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14 August 1955
DH/aaa

AIDE MEMOIRE

Before my return to Geneva on 2 August I had asked for meetings to

be arranged with Ambassador Johnson, Ambassador Wang Ping-nan and WMr,

Krishna Menon. My reasons for these contacts were different. In the

case of Ambassador Johnson I felt a need to compare notes and to bring him

up to date with developments on my side. In the case of Ambassador Wang

Ping-nan I desired to ask him to transmit to Mr. Chou En-lai a reply to

his message concerning the release of the prisoners. I fufther felt that,

with the risk for publicity, I could not see Ambassador Johnson without

also seeing the Chinese Ambaséador. Finally, in the case of Mr. Krishna

Menon, I felt a need for’taking his temperature as he had unexpeciedly
turned up in Geneva in an obvious effort to put himself on the map.

The plans turned out asAfollows: Mr. Krishna Menon had left before

I returned. Ambassador Johnéon had invited me to dinner before he got

my message. A meeting had been arranged with Ambassador Wang Ping-nan,

In this Aide Memoire there are reasons to cover only the developments

in relation to Peking.

When I saw the Chinese Ambassador in the afternoon of 2 August, I

handed him my r eply to Chou En-lai for immediate transmittal. I further

mentioned to him that I intended to stay in Geneva for a week. I had

nothing to do - and I did not want to have anything to do - with the

Sino-American talks., On the other hand, in line with my general attitude



as maintained all through the spring, I wanted to point out to the Ambassador

that, as a matter of course, I would bé happy to receive him if there was

any point he wanted to raise with me or any aspect concerning which it was

felt that I might properly be of some assistance,

The Chinese Ambassador said that he would transmit mymessage to Mr,

Chou En-lai. He gave the impression that, if anything, the message embarrassed

him a little. Probably the explanation was that he did not know what Mr.,

Chou ialrfiE had said to Ambassador Wistrand. Concerning the talks his only

observation was that he noted that I would be in Geneva: he would see me

if Mr. Chou En-lai had anything he wanted to say., The Ambassador finally

asked me if I had anything I could tell him concerning the American side

of the matter, to which I replied that I had no such information and, so far,

had not even seen Ambassador Johnson.

On Friday 5 August he called me and asked for an interview Saturday

morning., When he came, he handed me the annexed letter from Mr. Chou En-lai

concerning which I did not say anything immediately as I wanted to have

his oral comments which I foresaw might clarify the significance of the letters.

I felt this need to wait especially as Mr, Chou En-lai in his final paragraph

had put an emphasis on my previous contact with Mr. Wang Ping-nan which

was not warranted by what I had actually said.

Mr, Wang Ping-nan said that I had all the time stressed that the re-

lease of the prisoners was a move which had to be taken before any progress

was likely on other issues. Mr, Chou En-lai felt that now was the time for

such progress, as China had made the gesture. It was apparent from the

@mbassador!s ellaboration of the letter that what was regarded as a "deed"

was not a gesture in return for the prisoners, but some kind of agreement



with a mutual give and take, which had the release of the prisoners not as

an integral part, but as its background. Thus, the Ambassador in his ex-

planations remained on the basis of the formula which had been mine all

through., Specifically, he seemed to mean by "deed" not any new move, for

example concerning the students, but an understanding covering both sides

'of the first item on the agenda of the Sino-American talks,

The Ambassador went on to say that I might know that China had

suggested that a third power, for example India, should take care of the

interests of the students as well as the interests of the American civilians

in China, Mr, Chou En-lai hoped that I would find it possible to support

that proposal,

I replied that I first of all wanted to comment on the penultimate

paragraph of the letter. Ihad noted the point in Mr, Chou En-lai's

discussion with Ambassador>Wistrand to which a reference was made. Mr.

Chou En-lai should, however, understand that as I did not want to enter

the public discussion on these issues, we, on both sides, would have to

accept a certain latitude of misunderstanding and misinterpretation. To

my knowledge nothing had been said which Mr. Chou En-lai had any reason to

consider as embarrassing. Concerning the final paragraph and the request

for "deeds", I could only confirm what I had said before, that in my view

a stfaighténing out of the prisoner question had to be achieved before

any progress could be foreseen in the sfioitaler between China and the

United States, I now considered such progress possible. Obviously I took

a grest personal interest in the success of the talks now in progress, and I

would do what I could in general terms in order to further them within the
|

limits of strict impartiality., As concerned the proposal to entrust a third



party with certain tasks in this context, I was at this stage neither

for nor against it. This was the first authoritative indication I had had

of the proposal and I had so far had no opportunity to consider its advantages

or weaknesses, The Ambassador should not read into my expression of general

interest in the success of the talks that I tied my hands on any specific

issues or expressed approval of any specific formula. Obviously several

formulas were possible, and what was necessary was to find one which was

mutually acceptable. If my thinking could be of any help in the effort to

find such a formula, I would be happy to help in such a way. At all events,

however, I wanted to get in touch with Ambassador Johnson to get his views

on the matter before I went any further in a discussion.

