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14 August 1955
DH/aaa

ATDE MEMOIRE

Before my return to Geneva on 2 August I had asked for meetings to
be arranged with Ambassador Johnson, Ambassador Wang Ping-nan and WMr,
Krishna Menon., My reasons for these contacts were different. In the
case of Ambassador Johnson I felt a need to compare notes and to bring him
up to date’with developments on my side. In the case of Ambassador Wang
Ping-nan I desired to ask him to transmit to Mr. Chou En-lai a reply to
his message concerning the release of the prisoners. I fufther felt that,
with the risk for publicity, I could not see Ambassador Johnson without
also seeing the Chinese Ambassador. Finally, in the case of Mr. Krishna
Menon, I felt a need for taking his temperature as he had unexpecﬁedly
turned up in Geneva in an obvious effort to put himself on the map.

The plans turned out as follows: Mr. Krishna Menon had left before

I returned. Ambassador Johnson had invited me to dinner before he got

my message. A meeting had been arranged with Ambassador Wang Ping-nan,

In this Aide Memoire there are reasons to cover only the developments
in relation to Peking.

When I saw the Chinese Ambassador in the afternoon of 2 August, I
handed him my r eply to Chou En-lai for immediate transmittal. I further
mentioned to him that I intended to stay in Geneva for a week. I had
nothing to do - and I did not want to have anything to do - with the

Sino-American talks. On the other hand, in line with my general attitude




as maintained all through the spring, I wanted to point out to the Ambassador
that, as a matter of course, I would be happy to receive him if there was
any point he wanted to raise with me or any aspect concerning which it was
felt that I might properly be of some assistance,

The Chinese Ambassador said that he would transmit my message to Mr,
Chou En-lai. He gave the impression that, if anything, the message embarrassed
him a little. Probably the explanation was that he did not know what Mr.
Chou Eﬁrlai had said to Ambassador Wistrand. Concerning the talks his only
observation was that he noted that I would be in Geneva: he would see me
if Mr. Chou En-lai had anything he wanted to say., The Ambassador finally
asked me if I had anything I could tell him concerning the American side
of the matter, to which I replied that I had no such information and, so far,
had not even seen Ambassador Johnson.

On Friday 5 August he called me and asked for an interview Saturday
morning., When he came, he handed me the annexed letter from Mr, Chou En-lai
concerning which I did not say anything immediately as I wanted to have
his oral comments which I foresaw might clarify the significance of the letter.
I felt this need to wait especially as Mr, Chou En-lai in his final paragraph
had put an emphasis on my previous contact with Mr. Wang Ping-nan which
was not warranted by what I had actually said.

Mr, Wang Ping-nan said that I had all the time stressed that the re-
lease of the priscners was a move which had to be taken before any progress
was likely on other issues. Mr., Chou En-lai felt that now was the time for
such progress, as China had made the gesture. It was apparent from the

@mbassador!s ellaboration of the letter that what was regarded as a "deed"

was not a gesture in return for the prisoners, but some kind of agreement




with a mutual give and take, which had the release of the prisoners not as
an integral part, but as its background. Thus, the Ambassador in his ex-
planations remained on the basis of the formula which had been mine all
through. Specifically, he seemed to mean by "deed" not any new move, for
example concerning the students, but an understanding covering both sides
rof the first item on the agenda of the Sino-American talks.

The Ambassador went on to say that I might know that China had
suggested that a third power, for example India, should take care of the
interests of the students as well as the interests of the American civilians
in China, Mr, Chou En-lai hoped that I would find it possible to support
that proposal,

I replied that I first of all wanted to comment on the penultimate
paragraph of the letter. I had noted the point in Mr, Chou En-lai's
discussion with Ambassador‘Wistrand to which a reference was made. Mr,
Chou En-lai should, however, understand that as I did not want to enter
the public discussion on these issues, we, on both sides, would have to
accept a certain latitude of misunderstanding and misinterpretation. To
my knowledge nothing had been said which Mr., Chou En-lai had any reason to
consider as embarrassing. Concerning the final paragraph and the request
for "deeds", I could only confirm what I had said before, that in my view

