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30 July 1957

Much to ny regret we have not been in 2 position to give you
clear-cut information on the possible time-table regarding you
personelly. As you know, an ilmmwdizte resson has been the diffi-
culties into which we have run in our efforts to find a fully
qualified successor.

First of all I wish to restate with all possible emphasis
that our grestest wish would be to sse you continue for the whole
life-time of the UNKF. However, we kmow and highly respect your
concern about the future, and for that reasom I have accepted it
as a matter of course that, if and whem your interest in the
future so rejguires, you would leave your present assigrment.

You krow that we have had frequemt contacts with (ttawa.

They have been aiming 2t emsuring that your interest would be

properly teken care of even with the delays im yowr return to
Canadian service which, step by step, have had to be msde. As

things have developed - and I take into account also the unfortunste
rumours about your resignation -« I have told OCttawa that I think it
would be most desirable from the UN point of view to postpone your

departure to the end of the year and that, if yow intearest in the
future ecould be fully protected, I would most definitely wish you
to stay ==z lony as you were willing in the light of your own

interest in the job ani our meeds.
:

I feel that the momert hss now arrived where it would be wost
useful if you would get in touch with Ottswa yourself unless they are

taking the matter up with you as they may well do. Ky hope would be

that you would then be able to feel that you act wisely by staying
to the end of the year and, indeed, that you might well prolong yowr
gservice in the UN even further.

Yajor-General E.L.M.Burns
Commander of UNEF
GCaza



I know that the line I have taken in this letter means that
I am ssking a lot of you. However, I also kmow from what you huve
repeatedly stated, that you would like to help us to all the extert
that this can be justified in view of the other and most legitimate
interests which cowe into play. 1 am therefore sure that, with
helpful arrangements from the Capadian side, you will see your way
to assist us over this year and perheps even later.



22 Auguat 1957

Enclooed please find a letter to you, prepared and dated

30 July 1957, which glves my resctions to your questions con—

cerning your future.

The reason why you get it now and with unchanged date is

the following. before sending the letter I got in touch with

Cttawa giving them the draft so as to prepare the ground for you
and harmonise our actions. In reply 1 received, en 15 August, a

message to the effect that the Prime Hinister wished me to know

that "in the light of the stromg arguments for General burns re-

mainingin his pest the CanadianGovermmentdid not wish to offer

any ppposition”.
Although I hoped that this expression covered an atlitude

widch, from your poimt of view, could be considered satisfactory,

I asked for sowe clarification. Due to the complications which

are wavoldable during the summer vacations with most of the

key peopls abment, I have mot bean able to get such elaboratiocn

of the statement in the couple of weoks which have passed since

the last message.

In this situation I do not wish to delay vy reply to you

any longer and, therefore, I send to you now my letter, as originally

drafted, with this information coneerning Ottawa's first reaction.

Dag Harmarskj8ld
Secrelary-Genersl

#‘jox‘-\;‘n“‘l Bolialls ,lfll&B
Comander of UNEF,
GCawa.
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

NEW YORK

CABLE ADDRESS * UNATIONS NEWYORK * ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE

5 November 1958

Dear Mr, Hammarskjold,
When it became lnown that the Colombian Battalion was being

withdrawn from UNEF, I informed you that in my opinion it was

essential that it should be replaced by an effective equivalent

number of troops.

Experience has shown that a certain minimum number of troops

is necessary to enable UNEF to discharge its responsibility of

helping to maintain peaceful conditions in the area of its deploy-

ment along the Armistice Demarcation Line (including the inter-

national frontier in the Sinai).
This is governed by the necessity of maintaining a chain of

sentry posts (76) which can keep the whole of the ADL around the

Gaza Strip under observation, to prevent crossing of the ADL from

either side or other incidents. At night the ADL must be patrolled

to intercept versons who might attempt to cross it, contrary to the

Administrative Governor General's regulations. These tasks require

employment of 11 Infantry Companies. Guards on UNEF premises at Gaza,
Rafah and Port Said require 2 more companies, and there must be a

reserve of 3 more companies to supply the garrison at Sharm el Shaikh

and so that the troops can be relieved from time to time from the

exhausting nature of sentry and patrol duty along the ADL. This adds

up to 16 companies, and with the departure of the Colombian Battalion

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General
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there are only 14 companies available in the Danor, Swedish,

Indian and Brazilian bettalions. The Yugoslav Reconnaissance

Battalion and the Canadian reconnaissance squadron are fully

extended, watching and patrolling the international frontier in

Sinai.

For the time being the gap has been filled by drawing on

the companies in reserve, I would point out that this expedient

can only be effective for a limited time, as unless the men on

ADL duty have periodic relief, they will become exhausted, and no

longer able to perform their duty properly. The morale of the

whole force will be seriously affected with incalculable results

on the effectiveness of its functioning.

I therefore strongly urge that the replacement of the

Colombian Battalion should be carried out with the least possible

delay. I do not have any particular preference as to whether this

is done by bringing in a new national contingent, or by increasing

the numbers of existing contingents. However, I would point out

that the withdrawal of the Indonesian and Finnish contingents was

compensated for by increasing the contingents of other contributing

nations, and there have been indications that these nations feel

that it would not be ecuitable to increase their present liabilities

in respect of UNEF.

Yours sincerely,

LCETrRt &

E, L, Y, Bupnp
Lieut .General

Commander, United Nations Emergency Force


