=

one farmer was killed and damage done at Gadotand‘two men and one woman wounded

at Hulata.
'

Gadot and ‘Hulata are farming communities situated3 km and 2 1/2 km :;
respectlvely from the place where-the' ‘canal” lS being dug.-

.

During this engagement i1t was observed thatSyrien fire was dlrected at -

clearly marked Unlted Nationsobservation posts;.sd: that United Nations observers

were forcedto abandon them andse€k‘cover elsewhers. e

’

Unlted Nations cbserversrequested both sides to cease:fire at 1645 hours .

The Israel commander agreed on condition .that. the:Syrians also stopped shootlng. -

The Syrlan mllltary commander asked topostponethe ceage-fireuntil 1700 hours,.

but contlnued flrlng after that. A cedse=fire was eventually put into effect at.

1750 hours._
: '

'

. e _ s s

Durlng the course of the same day, the Israel Ministry forfForeigntAffairs
1nformed the Chlef of Staff that Israel would agree to.a further survey by

United Nationsobservers in order to dispose of any points whichmight still give

grounds for uncertainty. On the same évening the Chief of Staff informed the

Ministry for Foreign Affairs that a party ofUnited Nations surveyorswas prepared

to go out to the area on the morning of 1 April and requested that the work be

temporarily suspended at the work site and surrounding areas in order to make it

possible for the surveyors to complete their task without delay. Israel agreed to

this further request for suspension,aand the survey is proceeding with the full

co-operation of the Israel authorities.

i
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It will be apparent from the above chronicle that Israel has throughout

demonstrated her otisSefignilliw co—opera%e with United Nations authorifies in/
orderto clearup any doubts that may have arisen concerning the location of the

propesed‘drainage canal. The work has been suspended at Unitevaations~reques£
’Von'four occasions. Syria, on the other hand, has utterly disregarded all

-Unitedeations attempts;to settle the matter by way ef a factual examination of

her claims, and has insteaa nsed armed force with increasing 1ntens1ty in a

desperate effort to achieve her objectives by violence,

I have the lionour to request that this letter be c1rculated to all members

of the Security Council,
:

Please accepi, Sir, etec.

(Signed) M.R. Kidron
Acting Permanent Representative
of Israel to the United Nations

¥



23rd May 1958

Dear Mr, Hammarskjold,

I refer to your letter of 22 May concerning Colonel Flint, the
contents of which I cabled to Jerusalem last night.

I am sorry that you hold the view that the alternstive ways of
handling the situation, which you presented to me in our talk of 16 May,
have, to use your words, "somewhere along the line...become gravely twisted".
I presume that you mean thgt more was read into your first proposal than
was intended by you.

:

'

My clear understanding of your fist proposal was that if we formally
nullified Mr. Tekoah's letter on Colenel Flint, you on your side would be
guided in practise by the views expressed in that letter - without of
course necessarily agreeing with them - and consequently would ensure
that there would be no further personal contact between Israeli officials
and Colonel Flint. I regarded this as e practical, common-sense arrangemen t
whieh, while preserving the amenities, would enable all of us to put this
matier behind us and get on with x our work. I cabled this understanding of
your proposal to Jerusalem, in good faith, If I had had any doubts about it -

I had none -~ they would have been set at rest by two things that occurred
subseguently: on 20 May I telephoned you to say that I had been informed
by Jerusalem of their decision to accept the first of the two alternatives
proposed by you, which I deseribed, to the best of my recollection, as

formal cancellation of our letter on the understanding that you would hence-
forth act in its spirit. After expressing satisfaction with the decision,
you said, or at least I understood you to say, that this would be so. Un
the following day the convey went up without difficulty and Colonel Flint
was demonstrably kept out of the picture. I had every reason to assume that
this was done in accordance with what I fully believed was our understand-
ing, and was very happy that we had jolntly managed to avoid a guite un-

 necessary crisis,

It now transpires that my understanding of your 16 May proposal was

inaccurate, and that your two alternatives were firstly, withdrawal of the
letter and secondly, the presentation, I presume in writing, of specific
complaints., Had I had any inklingat our meeting that this was indeed your
intention, I would have told you there and then that in my view no real
alternative was given and that the compromise was therefore no compromise,
I do not think that the United Nations Secretariat can compel, or reasonably
expect, a member state to cooperate with an offiecial in whom, for reasons

satisfactory to it, it has no confidence. You do of course appreciate that
Mr. Tekoah's letter merely stated that matters which had hitherto been dealt
with by Colonel Flint would henceforth be referred directly to UNTSO, that



is to say that Israel representatives would no longer ccoperate with him
personally, The letter did not ask for his dismissal, and there is thus no
basis for comparison between this case and those of the United Statee staff
members to which you and Mr. Cordier referred yesterday. =

However, far more perturbing to me than this matter are certain re-
marks you made in our talk yesterday. You accused Israel of pursuing a
policy of "attack" on Mount Scopus, and claimed that we had adopted a
"pattern” of behaviour towarde United Nations representatives the object of
which was to render them incapable of fulfilling their duties. I am very
much afraid that so long as the United Nations persists in seeing nearly every
Israeli activity in an insidious light and as a challenge to ite authority
and prestige, the prospects of restoring genuine confidence and cooperation,
which we both hold to be so desirable, will not be advanced.