a straighténing out of the prisoner question had to be achieved before

any progress could be foreseen in the relations between China and the

United States., I now considered such progress possible. Obviously I took
a great personal interest in the success of the talks now in progress, and I
would do what I could in general terms in order to further them within the

limits of strict impartiality. As concerned the proposal to entrust a third




party with certain tasks in this context, I was at this stage neither

for nor against it., This was the first authoritative indication I had had

of the proposal and I had so far had no opportunity to consider its advantages

or weaknesses, The Ambassador should not read into my expression of general
interest in the success of the talks that I tied my hands on any specific
issues or expressed approval of any specific formula. Obviously several
formulas were possible, and what was necessary was to find one which was
mutually acceptable. If my thinking could be of any help in the effort to
find such a formula, I would be happy to help in such a way. At all events,
however, I wanted to get in touch with Ambassador Johnson to get his views
on the matter before I went any further in a discussion.

The Chinese Ambassador said that he understood my attitude and would
report it. However, Mr. Chou En-lai had noted that I was returning to
New York next week and he considered it likely that my word would carry
weight in Washington., That was one reason why he had expressed hopes that
I might find it possible to support the Chinese effort. T replied that on
my return to America I naturally would get in touch with the United States'
representatives and that, true to the principles which had animated my con-
tacts with Mr., Chou En-lai during the whole period of negotiations, I would,
of course in a spirit of strict objectivity, do what I had said in my letter
to him, i.e. try and help towards an appreciation of the problems of China,
If I found possibilities to help towards a mutually satisfactory solution of
the problems covered by item (1) in the Sino-American talks, I would be happy

to help, but I had to repeat that all my activities were under strict, self-




imposed rules, requiring first of all the firmest impartiality, without
which I would be of no value either to Peking or to Washington.

To this reply, where I stressed my special responsibilities so sharply
in order to eliminate any'ﬁemptation to try to use me as a spokesman, the
Ambassador replied that he would not fail to report to Mr. Chou En-lai the

"friendly and sincere" way in which I had reacted.

In order to avoid publicity, I agreed with Ambassador Johnson to see

him at 9 o'clock Sunday morning at the hotel. In addition to informing him
about my télk with the Chinese Ambassador, I explained to him that I was
somewhat confused hy what seemed to be an effort to turn me into some kind
of a go-between. Mr, Chou En-lai had had plenty of opportunities, from the
Peking talks and onwards, to make such attempts, but knew very well from

my reactions all the way through that he had no chance to succeed. For that
reason I did not believe that a superficial interpretation that he wanted
me to speak for China as a kind of return for his "gift“ of the prisoners

to me, was the correct one. Knowing Mr, Chou En-lai's ﬁsually somewhat
devious approach I had to take into consideration thé possibility of another
interpretation. Mr. Wang Ping-nan had clearly indicated by his presentation
that although they had proposed India as a third power, they had an open mind
on the choice of a third party. Under such circumstances the appeal to

me might be an indication that they hoped that, if no other basis could be
found for a third party activity on the two sides iﬁ favour of persons to

be returned, I would accept such a responsibility for the Secretary-General,




If that was Mr. Chou En-lai's intention - which, of course, was extremely

undertain - the formula would have to be that the two parties agreed on a

procedure for protection of the interest of the Americans in China and the
students in America and called upon the Secretary-General to implement it,
e.g2. by nominating agents.

It should be added that at some stage of the discussion with Mr., Wang
Ping-nan I said to him that as the legal issue of the students to my
knowledge was solved, the discussion of that question from my point of view
was concluded, However, this did not exclude that from a purely humanitarian
point of view I would continue to take an interest in their fate in view of
such financial or other difficulties as might exist in spite of the positive

legal attitude that was taken by the authorities.