The Chinese Ambassador said that he understood my attitude and would

report it. However, Mr, Chou En-lai had noted that I was returning to

New York next week and he considered it likely that my word would carry

weight in Washington. That was one reason why he had expressed hopes that

I might find it possible to support the Chinese effort. I replied that on

my return to America I naturally would get in touch with the United States'

representatives and that, true to the principles which had animated my con-

tacts with Mr., Chou En-lai during the whole period of negotiations, I would,

of course in a spirit of strict objectivity, do what I had said in my letter

to him, i.e. try and help towards an appreciation of the problems of China.

If I found possibilities to help towards a mutually satisfactory solution of

£he problems covered by item (1) in the Sino-American talks, I would be happy

to help, but I had to repeat that all my activities were under strict, self-



imposed rules, requiring first of all the firmest impartiality, without

which I would be of no value either to Peking or to Washington.

To this reply, where I stressed my special responsibilities so sharply

in order to eliminate any noitatpmefi to try to use me as a spokesman, the

Ambassador replied that he would not fail to report to Mr. Chou En-lai the

"friendly and sincere" way in which I had reacted.

In order to avoid publicity, I agreed with Ambassador Johnson to see

him fia 9 o'clock Sunday morning at the hotel. In addition to informing him

about my télk with the Chinese Ambassador, I explained to him that I was

somewhat confused hy what seemed to be an effort to turn me into some kind

of a go-between. Mr, Chou En-lai had had plenty of opportunities, from the

Peking talks and onwards, to make such attempts, but knew very well from

my reactions all the way through that he had no chance to succeed. For that

reason I did not believe that a superficial interpretation that he wanted

me to speak for China as a kind of return for his "gift" of the prisoners

to me, was the correct one. Knowing Mr, Chou En-lai's yllausfi somewhat

devious approach I had to take into consideration thé possibility of another

interpretation. Mr. Wang Ping-nan had clearly indicated by his presentation

that although they had proposed India as a third power, they had an open mind

6n the choice of a third party. ‘Under such circumstances the appeal to

me might be an indication that they hoped that, if no other basis could be

found for athird party activity on the two sides fii favour of persons to

be returned, I would accept such a responsibility for the Secretary-General,



If that was Mr. Chou En-lai's intention - which , of course, was extremely

undertain - the formula would have to be that the two parties agreed on a

procedure for protection of the interest of the Americans in China and the

students in America and called upon the Secretary-General to implement it,

e.g2. by nominating agents.

It should be added that at some stage of the discussion with Mr. Wang

Ping-nan I said to him that as the legal issue of the students to my

knowledge was solved, the discussion of that question from my point of view

was concluded, However, this did not exclude that from a purely humanitarian

point of view I would continue to take an interest in their fate in view of

such financial or other difficulties as might exist in spite of the positive

legal attitude that was taken by the authorities.
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”mmw:mhttmzmmmnumtflem
be arranged with AubassadorJohnson, AubassadorWang Ping-nan and Mr,
mm My reasons .tmrfimmstutmcmhtrof In the
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.hfiwmhmdwdhtflhndetw In the case of Ambassador Wang

 Ping-nan
I desired to ask hin to transmit to Mr, Chou En-lal a reply to

his message concarning the release of the prisoners, I further folt that,
withthe risk for publicity, I could not see Aubassador Johnson without

also seeing the Chinese Ambsussador. Finslly, in the case of Mr, Krishna
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The plans turned out as follows: w,mummmmm

1 returned, MJMMM@dedwbofonmm
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ny message. A meeting had been arranged with Aubassador Wang Ping-nan,
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When I saw the Chinese Ambassador in the afternoon of 2 August, I

hended him wy r eply to Chou Inelai for immediste transmittal. I further

mentioned to him that I intended to stay in Geneva for a week. I had
msnguae-vmxmmmwhnwmmtoaonuw"m
Sino-Anerican talks, On the other hand, in line with my general attitude



as maintained all through the spring, I vanted to point out to the Aubassadar
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felt that I lidw properly be of some assistance,

7

_

he Chinese Anbassador said that he would transmit my message to Mr,
Chou Bn-lai, He gave the impression that, if anything, the message Ty
him & 1ittle, Probably the explanstionwas that he did not know what Mr.

