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OF 2 HELD INCHINA
American Prisoner Is Said
to Have Admitted He Held
‘lntelliger‘uc'e Agen‘cy Job

PEIPING Sept 8 (Reuters)
=y young Amencans out-

lihed today the results of their
visit yesterday to two United
States civilians, imprisoned in
China since 1952as'spies.:

In a statement that was held

up for seventeen hours by ‘dif-
in mlmeographing,

the ten said they had found
the two men, Richard G. Fec-|
teau %::ynn, Mass., and John

Downey of New Britain,
Conn.,to be in good condition.

- Thevisitors are members of
a group of forty Americans
who have been touring China at|
the Communists’ invitation after
attendmg the Moscow Youth
Festival,

'

The five who were ‘permittedto see Mr. Fecteau, who is
serving a twenty-year sentence,
said he looked generally healthy
and had no gray hairs.

“We could not detect any
s1gns of mental or physical ill-
ness,” their statement said.

They "also reported that Mr.
Fecteau admitted having once

worked for the United States
Central Intelligence Agency.

The five others who saw Mr.
Downey said he looked sun-

cropped. The Connecticut man
is serving a life sentence.

Use of Cameras Forbidden
‘The ten Americans were not

allowed to take notes or use
camerag during their visits
with the prisoners, and they

leged crimes or trial,

were expressly told not to as

questions about the men’s al

f\x,,sentenced

|be rough on pnsoners before

|he added a.ccordmg to ,the

: Intelhgence Agency 'said today

opments ta

the importance of land reform
and the sxgmfxcapce of collec-
tive farms,” he was quoted as|hamng commented

- The 30-year-old Mr, F‘ecteau
told‘the visitors: he had

sp

two and one-half years i

itary confmement beforebemg
“That was pretty toug‘h;{r he

said. “There was no one to-
to and nothing to read an
nothing to do. I got anervous
tick,but that’s gone now. Ithink the general practlce ‘

sentence and’
ward.”
“My treatment is fme now,"

lement after-

state'ment
Before joining the Axr Force,

he said, he enlisted in the mer-
chant marine withthe hope of
seeing the world and then at-
tended Boston Umversxty with
the hope ofbecommg a. football
coach. |

He finally went to work for
the Central Intelligence Agencybecause there was more. money
in it, he was reported to ‘have[said. ]

The young Amemcan v1sxtors
left today for Wuhan, whence
they will go on to Nanking by
steamer along the Yangtze Riv-
er. They will also visit other
cities m\ central ‘and. southChina. |

Five of them are to leave
China by the middle of this
month, The rest will return to
Peiping at the end of Septem-
ber to attend National Day cel-ebratxons Oct el

U. S. Agency Declines Comment

WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 (@)
—A spokesman for the Central

he had no comment whatever
to make on Mr. Fecteau’s re-

ported statement Mr Fecteaus
mother denii ;

;

that her s
the intellig

[Mr. Downey, and Mr.
Fecteau, both civilian em-
ployes of the United StatezArmy, were captured in 1952
when an Air Force plane in

was shot down in the Korean
war.]

. Both prxsoners said they were
‘confined in cells 15 by 12 feet,
/that they had one hour of
lexercise a day and they read
much of the restof the time.

Mr. Fecteau said he read
Hsinhua (New China) news

agency reports and such maga-
zines as Sports Illustratedand
The New Yorkers, ag well as
the works of Engels, Marx,
Stalin, Lenin, Mao Tse-tung,
Cervantes, chkens and Thomas
Mann.

on trips away from prison, the

|

which they were traveling |

Both men have been taken|

statement ‘said. Last year they

“For the first time I realized|
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Hong Kong, Jan. 24 (AP) —|pleas through Mrs. Li Teh Chuan,
"S Communist Chinese Premier|Chinese Health Minister and Red]

&P Chou En-lai today rejected an ap-|Cross president.
°h | peal by three American mothers| The mothers are Mrs. Ruth
th |for the release of their sons im-|Redmond of Yonkers, N. Y., Mrs.
at prisoned by the Communists. Jessie Fecteau of Lynn Mass
{.7‘ The mothers presented their'and Mrs. Mary Downey of New
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Britain, Conn. They are to leave
Peking tomorrow for the U. S.

Peking Radio broadcast a state-
ment by Chi Feng, assistant dir-
ector of the International Rela-
titons Dept. of the Chinese Red
Cross, saying:

“The Premier fully under-
stands the feelings behind your
appeal but your sons have vio-
lated Chinese laws and must be
dealt with accordingly.”

The Chinese Red Cross in
'

{Shanghai had suggested to Mrs.
Redmond that she go to Peking
to appeal. This had-aroused spec-
ulation in Hong Kong that Chou
might be getting ready to release
the three Americans in a move

designed to attract favorable
world opinion. It was felt in
Hong Kong that the Chinese Red
Cross ‘would not have made the
suggestion without the Premier’s
knowledge and concurrence.

Weather

Fair,
high in 30s.

Tomorrow,
cloudy,

possible snow.

High, 30.
‘Important—Read Saks-34th Advertise-|Be sure-to see Pages 12, 13 and 66 for
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The New Yprk Times, 9 September 1957

They were ca,ptured when
an Air Force plane in which
theywere tra.veling was shot|

down durmg the Koreanwar.]
But Mr. Moyer contended

that the report should‘have
|made itclear that during the
|interview Mr. Downey seemed)
nervousand excited. = He said
it was very difficult to get Mr,
Downey to talk,

Atthe start of the interview,
at which prison officials were

present Mr. Downey replied in
shqrt sharp phrases and often
was ‘‘almost speechless¥ Mr.
Moyer said,

~ Mr. Downey’s sflnah and %eet
i
trembled badly, Mr. Moyersaid.
Mr Rosen a New Yorker,ad-

| As I shook hands with
~trembled in