14 August 1955
DH/ana

AIDE MEMOIRR

Before my return to Geneva on 2 August I had asked for meetings to
_ be arranged with Anbassador Johnson, Anbessador Wang Ping-nan and Mr,
Krishna Nenon, My reasons for these contacts were d:ltfarcht. In the
case of Ambassador Johnson I felt a need to compare notes and to bring him
up to.&hﬁth&wdmt:auuudm In the case of Ambassador Wang
Ping-nan I desired to ask hin to transmit to Hr, Chou En-lai o reply to
 his messsge concerning the release of the prisoners, I further toit»thst,
with the risk for publicity, I could not see Ambassador Johnson without
also seeing the Chinese Ambsssador, Minally, in the case of Mr. Krishna
Menon, I felt a need for taking his temperature as he had unexpectedly
 turned up in Geneva in an obvious effort to put himself on the map.

m:mww:-am: Mr, Krishoa Menon had left before
I returned, Aubassador Johnson had invited me to dinner before he got
ny message. A meeting had been arranged with Aubassador Wang Ping-nan,
In this Aide Memoire there are reasons to cover only the developments
in relation to Feking. |

When I saw the Chinese Ambassador in the afternoon of 2 August, I
hended him my reply to Chou Hnelai for immediste transmittal, I further
mentioned to him that I intended to stay in Geneva for a week. I had
nothing to do = and I did not want to have anything to do = with the
Sino-imerican talks, On the other hand, in line with my general attitude




as maintained all through the spring, I vanted to point out to the Ambassador
that, as a matter of course, I would be hapyy to receive him if there was
mwmtmmwwumumnwmyumm.mmmnam
felt that I nuht. pmmly be of scme assistance,
numnmmmrmmamwmtmmwm

Chou En-lai, He gave the impression that, if mybhing, the message embarrassed
him & little, Probably the explanstion was that he did not imow what M.,
Chou En~lai had said to Aubassador Wistrand, Concerning the talks his enly
observation wis thet he noted that I would be in Geneves he would ses me

4f M, Chou En-lai had anybhing he wanted to say. The Ambassador finally
asked me if I hid anything I could tell him concerning the American side
of the matter, to which I replied that I had ne such information and, so far,

had not even seen Awbassador Johnson. ‘ e
On Friday 5 August he called me and asked for an interview Ssturday
merning, When he oame, be handed ne the annexid Lebter frem N, Chow Re-lat
concerning which I did not say anything immediately as I wanted to have
his oral comments which 1 foresaw might clarify the significance of the letter,
I felt this need to wait especially as Mr, Chou Fr-lsi in his final paragraph
WMMmpham on my previous contact with Mr, Wang Pingensn which
was not warranted by what I had actually said, ' |
Mr, Wang Ping-nan said that I had all the time stressed that the re-
1m.o£‘thepmmoumauwemichhadwbct.akmhurmwmm
was likely on other issues, Mr, Chou En-lsi felt that now was the time for
such progress, as China had made the gesture. It was apparent from the
Ambassador's ellaboration of the letter that what was regarded as a "deed"
mMammrctmtuthcpmmm,MMuMﬁw




’,umsmmgiv-md'm,»mhmzhoramotwwms4mu"
.,minwuwt,butniumw m,m-mm«;-mmm
wmumm@tmmumrmmmmmmm
throughs muic‘n.y, hnlmdwmw*dm‘m:wmm, for
example concerning the s’mdmu, but an understanding emrin; both sides
efmamﬁitamw;guﬁaerthonMmm ;

} ‘ 'lkxcmmﬂntouytbntlummmmm
‘m«td_tmgathhdpom, for example India, should take care of the
intereste of the students as well as the interssts of the Amerisen eivilians
'.:.uaam. nr.cmm-wm-amumumuwm-ww

that proposal. , ; .
I replied that Ifm%dallmmumteatho pmltimh

paragraph of the ldtwi. I had noted the point in Mr, Chou En-lai's
discussion with Aubassador Wistrand to which a reference was made. lr.
cmm-msmm, m«w,mmmumuxdmmmum

the public dimaim on these iusun, we, on both aida, would have to
_accept & certain latitude of misunderstanding snd misinterpretation, To
nyknwlodgonothmghadbm mmmsz-. Ghou&a—hihndmymto
comidw as enbarrassing. Gemmim the final psmmph md the request
for "dudl", I cwldonlyconfiumt 1 had said before, that in my view
& straightening out of the prisoner qmttimhadtobomhi«odbdm

any progress could be foreseen in the relations between China and tho
United States, I nmv considered mh rogress pnaibh. Obviously I mk
lmtwmterut in the suscess of the talks now in progress, and 1
would do what I could in general tems in order to further them within the
linits of strict impartislity, As concerned the proposal to entrust a third