Chou Hn-1aihad sald to Asbassador Wistrend, Concerningthe talks his only
observation was thet he noted that I vould be in Ganeve: he wouldsee me
um.mmmmmmmmmmuy. The Ambassador finally
asked ne if I hid anything I could tell hin concerning the American side

 of the matter, to which I replied that I had no such information and, so far,
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|

|
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 On Fridey 5 August he cslled me and asked for an intarview Saturdsy
morning, mm'xi&m,mmmmmwmwmnr.mm-m
conserning hich I did not say snything immedistelyas I wanted to have
his oral comments which 1 foresaw might clarify the significance afthaldtw.

’

I felt this need to wait especially as Mr, Chou En-lei in his final paragraph
had pub an eaphasis on my previous contact with ¥r, Wang Ping-nen which

|

was not warranted by what I had actually said,
'
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lease of the ymmon was 8 move which had %o be taken before any progress

was likely on other issues, Mr, Chou Bn-lai felt that now was the time for
such progress, as China had made the gesture. It was apparentfrom the
Mubassador's ellaboration of the letter that what was regarded as a "deed”
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an integral part, but as its background, m,mmmmmm
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 The Chinese Ambassador sald that he wnderstood ny attitude and would
 Peportit. However, Mr. Chou E-lai had noted that I vas returming to

I«MMMMM@MM ulikelythatwuwdmadom
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weight in Washingten, mummrmwyhnhdwodmmt

I might find it possible to support the Chinese e!f% I repliedthat on
my return to Mmeriea I naturelly would get in toush with the United States'

representatives and that, true to the principles uh:\sh had animated my uu-‘
tasts with kr, Chou M-lai during the whole period of negotdations, T would,

of course in a spirit of strict objectivity, du ‘what I had said in w letter

to him, i.e. try and help towards an appreciation of tho problems of China,

If I found possibilities to help towards a mutuslly satisfactory solution of

ufi pioblm covered by item (1) in the Sino-imerican tt;um, I would bcham e

to help, but I had to repeat that all my activities were under strict, uu-:
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‘}'hmud rules, requiring fivst of all the firmestimpartiality, without
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To this reply, where I stressedmy special responsibilities so sharply
"rinédqrtedinmu‘mytmumtotrytamomuaapohm the
'_mmmathat morotflntennluw'h ih-mmc.rfiot the

."mmym;mowmmmnIMrmtu. | ey
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reason Iaid not belleve that & superficial interpretstion that he wanted
'.mwmt»emuamuz-«.mmm*gmwrmmmm

%o me, was the correct one, Knowing Mr, Chou En-lai's wuyMt.
}

 devious approach I had to take into msi.mtien the possibility of another
:

Mwm’mum. !!r. Wang Ping-nan had clmly indicated by his wamtaum
'

 that althoughthey had proposed India as & third power, they had an open mind

~en e dhedse B2 & NG party, Under such circumstances the appeal to
- me might be an indioation that they hoped that, if no other m'«um be

'

©
found fora third party activity on the two sides in favour of persons to

-

be W. I would accept hefi: a responsibility for the .dmfl-yrameoa :



If that was Mr, Chou En-lai's intention - \M.ch,. of course, was extremely
undertain - the formula would have to be that e b pariins agreed ona

 gvssedwre fev probertion of Ahe Antarest of Ve Anobiosns in Oin sid the
|

students in America and egujd upon the Secretary-General to implement it,
-

e.g. by nominating agents, | ,
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It shouldbe sdded that at some stage of .rflhtummnidoht Wang
mmxmummtumz‘guzmonm students to my

'

knowledge was solved, the discussion of that question from my point of view
was cancluded, However, this did not exclude thét from a purely humsnitarisn

‘
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hml attitude that was nuflt by the mbhor&tiu
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Before my return to Geneva on 2 August I had asked for meetingsbo
be arranged with Ambassador Johnson, Ambassador Wang Ping-nan and Mr,

!x'i.ahm Menon, My mnoiu for these contacts were different, In the

case of Ambassador Johmson I felt a need to compare notes and to bring him

. up to date with developments on my side, In the case of Ambassador Wang

Ping-nan I desired to ask him to transmit to .rfi Chou En-lai a reply to

his message concerning the reluu of the prisoners, 1 furthoi felt that,

with the risk for publicity, I could not see Anbassador Johnson without
‘

 also seoing the Chinese Aubsssador. Pinally, in the case of Mr. Krishna

 Menon, I felt a need for taking his temperature as he had unexpectedly

turned up in Geneva in an obvious effort to put himself on the map.

