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MM,

ﬂm&m,wmmfumm,wm
assistance during some busy amd dramatic days. I dannot tell
much I appreciasted this contact.

you how

Egplosed please find a letier to Mr. Ben-lurion and coples
of the same letter for yourself. I would appreciate it if you
would hand the letier over persomally to ¥r. Ben-Ourion, pro-
vided that you are in sgressent with the texte. If you are not,
eable we your observabions and hold the letbter until we are
agreed, : ok

With kindest regards,

P




MM,

First of all, my warmest thanks for all your support and
assistance during seme busy and dramatic days. I csmnot tell
~you how wuch I appreciated this contact.

- Eoclosed please find & letter to Mr. Ben~Uurion and copies
of the same letter for yourself. I wuld appreciate it if you
would hand the letier over persomally te Mr. Ben-lurion, proe-
vided that you are in agreement with the texts, If you are nol,
whammmmwmmmmJam

With kindest regards,




. STRICTLY PERSONAL

Dear ¥r., Ben<Gurion,

First of all, uy warsest thanks for your cooperation, patience,
hospitality and friendship, is usual, the contact with yeu proved
wost helpful, I highly sppreciated again to have this epportumity
of telling you the "full story" on some important issues and to bave
the benelit of a frank exchange of views with you.

Az 1 promised you, I shall now try to put down my conclusions
from the contacts in Damascus. This much I can say without hesitation:
they do not lend any support to a pessimistic inberpretation of recent
ineidents., On the contrary, I was struck by a series of sumall symptoms
of "independence” and of clear indications of a strenger position for
the Foreign Hinister than is gemerally realised cutside Syria. One
- asusing detall way be guoted: while the Russian redic sendar in irsh
made an abteck on me, the Syrian Covernment put out all its flags in
an ostentatious selling of sy visit to the public; I think the inter
gretation is quite obwvious. Sk : ‘

:  The most essential part of my talks took place with Bitar in

the presence of Bizri, which gives a reasonable guarantee for rejresen—
tativenass. I concluded from the long exchenge of views that the Turko-
Syrian conflict may be considered as writien off also in Damsscus, and
that they do nobl want to yun into any kind of esnflict with you, Ob-

B viously they, ss many other irabic countries, are more than conce

about their dosestic affairs, especially from the econcedc angle, and
- do not, wnder such ¢ircumatances, wish snylhing better than to be able
Yo get en, being mature encugh to see thal internatiomal adventures

: The main Syrien complaint against Israel is that you, step by
step, bulld out your positions inm the Desllitarized ZJowe, while at
the same time you refuse ccoperation with the HAC in such cases where
the HAC would be the patursl forum for a discussion of your steps.
The Syviasns, for that reasony feel that they are sliding down-hill
without any effective means of a peaceful nature to counter-balance
what they regard as your policy, short of ralsing the issues with
- the Seeurity Cowneil. They do nol consider the incidents as anything

o

Hr, David Ben-Curion,
Frive Vinister of Israel,

Jerusalem, lsrasl,
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but counter-produetive in the respects whieh interest them. In this
situation their eriticism is twrnsed againet the UN as ineffectual

as the protector of what they consider t¢ be thelr rights under the
Armistice Agreement. 1 Jeave it to you to make yuur cbserwatiocns on
this argusentg, on its valldity - m.w,mwuunmma
it night have in the thinking of other natioma, including Isreel. ,
Whatever my own views on the matler are, I as convinced that this

story vepresents thelr main line of thinking, and that recent develops
ments on the border are not part of any plans on high levels.

I took up the Doron case imsedistely upon my return to Hew York,
and will have it on record in Cglro thal if this question iz not -

as I certainly hope - resolved mtmwuﬂvdhﬁuiw,zﬁn
 take it wp personally wiith the Fresidemd.

4s our final discussion was & little bit rushed snd as I wish
wcmunawaa,xmwmm‘mmw

looking forwsrd to the day when

XuwamagMimsu'm,Mﬂ&mnmm
Wh Wmmxmwmhmtm, :

most My;m,