party with certain tasks in this context, I was at this stage neither

for nor against it, This was the firet authoritative indication I had had

of the px-opcul end I had so far had no oppertunity to consider its advantages
or wesknesses, The Ambassador should not read into my expression of generel
interset in the success of the talks that I tied my hands on any specific
issues or ‘up-o}uud approval of any specific formula, Obviously several
tcm:hn were possible, and what was necessary was to find one vwhich was
mtutn; acceptable. If my thinking could be of any help in the effort to
find such a formula, I would be happy to help in such a way. At all events,
m,xm«atog.tmmhmhmmammmmum

uthammb.tmlmtwrummamm. _ :
| ‘The Chinese Ambassador said that he understood ny attitude and would

report it, However, Mr, Chou En-lai had noted that I was returning to
lw!erknutwnkmdheemsm it Mthatwmmmcm
weight in Washington, ‘nm.mmrumwyhohsdmruudhoputhn

I might find it possible to support the Chinese efrort._ I replied that on
my return to Aneries I naturally vould get in touch with the United States'
representatives and that, true te the principles uh&.ab had animated my cone
tacts with Mr, Chou En-lal during the whole period of negotiations, I would,
of course in & spirit of strict objectivity, do what I had said in my letter
to him, 1.6, try and help towards an apprecistion of the problems of China,
If I found possibilities to help towards a mutually satisfectory solution of
the preblass covered by St (1) 18 the Minodkéwionn talks; I weudd be hippy :
to help, but I had to repest that all my activities were under strict, self-




upond ruho. nmirinx tim. a!.‘ an the firmest mpm.ms.m without
which I would be of no value either to Peking or to Washington.
- ‘l'uthiamlh where I stressed my special responsibilities so sharply
in order to elininate ‘nny temptation to try to use me as a spokesman, the

imbassader replied that he would not fall to repert to ke, Chou En-lai the
*mwmammm'mmmum»mm. ‘

- In erder to avoid mbliaity, agreed with Ambassador Johnson to see
M at 9 o'elock ﬂunduy morning st the hetel. In additian to inforning him
; ‘sbumwtﬁkwﬂh EM%MM#, Iupldmdtohin that T was
somewhat confused by what seemed to be an effort to turn me into some kind |
of a go-betveen. e, Chou Mn-1ai had had plenty of opportunities, from the
*vckugum MM, to make such attempts, but Imowvawu from
| wrwmmwamthmw thst-hohndmchmcute succeed. !‘ortkat
: m 1 4id not believe that a supwmam interpretation that. he mtd
mmwnktwchm“aklndofmtmfwhis "gm"etthqprimm
to me, was the correct one. IKnowing lr, Chou En-lai's usually somevhat
devious approach I had to iake into consideration the possibility of another
 interpretation, Mr, Wang Ping-nan had elearly indieated by his presentation
that although they had pmpum Indis as a tm'm, they had an m mind
én the choice of & third party, Under such cireimstances the appeal to
 me pight be an indication that they hoped that, if no other basis could be

~ found for a third party activity on the two sides in favour of persons to
be returned, I would ascept such a responsibility for the Seeretary-General,




If that was Mr, Chou En-lai's intention - ﬂu.ah.v of course, was extremely
undertain - the formula would have to be that the two parties agreed on a
_ preoslers fev protastion of Ak interest of the Anericans in China and the
sbudents in America and called upon the aummmm to implement it,
€.2. by nominating agents, ; ,
Tt should be added that at some stage of the discussion with Mr, Wang
meummtumuga issue of the students to my
hm-dsn was solved, the discussion of that quution from my point of view
was eemlud.d ‘However, this did mot exelude that tm a purely humanitarian
point at’viwlmddmtinmtemcm interest Antheirfauinﬂwd
sueh :mm or other difficulties as might exist in tpiu of m mitiw

hm attitude that was takaa by the authoritiu.
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Before my return to Geneva on 2 August I had asked for meetings to
be arranged with Ambassador Johnson, Ambassador Wang Ping-nan and Mr,
Kx'iahna Menon, My mnohn for these contacts were different, In the
case of Ambassador Johnson I felt a need to compare notes and to bring him
up to date with developments on my side. In the case ef Ambassador Wang
Ping=-nan I desired to ask him to transmit te I!ir. Chou En-lai a reply to
his message concerning the release of the prisoners, 1 furthoi felt that,
with the risk for publicity, I could not see Aubassador Johnson without
also seoing the Chinese Ambussador. Pinally, in the case of Mr, Krishna
Menon, I felt a need for taking his temperature as he had unexpectedly
t.nmod up in Geneva in an obvious effort to put himself on the map.