The plans turned out as follows: Mr. Krishna Menon had left before

I returned, Ambassador Johnson had invited me to dinner before he got
. my message. A mecting had been arranged with Awbassador Wang Ping-nan,

Ixi this Aide Memoire there are reasons to cover only the dweiepnent-
in mlation to Feking.

,
;

 When I saw the Chinese Anbassador in the alternoon of 2"ll'ngust, o

handed him my r eply to Chou In-lai for inmediste transmittal. : I further

}mentyim‘ied to him that I intended to stay in Geneva for a wuk. I had

nothiing £6 06 & and T 4ld sob waiit o have angthing te d0 < vith the

 Sino-American talks. On the other hand, in line with my general attitude



as maintained all through the apring, I wanted to point out to the Ambluada'

that, as a matter of course, I would be happyto receive h:tu At therc was

anypcint he wanted to raise with me or any aspuct concerning which :Lt was

_folt. that I might pmparly be o:t some miatancn.

: The Chinese Amhaudar said that he would transmit my muago to lh'.
'

Gh«u m-m. He gave the iuprnsion that, if anybhing, the message ubnmncd

him a 1ittle. Pmbably the explanation was that he did not know what !lr.

:

.uchfl En-lai had said to Ambassador Wistrand, Goncorning tho talks his mly

observation was thot he noted that I would be in Ganwaz he would see me

if Mr, Chou En~lai had anxthmg he wanted to say. ‘th Arnhumdur ylltfit
asked me if I had anything I could tell him concerning the Americanside

of the matter, to which I ropnad that I had no such information lnd, so fur,

had not even seen Ambassador Johnson.
On l'ri.day 5 Auguat he called me and asked for an interview Suf.m-&y

,

ming. When ho came, he handed me f.hc annexed letter from Mr, Ghon &-lli
_

ooncming which I did uot. say anything imodiatoly as I wanted to hwu

his oral comments which I foresaw might _clarii‘y the «nae.flingis of the letter.,

I felt this need to wait especially as Mr, Chou En-lai in hiu final paragraph

‘had put an omphasis on my previous contact with ir, ii‘ang Ping-nan which

was nat warranted by what I had actually said,
:

Wang Ping-nan said that I had an the time atresnd t.hat the re-

lease of the prisoners was a move which had to be taken bofm any m-egrou

was ukely on other issues, Mr, Chou En-lai felt that now was the time f@r

such progress, as China had made the gesture. It was apparent from the \
fmbassador's ellaboration of the letter that what was regarded as a “M\X
was not a gesture in return for the prisonen, but some kind of agreement



with a mutual give and take, which had the releass of the prisomers not a8

an integral part, but as its background, Thus, the Aubagsador in his ex~

planations remained on the basis of the formula shich had»i:m mine all

thmngh. ,yutcfliM’ he seemed to mean by "deed" not any new move, for

‘example omunmgthe st.udmta, but an undcrsbanding cmrlng both li.du

of tha fisrfi item on the agunda of the Sino-».hm-ican talks,
‘Xhahbusadorwmt-ente say that Inightm\fthatehinahad

’

:lmastd that a third power, for example India, should take care of tht
|

int.eruts of the students as w.ll as the interests of the American nnh:flv&e .

in China, Mr, Chou En-lai hopoa that I would find it possible to aupport

‘t.hat. pmpotm :

I replied that I firstof all wanted to comment on the pmltium
:

:

paragraph of the letter. I had noted the point in ¥r. Chou En-lai's

 discussion with Aubsssador Wistrand to which reference was made, Mr,

ChouBn-lai should, however, understand thatas I did not want, to enter
~

the public diwulsim on these lssues, we, on bath sides, would have to

ascopt a certain latitude of misunderstanding and uiaintmatim. To

ny knmrledga nothing had been said tmich Kr. Chou En-la:x. had any reason to

~

consider as ecmbarrassing. Gancerning the final paragraph and the roqueat

fér "doodé”}', I could only mfinoe what I had said before, that in my view

a straightening out of the prisoner question ‘had to be achieved fléteb
|

any progress could be foresesn in the relations between China and ufi
United States, I now considered such yrogress possible, yflfipivhO I toeh

‘

‘

a great personal interestin the success of the talks nmow in progress, aud .

