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TRANSCRIPT OF FRESS CONFERENCE B% ANDREW W, CORDIERE EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT 10_THE SFCRFTARY-GENERAL HELD Al UARTERS Ci

FRIDAY L JANUARY 1957

Mr, CCRDIER: I want first{of all to‘give you, as some of you have suggested
certain background information on the trip that Mr, Katzin and I wade to Egypt at
the request of the Secretartheneral 1ast week We left here on Christmas Day and
spent four ‘days in Egypt. We went to, Egypt from Naples in a UNEF plane to Abu
Suweir ‘and then directly to Port Sald, In Port Said we had extensive conversations
with General Wheeler and his staff on the'technica;'arrangements andAthe_organiza-

tion of the Canal clearance operation,

. The situation that had deVeloped over the lagt ten days differed somewhat from
the previous pattern in that it now seemed that it had become yossible to use ‘the
salvage fleet in ‘the Canal proper and for the British and French units whlch were
already at Port Said to continue their activity in Psrt Said, Some days before,
we had in fact semt four German ships down the Canal to E1 Cap, and they were
waiting there for the beginning of their operations. Therefore, the arrangement
that had developed during the past week was that, with the total number of ships .
available -~ some forty of them -~ our salvage fleet under the contractorship of the
Dutch and Danish firms would cover the_clearanée in the Canal proper and the British
and the Franoh ships would cover the cleerance in Port Said, under, a schedule in
'w%JtH iadividval ships would phase out as their work was completed, The British
anG French ships would therefore be in931ved during this month of January on that
phase-out tasis, and the question of the six ships, about which thefe had been so
much discu351on until the 1ast few days, falls out of the pilcture; the issue simply
>does not arise, : :

These errangements were made with the agreement of the Egyptian autherities,
and in my talk with the President of Egypt on Sunday night, he demonsfrated great
eagerness to get ahead with the actdal'clearance of the Canal, The work began at
full speed before we left, General Wheeler, as.you'know,.issued a press release
which indicated that the work would be under way and that it would take place on
the basis of a two-stage operation in which we hoped and plaﬁned that by early
March the Canal would be‘cleared to a depth of twenty-five feet.and that by early
May it would have been cleared to its normal depth for ships of thirty-four feet
draught,

(more)
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We may be able to improve upon these schedules, and I hope we can, At

any rate, we shall try. The importent thing in this whole operation was to

get started and to start effectively, hecause every day of deley means a loss
of some forty ship-days., Hence the great urgency of getting started, of A
getting the work under way, and of moving expeditiously. We will not become
involved in any contest about the dates df the completion of the work, We

give a general essurance with regard to the dates of early March and early May
and, as I have indicated, there may be'some prospect of improving on this
schedule, at least in some measure.

I may say that General Wheeler himgelf is very much pleased with his fleet.
In fact, when he saw the fleet he was delighted ~and the demonstrations that have
already been made of its effectiveness during the first two or three days have
given him even more satisfaction. Therefore,»it is a fleet that will be
effective and that will perform in a very commendable way in carrying out
its mission., ' :

The agreement between the United Nations and the Egyptian Government has
been initialled and will be signed as soon as the text arrives from Cairo from
our own legel counsel., It will be signed by the Secretary-General and by
Mr, Fawzi. The legal and technical and other arrangements have been finalized
and work is under way, :

Another purpose of the trip, on my side at least, was to look into the
question of UNEF to observe how it was performing and to give whatever
assistance I could in whatever problems that had arisen, Again, I should like to
say that UNEF is performing, I could even say, brilliantly under very great
logistic difficulties, and that in its operation in Port Said and in its
operation now in the desert, this Force of between 4,000 and 5,000 men is
accoﬁplishing precisely what the General Assembly wanted it to do, It is
something new in world hietory. It is something new in the way of machinery,
organization and method, and it is something which all parties had to observe in
operation, The result of that observation has been positive. There is a
recognition that its role is now well understood, its place in the picture is
esteblished, and its effectiveness has been obvious,

(more)
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The rather delicate change-over in Port Said was accomplished without
incident, and the blue holmets really have established a sense o calm and
serenity, a sense of order, which is out of proportion to the numbers 1nvolved
Therefore, as I cabled the Secretary—General while I was in Egypt, I feel that
we have a right to.be proud of both UNEF and the Unitod Nationg
salvage -and.clearance efforts.

I will stop at that point, Everything I have said so far is on the
record, and I now invite questions.

First of all, I should like to add that tomorrow a numbexr of additlonal
bersons are going to the fleld. General Martola* and Mr, Vaughan ire going to
the field on short-term missions, and they will be accompanied by a number of
staff members who will be on longer assignments either with UNEF or under
General Wheeler in connexion with the Suez Canel clearance arrangements. The
staffing problem has been met very expeditiously by Headquarters, and we have,
of course, transferred to the field g very congiderable number of people., While
that has been done on an ad hoec and improvised basis, I feel that it has
operated, certainly from the adminigtrative point of view, with very great
emoothness and effectiveness, ;

QCESTION: What are the terms of the agreement between Egypt and
the United Nations which you have mentioned?g ;

Mr, CORDIER: I am not in a rosition to give the terms, The actual

agreement will be issued as rart of a General Assembly document next week., The
- agreement simply esteblishes the relationship between the Egyptian Government
on the one side and the United Nations on the other, It is, in fact, simply

an exchange of letters,

QUESTION: Could we know whether it is in line with Mr, Fawzi's
declaration that the United Netions will be assisting Egypt and not working on

its own?
(more)

* Major General Ilmarl Armas Eino Martola (Ret. ), of Finland, Personal Adviser
to the Secretary-General on matters relating to the UN Emergency Force

** David B. Vaughan, Under-Secretary, Director, Office of General Services
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_Mr. CORDIER: Well, it is in harmony with thet formula.

g QUESTION: You have said that the role of UNEF is now understood
Does that include its complete role, the length of time it is to stay, and at
whose behest it is to leave, and so on? :

Mr, CORDIER: No, I think that 15 & separate question, I .

