Peking story (American
prisoners in China) -
correspondence, letters
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Both THE N.Y. TIMES and THE N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE ll/l frontpage stories under
UN dateline on yesterday's communique., THE TIMES leads with a Hamilton despatch
headlined: "Peiping Talks End; Two Sides Silent on Prisoner Issue." THE TRIBUNE'S

headline reads: "Peking Talks End, No Word on Flyers." Both stories underline

that the communique termed the talks "useful") and THE TIMES subheadlines "Tone
encourages UN." The latter also includee Mr. Cordier's comment.

A despatch in THE TIMES under Washington dateline states that the State De-
partment being without word refuses corment. Asked whether the Secretary-General
was likely to visit Washington on his return for a personal meeting with Dulles,
Henry Suydam, S.D. press officer, is reported as saying that "the Secretary-General
would be welcome if he wanted to come here."

THE TRIBUNE announces that there was no comment from US delegation. It learns
that Dulles will be in N.Y. tomorrow for a speaking engagement and will talk to
Lodge about Peking developments.

An Indian Foreign Ministry official is quoted (AP, New Delhi, N.Y. HERALD

TRIBUNE) as saying:
"From what the communique says, the release of the eleven imprisoned United
States airmen does not appear to be imminent, but at the same time it seems such

a release is only & question of time -- perhaps after some further clarification

end talks."

THE TIMES reports from London that "official British sources were reasonably
encouraged by the terms of the communique." No official comment, however, was

made "since that would be to prejudice the reactions of the UN as a whole on the

Hammarskjold mission,”




An AP dispatch in THE TRIBUNE similarly reports that British officials find
"a hopeful note im the communique." They take the view, the report adds, that the

way is still open for further negotiations.

As to morming tabloids, THE DAILY NEWS 11/1 carries a Reuters despatch under

Hong Kong dateline: "Dag, Chou Wind Up in Cryptic Chinese Way." The paper adds
a note that "UN diplomats in N,Y. said frankly they did not know whether the
commnique meant success or failure of the Secretary-Ceneralls mission. "

THE DAILY MIRROR 11/1 imcludes a brief story based on yesterday's communigue,
It also adds that Dulles 1s coming Tuesday to N.Y. and will comnfer with Lodge on
the case of the fliers,

THE DAILY WORKER has a story from Peking and also quotes from Mr, Cordier?s
comment,

Another despatch in the paper under Tokyo dateline gays that Japanese papers
published photographs,distributed by the Asia News Service, of "egpionage" by US
fliers convicted im China,

In the afternmoon, Joseph Lash, N.Y, POST, 11/1, reports "cautious optimism"
at the UN that the Secretary-General has paved the way for the release of the
airmen, This optimiesm is based, says Lash, on the belief that the Secretary-
Gemeral, "a discreet and experienced diplomat," would not have signed his name
to yesterday's "friendly" communique if the Chinese "had taken a completely un-
reagonable position in the four-day talks." According to the writer, "some

diplomats believe the key phrase in yesterday's communique was *we hope to be

able to continue the contact!." ILash adds that it is not excluded that, 1f ‘the




- 4
US were willing, Peiping might send a techmical mission to the UN to negotiate
on exchange of persons between US and China, |

An AP despatch from S, Francisco in the same paper reports that Peking
radio for the first time todaey informed about the reasons of Secretary-Generalts
visit. The mention of airmen was imdirect and came in a story quoting Indian
newspapers. The story datelined New Delhi reportedly says: "It was for peace
that Premier Chou En-lai agreed to receive ..,., Hammarskjold, declares the
weekly INDIJA in its Jan., 1 issue, China would not be to blame if it refused to
receive Hammarskjold, who went to that country with a unilateral UN resolution
on the US spy casd) the weekly says.'

The N.Y. WORLD TELEGRAM 11/1 benmer headlimes ™UN Chief Faile to Free
Imprisoned Yank Fliers." A UP story under London dateline, merked as "Extra,"
informs about reaction im "highly placed diplometic sources." British Foreiga
Office is said to have received "detailed diplomatic reports™ from Secretary-
Gemeral, forwarded here by British charge d*affaires in Pekimg. Although the
contents of the report were not disclosed, "imformed sources" allegedly said
that the communique indicated that "coanclusive results had not been achieved.
But the communique also showed that the discussions had not bogged down

entirely.” These sources are sald to be optimistic that future talks might win

freedom for the fliers amd that "comsiderable more diplomatic maneuvring was

anticipated.,"

