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A NATION REBOREN - by Kichard H.S. Crossman ¢ 951

Poe 116

r It is this that explains the obvious but superficially baffling
relief with which Ben-Gurion withdrew his troops from the Gaza

strip after the Suez campaign. I happened to be visiting Israel

at the time and spent a long day seeing how the Arabs in Gaza and
around the town were adapting themselves to Israeli occupation.

On my return to Tel Aviv I discussed the problem with several
members of the Cabinet. Would it not be possible, I suggested,

that tle Gaza strip should be integrated into Israel on condition
that its Arab population were offered the free choice between
becoming full citizens of Israel or being moved by UNRWA to an Arab
State of their choosing? Of course it is dubious whether this

plan would have been acceptable to the Arabs, But what interested and
surprised me at the time was the unanimity with which the Israeli
turned it down. So far from regarding the Gaza strip and its Arab
population as spoils of war, which should if possible be retained

in peace, they talked of them as dangerous hazards, to be returned

to the United Nations as soon as possible., I was puzzled until

I was told that the addition of nearly 200,000 souls to the Arab
minority would not only increase its absolute strength but quite
possibly make it the balancing factor in Israel's complex multiparty
political system. Israel, I was forced to realise, had become

a self-consciously Jewish state and, rather than increase its Arab
population, any Israeli Government will deny itself extensions of
territory. Ironically enough, the exclusiveness of Israeli nationalism
is the best guarantee the Arabs possessagainst the threat that

Israel will ever launch an expansionist war."
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