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My dear Mr, Secretary,
I wish to thank you for our talk last week, I feel that it was

useful to have had this off-the-cuff report on the Peking talks on
the table, although the limited time at our disposal made it impossible
to analyse what had beon said in such detail as it seems to merit, I
regret especlally that time did not suffice for an exchange of views
of my ideas concerninz the next steps or for a discussion of our relation-
ship in this matter as a basis for the necessary co-operation in the
follow-up, from my sicde, of the negotiations.

The weakness represented by the fagt that we have not had such a

discussion has become increasingly apparent to me in the week that has
passed since our talk, xm,mmm,mumu
you this reaction,

muuo:tmpwm-mmmm«hmmmm
release of the prisoners and the visit of the families, I feel that we
wont very far in risk-tolkdng by handling the visit question in the way
we did up to last Friday. From amother point of view it may be said that
1, as Seeretary-General, was balancing on the outer margin of the per-
missible in trying to make the issue more manageable for you., At the
time of publication it was essential to put the responsibility for the
offer squarely on the shoulders of Chou En-lai, while at the same time
not giving any impression of double-crossing him, That I think we
muul«rmmtnhtylrndmfimidn!ybtmmtnidmihm
mimmmmtmyhdmtmtma'umcfonaumfinooaylno
.rilmmydmflammikePutm As I have written to Ambassador
Lodge, I was most surprised to see that this handling of the matter ~
which I considered to be direetly in the interest of the United States and

mmomwummobguumwmmmum-m
oriticizedin terms of urmsusl strength. On the other hand, I was

Eis Excellency, :

[ous¥r, John Poster Dulles,
Secretary of Stato,

Washington,D.C.
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concerned when I saw that comments from the State Department were such

as to present the Chinese initiative «- which, in my view, shouldbe
handled with the utmost care as& possible bridgeto solutions= as
if it had been nothing but 2 propaganda move, Finally -- again to my
eoncern—— I was informed yesterdaythat the United States GCovermment
does not intend to issue exit permits for the families' visits,

Without now entering upod the substance, T must confess that I am

worried when, in this way, I see issues which may be vital to the
further negotistions, handled and settled without any consultation with

the negotiator himself., This operation is, underall the eircumstances,
mostdifficultand delieate.

Due to questions raisod by delegations other than yours, I have

been able to follow from a distance the discussion econcerning the
Formosa problem, especially as it relates to the United Nations, In
view of my eposed poeition in the negotiations concerning the fliers,
I have preferred to stand aside for the time being and have not myself
anquc-timawthoumwsumm”wwmym
ment represeutatives. I have, however, expressed the hope that if any
action were taken, it would not be given such & form as to turn the
wwwwtmmmmmmmmm
botmonkatmdh'utnitmmao,forwh.usmmnh-
tion were so phrased as to make unaveidable a Soviet veto. I have alse
expressed the hope that if any setion were taken it would be such as to
mflpohttotwn&wymbcfl.tmmhw&w)totmtmmmwig
talks in Peking, In view of the vital importance of this whole issue to
peace, and more specificallyto the United Nationseffortsto achieve

peace, I would, under all the circumstances, have regarded it as natural
if some contact had beer established with the Secretary-General, As
matters now stand, when the “coretary-General has a more direct impression
of the Chinese aspect of theproblemthan anybody else in the West, and,
Mthmo,'hhimlftlmadyizxnmunmumuhen
negotiating with China at the request of the General Assembly, this view

/.0.
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General nscessarily must have

on those issues where the Seeretary.& special responsibility,
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UNITED STATES MISSIONTO THE UNITED NATIONS

2 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

MURRAY HiLL 3-8810

Januery 28, 1955

Dear Mr. Secretary-General:

With reference to our telephone conversation last night
concerning the United States Government's decision with

respect to travel of the families of the fliers to China, I
enclose herewith a copy of the letter which was sent out

yesterday by the Secretary of State.

Sincerely yours,

(NTS(¢35 Stantgg Babcock

:

Brig Gen USA
- Counselor of Mission

Enclosure
As stated

His Excellency
Dag Hammarsk jold,

Secretery-General
of the United Nations,

United Nations, New Yorke.



THE-SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

January 28, 1955

TOP SECRET - EYES ONLY

My dear Mr. Secretary General:

I have your letter of January 27th. It illustrates, I am afraid,
the difficulty of you and me trying to deal with these matters on a
direct personal basis. We were together for over one and one half
hours. Yet you feel the time was inadequate. Perhaps it was, in'the
sense that it would have taken many hours to have covered the subject
in detail. That is why I have to do a measure of delegating to Ambassadors
and assistants.

I quite realize that China matters have many aspects, any one of
which might perhaps influence, for better or for worse, the fate of the
prisoners. However, I thought that the United Nations Assembly mandate
was to deal with it as a simple issue, namely -- will the Chinese Communist
régime comply with the provisions of the Korean Armistice? Other issues
were, Ithought, not to be tied into this prisoner matter.

You refer to a "possible essential link which exists between the
release of the prisoners and the visit of the families". I do not recall that
this thought was communicated by you during our extended conversation.
On the contrary, I recall that you and I were somewhat puzzled as to how
to reconcile the invitation to the families with a readiness to release the
prisoners; for then, the arduous, hazardous and expensive trip would be
unnecessary.

In any event, you will have noted that we merely declined to issue
passports "for the time being". That decision was reached in the interest
of peace and to avoid affording occasions for what might be further provoca-
tions in a sensitive situation. :

His Excellency
Dag Hammarskjold

Secretary General of the United Nations
New York
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TOP SECRET - EYES ONLY

If you have reason to believe that the visit of the families will,
in fact, procure the release of the prisoners, and you feel satisfied
that the visits would not lead to provocative 1n01dents, then we would
be glad to reconsider the matter.

Won't you talk these matters over fully and frankly with
Ambassador Lodge, who has the complete confidence of the
President and myself?

Johr/ Foster/Dulles
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Following is the text of a letter from the Secretary
of State; the Henorable John Foster Dulles, that is being
communicated to the families of the United States flyers
imprisoned in Communist China:

January 27, 1955
Dear Ut

I want to express to you the deep personal sympathy
and concern of your Government in the cruel dilemma which
the Chinese Communists have f¢reed upon you through the
continued illegal imprisonment of your

E
s Publie

opinion throughout the free world will Judge the words and
deeds of those who have it within their power to end promptlythe tragic grief which they have visited upon you, Only
by releasing those they hold can the Chinese Communists
convineingly demonstrate concern for the human suffering
they have caused,

The increasingly belligerent attitude and actions of
the Chinese Communists in recent days have forced this
Government to the reluctant conelusion that it would be
imprudent for the time beingto i1ssue passports valid for
travel to Communlst Cnina to any American citizens. This
decision is made only after careful deliberation and in
the belief that 1t i1s in the best interests of our nation.
In the interest of peace we do not think it prudent to
afford the Chirese Communists further opportunities to
provoke our nation and strain its patience further,

Knowing the anxiety to which you have been subjected,
we cherigh .the hope that the unremitting efforts to which
the Unlted Nations has dedicated itself will secure the re-
lease of the imprisoned United States mllitary personnel,
If the United Nations efforts should be unavalling, we shall
renew our own efforts,

With admiration for the fortitude which you have mani-
fested, and with my warm personal sympathy,

Sincerely yours,

/8/
JOHN FOSTER DULLES

Note to correspondents: The letters are identical o
except for the reference to the relationship of the indilvidual
captive to the addressee,
State”"FD’ WaShey DaCo