would do what I could in general temms in order to further them within the
limits of strict impartiality, As concerned -t.hj propesal to m£-‘l t.hs.;-xl



party with certain tasks in this oontcxt, I was a.t. this stage neither

for nor sgainst 1. This was the first authoritative indication I had had
of the propanlaud I had so far had no oppertunity to consider its advmmu 7

or m&ma‘, The Ambassador should not nad into my expression of gtw
|

interest in the suceess of the talks that I tied my haxiéa on any specific

issues or expressed approval or'a.ny'}apecific lfémula.' Obviously several

fofmiu were possible, and im;t u§ yrac»wfi was to find én_,_c which was

mituslly scceptable. If my thinking could be of any help inthe sffort to
A

find s;wn a formula, I would be happy %o help in such a way,At a1l mm-, o

hewvn', Iwanted to got i:x touch with Anbassador Johnson to got his vim

on the matter ‘Sadors T vk any further in a discussion,
.

The Chinese Amba.ssador said that he !m&eratood my .fiutittn and mld

'vopm‘h it, However, !Ir. Chou Mhi had noted that I was returning to
|

New York next week and he considemd it likely that my word d.flm\ eu.*ry
-

misht in Washington, That was one resson why he had expressed ‘hopes that

I n‘l@t find it poaaible to uupport the Ghinese effort, I rspli‘d tha.t on
‘

ny return to America I naturally would gd& in touch with ‘the dotinfi States!

rcptssmtativee and th,tt, true to the principles which hed mmm my cons-

tacts with Mr. Chou Hn-lai during the whole pariod af negot.iat.ima, 1 would,

af course in a spirit of strict ytiv.fitce*bu _do what I had aam m my httwr
to him, i.e. try and help 'ocwarda an appraclquen of the problm of Ghim.

‘

If I found possibilities to help tmén & mutually mtisfaatary tulut.ioa of

‘the problems covered by item (1) in mcim-omfll&ht ’taiki, I mahfibdlm

to help, but I had to repeat that all my activities were under strict, self-



‘lmpom ml.u, roquiring first of all the firmest mpmmw, withuut

uhich I would be of no value either to Peking or to Vashingt.ou
v

:

To thia reply, where I streaud myspecial responsibnitin 80 aharply '

 in ordor to eliminate any tcnptation to try to use me as a spokesman, the

Ambassador rnplied that he would not fail to report to Mr, Chou En-lai tha

. 'trimdly and sincere" ny in which I had roacted.

In ordor to avoid publicity, I agpead with Ambasswder Jd:naon to see
“him at 9 o'elock Sunday norning at‘ the hotel. In additian to :lnfoming him

 about ny tulk with the Chinese Ambassador, I explained to him that I was
‘

somewhat confused by what somd to be an effort to ‘tmlm into »m_.kind
of & go-between, Mr, Chou Fn-lai had had plenty of oppomw;m, from the

P-kiug talks and cnwa:'da, to make such attmpta, hut knev very well tm

;

ny reactions all the way t.hraugh that he had no chance to mcud. !’or that

reason I did not believe that a superficial interpretation that he wanted
me to apask for China as a kind of return for his naireh of t.he prisoners

to me, was the correct one. Knmg Mr, Chou En-lai's usually somewhat
devious approach I had to take into consideratien the possibility of'anothnr

inwrpreta.tion. Mr, Wang Ping-nan had elearly indicated 'by his m.itatnuflp

that although they had proposed India as & third power, thoy had an open mind

m the choice of a third party. Under such eirmmst—.anees‘tha_ appg]. to

me myg‘ be an indication that they hopod that, if no other basis could be

found for a third party activity on the tm sides in favour of persons to

be retumod, I would accept such a responsibility for the .lumcfl-wtcrnS



' xr that m Nr. th &m-lai'n :intmtiauwhieh, of couru, was Mr i
unilm;:ln - the femh would kava M be that the tuo paru.u mwd ona

wnduw for prvtaction of the interest of the Ammanu in China and t!u

awma in Anerica and called upon the mmary-&mcml to npmm n.,

e.g. bynoninating asmta. L
,

Ttshould be added that otSane stage of the diumtim with llr. nm o
: Mag-m I ma to him that as the logal issue at‘ the ah:&m: temy

|

o

!mavledn wes mlved, the dimwm of that qmntmn from my pointoi"v.tw >
"

ws emcludaa.However, this did not exclude that froma pm't].ytht |

point of viewI would continue to take an interest in their m-.. in view of

such finaneial or other difficulties as might exist .m spm. of the mit:ln=
10351 atti'e.udo that was takdn by the aubhw:{t.iea.