?oum sincersly,
(Uu) Kidron,.
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TO THE UNITED NATIONS TRAFALGAR 9-7600

Dy ESAUN

The Permanent Bepresent;kive of Israel to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations and has the honour to acknowledge

receipt of Note dated 9 June 1958, informing him of

Mr, Andrew W, Cordier's designation as representative of

the Secretary-General to visit Mount Scopus,

A copy of this Note has been forwarded to the Ministry

for Foreign Affairs in Israel, WC Fl

New York,
10 June 1958
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NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK
DELEGATION OF ISRAEL

TO THE UNITED NATIONS TRAFALGAR 9-7600

Dear Mr, Haxmr?ékjold,

Ambassador Eban left this Israsl
Tenth Anniversary Album with me for delivery

to you.
:

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold,
Secretary-Gereral,
United Nations,
New York,



11 November 1956

Dear Mr. Kidron,

Erclosed please find a letter to Mrs. Meir. I would

appreciate it if you would have it transmitted to the Forelgn

Mirister as quickly a8 possible.

1 assume that the necesssry discussions may best be con-

ducted here, us General Burns is likely to leave for New York

very shortly.
\

Yours sincerely,

Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General

Encl.
;

Mr. Mordecal R. Kidron
Deputy Representative of Israel

to the United Nations
15 East 70th Street
New York 21, Ne.Ye.
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2. If the loresli stand is one vhich excludes & rotwn of Kayptiss
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wWith the United Bations, e that stund endorsed Ly sny olher Nombsrd

 3s Beu Qurion says:
If the time comes when actiom is appropriate and
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D‘Br Mrs Kidrbn,

urpA&lfoMaMJmflem&o&flmufiwidrmA
states that Madame Meir in a public meeting in Tel Aviv on Saturday,
referring to the developmert in the Gasza Strip sald: "We had been pro-
mmnwmwbymm«rmsmcrwwmmmt
had been agreed upon and yet “let the Bgyptians in sgain without
havimtha&ubhnritqwdon* Vrs. Meir is further reported Lo

»mnummsnmumwmnupwmwummnu-
lence of ¥r. Hammarskjold". 9If he feared that&r&urnorww
was unavoidable, then he should have said so.”

xwmmmunummummnmmtmm‘
mmmzm.mm:mnmnc. Ifs0,1 am

o mtm,tnn«mmfihtats&awpahflfumemmadein the

fimal paragraph of her letterof 9 April, represents an ulhaama
of the greatest gravity which should be made only in a specific form

~mmam;m_znmmma¢mammmy- whore the
.muywflmowsahmmtc

o ' e

¥r. Hordecai R. Mn
Deputy Permapent Representative

of Israel to the United Rations
15 Bast 70th Street
Hew I'ork 21, HeTo



20 June 1957

Dear Mr, Kidron,

By letter of 1 April 1957 I addressed, with the full con-

currence of the Advisory Committee, certain questions to the Govern-

ment of Israel concerning their willingness to accept deployment of

UNEF on the Israeli side of the Armistice Demarcation Line at Caza,
in accordance with the request of the Ceneral Aucubly.

According to a report received, the Foreign Minister of Israel,
Mrs. Golda Meir, in the Knesset yesterday, in reply to a question,
stated that "no UN force shall be ltationéd in any area of the State

of Israel". This statement, if correctly rendered, seems to clarify
ofit stand of the Government of Israel on tho point raised in the
letter of 1 April in implementation of the relevant resolution of the

General Assembly.

If that assumption is correct, I would appreciate it if, in

response to my letter of 1 April, to which so far I have not received

any reply, you would confirm that the statement of the Foreign
Minister may be considcrod as expressing the reaction of the Govern-

ment of Israel to the demand of the General Assembly.

Sincerely yours,

Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary~Ceneral

Mr, Mordecal R. Kidron,
Permanent Mission of Israel

to the United Nations,
15 East 70th Street,
New York 21, N.Y.



22 ¥ay 1958

Dear Mr. Kidron,

From the Chief of Staff, UNT30, I have received a report on

& conversationtoday with Mr, Eytan and Mr. Tekogh. It emerges
from that report that the alternative ways of handling the situation,
crested by the recent letter from Hy. Tekosh on Colonel Flint, widex
I, together with ¥r. Bunche, presented to you in a conversation,18 May 1958, somewhere along the line have bwocome gravely twisted, I
therefore consider it necessary to restate cur stand in the hope thus
to streigiten matters owt,

You will rersmber that in owr eonversation, 16 May 1958, I
characterized the letter on Flint as "wunaecceptable” and indicated
that it ecould not serve as s basis for any kindof action from my
side, That was 8o vecause unsubstantiasted complaints against an

officlal of the United Natlions or the UNTH0 could mot be taken into
sccount, 1€ our operationsare to continue on & basis of falrmess
and withowt opening possibilities for undue pressure from any party.