The plans turned out as follows: Mr. Krishna Menon had left before
I returned, Awbassador Johnson had invited me to dinner before he got
my message. A meeting had been arranged with Ambassador Wang Ping-nan,
In this Aide Memoire there are reasons to cover only the developments
in relatim to Feking. v ‘

When I saw the Chinese Ambassador in the alternoon of 2".Angnst, 3.
handed him my r eply to Chou In-lai for immediste tramsmittal, I further
mentioned to him that I intended to stay in Ceneva for a week, I had
nothing to do = and I did not want to have anything to do - with the
Sino-American talks. On the other hand, in line with my general attitude




as maintained all through the spring, I wanted to point out to the Ambassador
that, as a matter of course, I would be happy to receive him if there was
any point he wanted to raise with me or any aspect concerning which it was
felt that I might pwparly bo of am assistance,

| The Chinese Ambuudor said that he would tra.nmi.t my message to Mr,
Chou En-lai, He gave t.ha iuprnsiou that, :Lf anybhing, the message enbamned
him a little. Probably the explanation was thet he did not know what Mr.
Ghou En-lai had said to Aubassador Wistrand, Concerning the talks his only
observation was that he noted that I would be in Geneva: he would see me

if Mr, Chou En~lai had mything he wanted to say. The ‘Ambamdar ﬁnally
asked me if I had anything I could tell him concerning the American side

of the matter, to which I replied that I had no such information and,' so far,
had not even seen Ambassador Johnson. - »

On l‘riday 5 August he called me and asked for an intmiav Saturday
morning, Vhen he came, he handed me tho annexed letter from Mr, Chou En-lai
concerning which I did not say anything immediately as I wanted to lwre
his oral comments wﬁich I foresaw might clari'fy the aigniﬁ.eémo of the letter,
I felt this need to wait especially as Mr, Chou En-lai in his final paragraph
had put an emphasis on my prev_io_us contact with Mr, Wang Ping-nan which
was not warranted by what I had actually said, .

Mr, Wang Ping-nan said that I had all the time stressed t..l;ﬂmtA the re-
lease of the prisoners was a move which had to be taken before any prcgrus
was likely on other issues, Mr, Chou En-lai felt that now was the time f@r
such progress, as China had made the gesture. It was apparent from the \

fmbassador's ellaboration of the letter that what was regarded as a ”dud!i\\

was not a gesture in return for the prisoners, but some kind of agreement \




with a mutual give and take, which had the release vct the prisoners not u
an integral part, but as its background, Thus, the Ambassador in his ex=
planations remained on the basis of the formula which had been mine all
through, Specifically, he seemed to mean by "deed" not any new move, for
example concerning the students, but an understanding covering both sides

of the fivst item on thi agenda of the Sino-American talks,

The Aubassador went on to say that I might know that China had
suggostd that a third power, for axmple India, should take care of the
internst.s of the students as wll as the interests of the American eivilians
15 Ghina, Mr. Ghos Bnclal Hoped that I would find it possible to support
that proposal, ' , 5
s 1 replied that I first of all wented to comment on the penultimate
 paragraph of the letter. I had noted the point in Mr, Ghou En-lai's
| ~discussion with Ambassador Wistrand to which a refurma was made., Mr,

