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20 August 1957

AIDE MEMOIRE

The new Ambassador of Jordan saw me after the Security Council

meeting in order to discuss the Jordan initiative concerning "Israel's

aggression" in the Government House area.

He said that he was under firm instructions from his Government

to approach the Security Council and request a diécussion. However,

personally, he felt uncertain about how he should proceed and wanted

my reaction. I said to him that I felt strongly that a Security Council

discussion might not prove very helpful: even in case of a voting

victory it would be uncertain if they would gain in fact what I under-

stood to be the purpose of the initiative., Under such circumstances

I felt that other approaches to the problem should be more fully studied

before such a far-reaching step was taken. The Ambassador would be free

to report this advice to his Government.

In explanation of my stand I said that, first of all, the legal

situation, in our view, was unclear, a fact which would in a serious

way influencethe situation in the Council. Further, however, without

having in any way discussed the issue with the Israeli's, I anticipated

with certainty that it would be impossible to limit the debate to the

point Jordan wished to raise: although in a sense unrelated, the question

of Mount Scopus was, for exampie, 1ikely to arise. As a personal obser-

vation,which also, as such, could be reported to Mr. Rifai, I would say

that I felt quite unhappy about the possibility of a Security Council

meeting on the subject.



The Ambassador promised to report to Mr, Rifai and agreed that,

pending the reaction from Amman, nothing further should be done here.

I promised him that when he saw me again with his Government's reaction,

we would run over the legal‘ground together so as to explain the dif-

ficulties which were facing us and Colonel Leary. I added that I re-

gretted the implied attack on Colonel Leary: even without a detailed

study of the issues involved i-could,on thé basis of my knowledge of

the man, guarantee that he had done what he could do as a man of

courage and straightness., If he had not got anywhere, it reflected

the complications in the legal situation.

The Ambassador said that he felt quite worried about the situation.

The position of his Government was such that, after long open siding

withithe West, they could not take the criticism for powerlesgness in

face of an Israel move of this kind, If the situatibn were not corrected,

it would, therefore, be a great threat for the Government and might lead

.to resignation or some kind of military action. I replied that, of course,

the last must be excluded,and said that I felt that if this was the way

in which Mr., Rifai looked at the issue, it seemed that the Ambassador

should talk directly'to the Americans and the British,

I later informed Kidron and the French and Britiéh that I had had a

talk, that the instructions to raise the issue in the Security Council

had proved to be firm,/:EZt the Ambassador had postponed action in order

to report to Amman on our conversation in which I had advised strongly

against action in the Security Council.
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