I indicated that in thess circumstances we hed to face two
altemative lines of action; either the letter would have to be
consddered as "out of file™ « by whidehI cbviously meant that it
should not contirue to form part of the official record of relations
between the United Kations and Israel - or else the complairts from
Izras) would have to be spelled out 8o as to enable me to form an

independent Jjudguent weogarding the validity of poseible charges of
bias or incompetence. In the first case the letlter, wien annulled,
would have served the purpose of bringing to our notiece your dis-
content, while it was recognized a8 not having provided a: basis on

which any action on our side lad to or could be taken. In the second
case it would be for me as Seecretary-leneral to evaluate the specific
complaints and drav ny independent conclusions, which obviously did
not have to eoincide with those drawn by the Ilsrael Jovernment,

r, Mordecal . Kidron
¥inister Flenipotentiary
Deputy Representativo of Israsl

to the United Nations
11 Bast 70tk Strest
Rew York City, H.Y.
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It now scews that the Isreel Covernment, in approving that

tho letier be regarded as ®out of file%, has misunderstood the

situation in tw respects; first, as regards the significance of

this action and second, as to the formal character of that sction

itself. It thus ap ears that the Isrsel Government belleves that
the reference was only to Colonel Flint's perscmal file; However,
it goos withoul lmotmyflm;mmdflmn;mttahtgnma
matter on which I wuld never have consulted the Israel Covemmert
It further appears that the Iarael Goveroment thinks that ths withe

drawal of the letter from the rile would be combined with asction
from ny side on the basis of that lotter to the effect that Colonel
Plint would be resoved from

wisinterpretation could have srisen as the alternitives were pro-

nst the background of the statement thal the letter, as
This obvicusly meant that it edther

as a basis for action, or

consideration.

In judging the situation I trust that you will take into account

{ts wide implications in jrineiple. It is not the first tiwe I have

received unspoeifisd complainks expressing discontent wWih repre-

gentatives of the Umited Hations. The line consistently held has

been the ane reflected in the sltermatives whieh I mentioned to you:
either the ccaplairis have had to be rendered specific so as to

provide possibilities for an independent judgment and decision by
the Secretary-lensral, or else they have had to Le regerded as non-

existent and without any consequence.



Dear Mre Kidrom,
This is to acknowledge recelpt of your letterof 23 May.

Obhwiously, there iu no point in prolongingthis exchange. However,
I feel that I should put on record the following polints:

Certainly the United Kations €annot compel & Xember State to
to with an offictal in whom 4% has no eonfidence. iut, &if

that officinlis in the position of s representativeof UNIS(4.

Mmmwummmmxw' which
he functions - such a withdrawal of confidence camiot be recognised
by those responaible for the operation, if the perty resorting to
the stap 1= not in a position to Justify its actionby objectively
valid ressons. I balleve that further reflection will lead slso you
in jeopsrdy and, indeed, in the end render an arrangemsat of the type
envisaged in the Armistice Agreesent mmorkable.

It is, thus, uy seriovely consideredview that the distinction

you make between dismisssl and respval from dealing with lsrsel affalrscannot be uwpheld, I made it perfectly clear im our first talk that the
lersel Covernment is entitled to address ite communicationsdirectly
to UNTS0, but you will nod deny that, as the later develojment las
asply clarified, the intention of ir. Tekoah's letier weni furtber.

I mote that you have, in a letter which cannot be regarded as
private, made the swesping allegation that "the United Nations per—
sists in seeing nearly every lsrsel sotivity in an insidicus light*.
I limit syself to register deep disappointment that this shouldbe
mmlmmtmmmmmamwwm

You include in your letter quotations from a discussion which,
I thought, was on a porsonsl, man to man basis., Regarding the facts
referred to in those guotations, I can assure you that if and when
some guestions which 1 foar that any objective cbserver of certain
recent develojments is bound to put to Mmself would seex to wme to
eall for action, 1 would address myself openly’and in my own words

to the Isreesl Government,

/

Hr., Mordecai R. EKidron,
Deputy Permanent Representative

to the United Nations,
Fermanent Mission of Israel to

the United Xations,
New !0!*, K.Y,
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The Secretary-General of the United Nstions presents

his compliments to the Pervanent Espresentative of Efx;agl to

the United Hations, and has the honour to request that his

Uovernment be informed that the Seeretary-Ceneral has desig-

oated Hr, Andrew ¥, Cordisr, Foweutive issistant to the

Secretary-Oensral, as e specially designated reprecontative

to visit Mount Scopus in sccordance with the termus of pare-

graph four of the Heport om Mount Scopus of Dr, Franeliseo

Urrutia of 18 Jamary, and thet hr. Cordier will be srriving

in the Nosr Sast faMawtkvcu:.mtfoMeh.tdrufiw
about one week,



22 July 1958

I an very pleased to have the book published on the

occasion of the tenth anniversary of the State of Israel,

which Ambassador Eban was kind enough to send me.

Would you thank him for me?

Yours wincerely,

Dag Hammarskjsld.

Mr. Mordecai R. Kidron,
Acting Permanent Representative

of Israel to the United Natiocns,
Permanent Mission of Israel to

the United Nations,
11 East 70th Street,
New York 21, N.Y.