An AP story from Washington in the TELEGRAM reports that Semator Alexander
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Smith (R.N.J.) proposed today that the US ask its Allies to Jjoin in & Dblockade

of Red China if UN efforts to free the airmem fall , However, the story recalls

that eince the communique describes the talks as "useful," ‘ﬁb.;.s—pn&?pd;ad specu-

lation that the Secretary-Genmeral may have met with some success.
The JOURNAL AMERICAN ; 11/1, carries a brief INS report from UN headquarters,
stating that the Secretary-Gemeral departed from Peiping "with mo positive indi-

cations given about the outcome of his missiom. ”

Comment

The N,Y. HERALD TRIBUNE 11/1 headlines its leading editorial "The Door is
not Closed," It says: "The most that cam be deduced from the terse commmnigue
on the conversations between Secretary-General Hammerskjold amnd Premier Chou En-
lai 1s that the door to megotiation over the fate of the eleven American airmen
held prisomer im Red China is not closed," The paper notes that "the vagueness
and brevity of the communique may be disabpointmg t0 the many who have hoped that
there would be & speedy decision on the flyers" but it cautioms that "it was hardly
to be expected, however, that such a decision would be forthcoming immediately;
Red China has so insistemtly maintained the Americams to be guilty of espionage
and the Communist regime justified im jailing them that a change im position will
be difficult.” The TRIBUNE hopes to learm from the Secretary-Genmeral "something
of the atmosphere in which the talks were conductéd » such as the reactions of
Chou and his advisors to the informatiom which the Secretary-Gemeral brought on

the purely military status of the prisoners and their rights under international

law,” The paper observes that if Chou has made counter-demands upon US, or
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offered conditions for the release of the airmem, these would probably be passed
on to the State Department in confidence. Neverthéless, the paper expects to
learn "some clue to the intentions of the Peking governmen%i:maintaining that,
as stated by Lester Pearson, the only crime of the flyers was that they carried
out faithfully their duty to the UN. The paper concludes by recalling that the
powerful pressure in the US for stronger actiomn than diplomacy "can be resisted

so long as diplomacy offers a hope that the mem will be freed "
THE N,Y. TIMES, 11/1, says that "the joint commumigue ..... is so cryptic

that it could signify anythimg or nothing." However, the TIMES hopes that the
mission has led at least to a partial success because the Secretary-Genersl would
not have consented to the use of word *useful' in the communique if the mission
had been a total failure. Another reason for the hope is seen by the paper in
the "comparatively cordial atmosphere surrounding the meetings," in the pressure
of Indisn opinion, and in the release of two Americane by the Soviets "in what
may be a nudge to Peiping to follow suit."” The TIMES believes that if the

Chinese release the fliers, umder whatever formula they choose, they will gain

favor and prestige im the eyes of a good part of the world; conversely, they

will congolidate opinion agaimst themselves if they dom®t. The paper claims
that the communique conteins passages which could be read as either outright.
refusal or an attempt to make the prisomers pawns imn a bargain for what the

Communists want, The paper adds that if the bargain should be limited to the

watter of exit visas for the thirty-five Chinese studemts, it could be gquickly

closed, If, however, Peking should raise such questions as Formosa and ad-

mittance to the UN, "mo prospect of agreement would be in sight," comcludes




the paper.

Syndicated columnist David Lewrence (N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE, 11/1) ,while

reading "between the lines™ of the latest dispatches from India amd especially

a UP dispatch from New Delhi claiming that India suggested to Peking that it
would be wise to release the fliers in order to ease temsion between US and
Peking amd pave the way for a future appeal by Red China for a seat in the UN,

comes to the comclusion that ™the first step inm Red China's effort to blackmail

her way into the UN has been taken." ILawrence interprets yesterday's communigue
as hinting that "negotiastioms for a deal are on.," US is committed to Formosa,
he says, but it can be outvoted by other members. Peking "may release the
eleven airmen and take it for granted that, without amy specific commitment to
that effect, the Secretary-Gemeral of the UN will *pave the way?, as the New

Delhi dispatch phrases it, for the admission of Red China inm the UN."

INDIA
On 11 January the press stressed from the joinmt commumigue "Questions
pertinent to relaxation of world temsiomn.”
Mankekar, the TIMES of Imdia, 11/1, describes the Secretary-General as
"s buyer in & seller's market" while UPI, Delhi, reports that political ob-

gervers regard the commmique as raising "high hopes" and expect "far reaching

consequences spelling good for East-West relations,”

USSR

On 11 January, Moscow papers published TASS dispatches about meetings
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between Chou En-lai and the Secretary-General and their joimt communique., TASS

also reported that on 10 January Chou had given a farewell party in homor of the

Secretary-General,
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THE FOUR DAY PEKING MEETINGS IN "THE HALL OF THE WESTIRN FLOWER" FROM |

