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N.Y.Times, Sunday, 23 October 1955

HOLDING U. S. FLIERS|

" TOKYO, Oct. 22 (2)—Commu-|:
nist China charged the United
States today with repeated es-
pionage. Peiping asserted that|;
the United Nations Secretary}
General, Dag Hammarskjold,
had recognized Red China’s
right to sentence intruding air-
men, and outlined its attitude
toward world affairs.

‘A Peiping broadcast, replying
to Secretary of State Dulles’
Oct. 10 speech to the American
Legion, at Miami, Fla., said there
was “iron-clad evidence” that
eleven' captured United States
airmen accompanied by two
United States civilians “intruded
into China to carry out subver-
sive activities.” o

' Peiping named the group as
the B-19 crew, led by Col. John
Knox Arnold and civilians John|.
Downey of New Britain, Conn.,
and Richard George Fecteau ofjs
Lynn, Mass. The airmen weres
released Aug. 1, Messrs. Dow-ii
ney and Fecteau are still held.

The Communist radio took ex-
ception to Mr. Dulles” branding
of the airmen’s sentencing as “a
violation of the Korean armis-
id.|tice and * * * a grave provoca-|tl
tien,” i

“Jt is entirely China’s sover-
eign right and internal affair
to sentence American spies with-
in her own territory,” Peiping
said. :

Regarding Mr. Hammar-
skjold’s trip to China last
December to try to ease inter-
national tension, Peiping said|®
that after hearing Communist
China’s views, “finally, he stated
l# % * he never doubted the|
sovereign right of China in pass-
ing the sentences.”