Chou En~lai should, however, mdwatmd that as I did not want to enter
 the public discussion on these issues, we, on béth aim, would have to
accept a céft.a.in latitude of misunderstanding and nisint@retatim. To
my knowledge nothing had been said which Mr. Chou En-lai had any reason to
consider as embarrassing. Gonca:.rning the final paragraph and the request
for "deeds", I could only eonﬁ#m what I had said before, that :ln my view
a straightening out of the prisoner question }had to be achieved before

any progress could be foreseen in the relations between China and t‘,hq
United States, I now considered such progress possible. Obviously I teet
a grest personal interest in the success of the talks now in progress, aml I
would do what I could in general terms in order to further them within the

limits of strict impartiality, As concerned the proposal to entrust a third




party with certain tasks in this context, I was at this stage neither
for nor against it. This was the first authoritetive indication I had had
of the proposal and I had so far had no opportunity to consider its advantages
or weaknesses, The Ambassador ’ahuuld not rcad into my expression of general
interest in the success of the talks that I tied my hards on amr specific
issues or expressed approval of any apwitic’ ’famula.- Obviously several
fomﬁhs were possible, and what n§ necessary was to find one which was
mitually acceptable. If my thinking could be of sny help in the effort to’

| find such a formula, I would be happy to help in such a way, A‘b all vw,entl,k
however, I wanted to get in touch with Anbagsador ‘Johnson to got. hiu views

on the matter before I mnt any further in a diacussien.

The Chinese Ambassador said that he understood my attitude and would
report it., However, Mr, Chou &z«iaﬁ. had noted that I was returning ta‘ '
New l'ork next week and he considered it likely that :Qy word would carry
weight in Washington, That waa-éne reason why he had txpﬂuéd hopes that
I wight find it possible to support the Chinese effort. I replied that on
' my return to America I naturally would get im touch with the United States!
remsent#tives and that, true to the principles which hed mmm my eonw
tacts with Kr. Chou m«léi during the whole period of negotiations, I would,
of course in & spirit of strict objectivity, do what I had said in my letter
to him, i.e. try and help towards an apprecigtion of the problm of China,
If T found possibllities to help towards & mutually mtisfaetéry‘ solution of
‘the problems covered by item (1) in the Sino-American talks, I would be happy
to help, but I had to repeat that all my activities were undor St-rief., iﬂte




mpouﬁ rules, req\xirdng first of all t& firmest impartiality, without
W46k T weuld be of no valus sither to Poking or to Washinghon,

To this reply, where I streand my special mspansibilitin so sharply
in order to eliminate any tmptation to try to use me as a spokesman, the
Ambassador replied that he would not fail to report to Mr, Chou En~lai the
"triandly and sincere" w&y in which I had reacted,

In order to aveld publicity, I agreed with Aubsssador Johnson to oio
him at 9 ofclock Sunday morning st the hotel. In addition to informing him
‘ about my talk with the Chinese Ambassador, I explained to him that I was
somewhat confused by uhat seemed to be an effort to turn me iaba som_kind
of a go-between. Mr, Chou Fn-lai had had plenty of opportunities, from the
Peking talks and onwards, to make such attempts, but knew very well from
: ny reactions all the way t.hmugh ‘that he had no chance to succeed. For that
reason I did not believe that a superficial interpretation that he wanted
me to speak for China as a kind of return for his ngirt® nf tha prisoners
to me, was the correct one, Knowing Mr, Chou En-lai's usually somewhat
devious appreq_ch I had to take into consideration the pesaibility of another
interpretation, Mr, Wang Ping-nan had clearly indicated by his presentation

that althoush they had proposed India as a third power, they had an open mind

on the choice of a third party, Under such circumstances the appeal to

ne m be an indication that they hopod that, if no ather basis could be
found for a third party act.ivﬂ.t.y on the tvm sides in favw of persons to
be ret.umod, I would accept such a responsibility for the Mrotary-ﬂenwal.




If that was Mr. Chou Fn-lai's intention = which, of course, was extremely
undertain - the formila would have to be that the two parties agreed on a
procedure for protection of the intwrwt of the Americans in China and tho

 sbudents in America and called upon the Becmarybﬁmeml to implement it,
€.8. by nminating agenﬁa. L
It should be added that at Sane stage of the diacuuiea with Mr, m, '

‘ Ping-mn I sam to him that as the legal issue of the students 0 my | :
knmrledg: w.a mlved, the dimcsm of that quanta.on from w point o!'}viav ‘

was emcluded. However, this did not exclude that from a puﬂl.y humanitarian

poiat or view I would cmtinue to take an intex-eat in theil,r fatt in view of
zueh fina.neial or other difficulties as might exist m anma of the mw.va :

logal attitude that was taken by the autharities.