THE PERIOD OF THE EMPERORS - THE LONGEST ONE LASTING FROM 3,00 TO 8,10
P, » WERE ViRY PLEASANT, THIS INFORMATION WAS GIVEN TO THE "DAGENS/
NYHETER" BY THE INTERFRETER AND MISSIONARY GUSTAV NYSTROM ON HIS ARRIVAL
IN STOCKHOLM MONDAY EVENING, HE HAD TAKEN THE PLANE DIRECTLY FROM /
HONGKONG WHERE HE VISITED FRIENDS FOR THREE DAYS, THE FIFTY-SIX-YEAR-OLD
CHOU ENLAI WAS AN EXTRAORDINARILY FINE PERSON AND HE LIKED A GOOD JOKE
VERY MUCH, WHEN WE SEPARATED, DAC AND CHOU AND ALL OF US WERE GOOD FRIENDS
AND LIKE ONE FAMILY, \ 7

"Yes, it was really a trip of sunshine,"Mr, Nystrom continues,
having been embraced by his wife Ester at Bromsa and put down his suite-
cases marked "United Nations¥, "The sun was shining, and it was colder
than within the memory of living man in Central-China, All the way from
South China, however, the snow was shining white everywhere, Dog Hammar-
skjold went bare-headed all the time, Vhen he had his picture taken,
however, he put on the hat held in readiness by his assistant, Mr, Per
Lind, who had got special instructions to that end,

s It was fun ever since we left London in the Queen's plane, in which
Churchill went to Bermuda and Leniel returned to Europe., Thers were
elght people on board, and when they made the beds at night, they put wp
a big eurtain for the lady aboard, Miss Aase Alm, lr, Hammarskjold's
Nomregien secretery, _

The interpretation went on smoothly, ChousEn-lai had an out-
standing interpreter, a Chinese who was Doctor of Philosophy at Harvard,
in Politicel Economy, Hammarskjold's subject, so the two found each other,
He also took shorthand in both langusges without any difficulty at all,

: After the arrival in Peking and the luncheon at the Swedish Embassy,
we received personal invitations to 2 reception at Chou's, Ve all had
cars at our disposal, so we were all distinguished guests, and Chou shook

hands with all the hundred and fifty of us, He often talked to me and
asked me to give his regards to the American Bishop Root's daughter, for ,
v&az&h&d a high regard, since she once helped the wounded in China with

me o : =

"CHOU AND I HAD MORE MUTUAL FRIENDS! MR, NYSTROM CONTINUES. “THUS HE

QOT HOLD OF MINISTER MARCUS CHENE, A CHINESE, NOW SEVENTY~ONE, WHO WAS

IN SWEDEN IN 1920, LEARNED SWEDISH AND LATER BECAME 'MISSIONSFORBUNDETS'
REPRESENTATIVE IN SHANGHAI, tHE IS A FINE MAN, A TRUSTWCRTHY CHRISTIANY




WAS THE COMMUNIST PREMIER MINISTER'S OPINION OF CHENE, I WAS ALLOVED
T0 SEE HIM SEVERAL TIMES AND INVITED HIM T0 DINNER AT THE HOTEL, OF
COURSE, WE CNLY HAD TO WRITE OUR NAMES ON THE BILL WHICH THE CHINESE
COVERIMENT PAID,

" How are the Christian people in Communist China getting on?
Better than in Russia where they also have the right to work against
religion, But in Paragraph 86 in a Chiness law it says that a member
of the People's R ¢ has freedom in religious matters, In other
words, they have taken away the addendum about "right to work against"
existing in Soviet Russia, By the way, Chou's last words to me were:
"Welcome back to preach if you like to.H

From our first meeting to the concluding banquet in the Purple
Hall, a hearty atmosphere existed between the negotiators, Talking
of the banquet, by the way, which included swallow's nests and shark
fine, Dag went to work with the chopstiecks and finally he ecould handle
them quite well, The SecretaryeGeneral now even knows a little Chinese,

. THE TIBETANS LOCK AT THE ART OF THE m_a_;nnm CITY

"t was wonderful to get a chance to see the art treasures of the
Forbidden City. All old paintings, porcelain and vases are done up
and the museuns are open to the public, People have come from Ti
and Turkestan to see and be amaged.” ;

No political secrets were unveiled at the short conversatien in
the hall at Bromma Airport - in case somebody believed thls was the
case, One thing is certain however -~ judging from Hammarskjold's nice
commnicative and "clotted milk" quiet interpreter, t he Peking result
 colld as time goes by be quite good, Anyway, the "mandarin" expert
Gustav Nystrem does not regret his acceptance when, on Christmas Lve,

‘ Ptﬁ; United Nations called him asking him if he would like to go to
NgZe ; '




