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UNITED NATIONS e NATIONS UNIES

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

A.W. Cordier

A.G. Katzin&*éF Date, 20 August 1957

SUBJECT:

Herewith two pieces of information which

you and the Secretary-General would probably like

to know:

1. Perez Guerrero has informed me that the

Canal Authority has purchased and has in operation
the suction dredger, "Gargamelle" built in Holland

for the Suez Ganal Company. This is the large
capacity dredger which Wheeler anticipated would

cater for upwards of half their annual maintenance

needs and on which Younis had asked me to intercede

with the Dutch in favour of transfer of the delivery
contract to the Canal Authority. The Dutch had not

been optimistic at the time that I spoke to them about

the chances of the Canal Company agreeing to the

transfer of the delivery contract to the Egyptians.

2. Wheeler has advised this morning that

his daughter is in the Walter Reed Hospital with a

serious eye condition which might result in partial
loss of her sight.



COPY
, 10 April 1957

Dear Mahmoud,

As the United Nations responsibility for'the clearance of the Suez Canal

is drawing rapidly to a close, I feel that I should take up with you questions
relating to the scope of United Nations responsibility in that connection.,

As you know, our mandate under General Assembly resolutions covered

responsibility for the clearénce of the Canal. Perhaps the most logical
interpretation of that responsibility could be expressed in terms of the

restoration of the right of‘way to a condition allowing resumption of normal

traffic. In addition to the major responsibility of lifting and disposing
of sunken craft, we have considered it appropriate within our mandate to

assist you in the restoration of workshop and telecommunications equip-
ment and in the restoration and modernization of lighting equipment.
Agreement has already been reached between General Wheeler and Colonel

Younis regarding the measure to which the United Nations will provide
assistande in these fields,

On the other hand, I find that I have had more difficulty and am

unable to help as far as I had hoped in the direction of the rehabilitation

of four tugs and a floating dock and floating crane as well as of a

V

suction dredger, the PAUL SOLENTE. This vessel has proven so badly damaged
as to require approximately three months' additional time to re-float.

In addition, the equipment needed for the final restoration and recom-

missioning of this and the other tugs and equpment cgnnot be furnished by
suppliers from between six to twelve months, apart from the time needed
thereafter for its installabion. This extended time factor falls so far

outside of a reasonable interpretation of my mandate that to my regret
I must now conclude that I could not justify their rehabilitation within

the United Nations operational framework for assisting the speediest
possible resumption of traffic, Furthermore, in terms of our mandate

it would clearly be more in line with our responsibility for the restoration

of the right of way to assist you in the other area of your need,'that is

to say dredging, than to pursue the areas-in which we might be helpful to

you in the provision of floating equipment. I might say that members of the

Advisory Committee have also made this distinction and supported this

conclusion,
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After careful assessment of the constitutional limits under which we

must operate, I am glad to inform you that I do find it possible, expecially
in the light of the lower total cost for the operation than we had antici-

pated, to justify a doubling of the United Nations contribution of

$500,000 towards the cost of dredging and have advised General Wheeler

that we dlfiow be able to assist the Canal Authority to the extent of a

contribution of $1,000,000 for this purpose.

I believe that you will see the reasonableness of the above arrange-
ments as constituting a liberal interpretation of our mandate,

What I have said above would constitute the scope of our financial

responsibility in connection with the clearance of the Canal, but I should

like to assure you that we stand ready to provide such technical assistance

in the form of experts as you might find helpful to your task and further

that we should be glad to provide our gobd'offices in conmnection with such

negotiations as you would find desirable to meet the technical requirements
for the most efficient operation of the Canal.

I should be grateful if you would let me have your reaction to this

letter as early as possible.

Very sincerely yours,

Dag Hammarskjéld
Secretary-General
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His Excellency ‘

|

M, Omar i‘“flL
Permanent Representative of Egypt

to the United Nations
‘

900 Park Avenuws
New Igrk 21, New York
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