T 7 3 -;-, .'l..
simply would indicate that of course, the question of its duration is 2} pending
question, the answer to which we ourselves do not know,

QUESTION- You said that the issue of the six British and French ships
no longer arises. Does that mean that when ﬁhey are finishadin Port Said they
will be out of the picture entirely, and that these ships will not be used
anywhere in the Canal?

Mr. CORDIER: Yes, that is right, That is, the ships as a whole in
Port Sald harbour will be phased?out, and that includes whatever the six‘were.

. : ST ; o i =

QUESTION: Did you discuss}with,President~Nasser tne;qnestion.of what
is to happen in Gaza and the Straits of Agaba, and; if.so, vhat was the nature of
those discussions? '

Mr, CORDIER No I do not think T am in & position really to give the
substanee of my conversation with the President except simply to say it was very
lengthy and 2t dld cover a great - number ¢ que stiong. T gevercd: rucstiong

vertinent to our work in Epypt, and I want.to stop ot that point.

3 ke 28 |

“QUESTION° When General Burns was pressing for the forward movement of
his UNEF army across the Sinal, what were his command orders? How far is he to
~ press? . | . ‘

(mpfe)
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Mr. CORDIER: The pressure on the paft of General Burns is based upon his
officlal obligation to discuss the question of the withdrawal with his opposite,
General Dayan. Other matters relating to the withdrawael are dealt with on the
United Nations level here in New York between the Secretary-General end the Israel

delegation and Covernments

QUESTION: Do his command orders permit him to press right up to the

armistice lines under the old United Nations armistice --

Mr, CORDIER: I don't think I have anythiné to add to the formula I have
mentioned -- that is, that he obviously acts in response to the results that are

indicated from here on the basis of consultations with the Isrsel delegation.

- QUESTION: Does this exchange of letters or agreement that has been
initialled, and that will be signed here shortly, refer only to the Suez clearance
operation or also to the UNEF?

Mr. CORDIER: There are two agreements. One covers the Suez Canal, and

the other is an agreement on the operation of UNEF,
QUESTION: They both have been initialled?

Mr., CORDIER: The other is still being discussed, but I think it will be

. the shortest possible time until there will be complete agreement on that also.

QUESTION: Did you discuss with Colonel Nasser the question of the

>resumption of an examination of the future status of the Suez Cansal?

Mr. CORDIER: As I irdicated a moment ago, I could not make any comment on
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QUESTION: Does Nasser exercise a veto over the United Netions personnel

going in on either of the tasks you meﬁtipned?
Mr. CORDIER: No, he does not.

QUISTION: Does the exchange of letters touch on the question of the

‘

cost of the operations?

Mr. CORDIER: No, it deals onlyAwith the current responsibility of
the United Nations in the clearance of the Canal. The question of financing is
E2) separate matter. The quesfion of_a.pgrmanent‘setﬁlement is a separate matter. -
- A1l these will have to be dealt with as separste mattérs, but with some degree of

urgency.

QUESTION: But the understanding would be that the cleared Canal would

be put.at Exzypt's disposal free of charge?

(more)
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Mr, CORDIER: No, I would not want to answer that question; because the
question of the distribution of costs and the burden of costs 1s a pending question.
‘At the moment, we are attempting to get immediate funds against charges now being
made, costs now being obligated, which will be related to whatever formula is
eventually established with regard to the allocation of costs. There are all sorts

of divergent formulas on that point, as you Know.

QUESTION: The press reported you as having had special talks with the
Chief of the Israeli Division in the Egyptien Foreign Office. I should like to ask
yhether you discussed the question of peace negotiations with Israel in termes of the

pending resolution of the United Statess. :

Mr, CCRDIER: I did not.

QUESTION: Is your answer to the previous question conditioned at all
upon the presence or the absence of Israeli troops from any part of the territory

they seized --

Mr, CORDIER: No; quite contrary to certain speculation in the press, the
Egyptian Government definitely did not relate the question of Israeli withdrawal to
the ques%’on of the initiation of the clearance of the Canal.

(more)
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QUESTION: How long does UNEF stay in the Cenal Zone?

Mr. CORDiER- UNEF‘S purpose in being in the Canal Zone was, of course,
to facilitate the withdrawal of the British-French troops snd to endure peaéeful
conditions, That was its primar ry
/purpose. That purpose has been &ccomplished. There are minor un*us, very small
units, remaining in Port Said. There will be a shift out of that area in due course;

I cannot be sure how s00nNe

QUESTION: In the very near future?

/

Mr. CORDIER: I would not say whether it is the very near future or a
slightly more remote future.

QUESTION: Will you elaborate a little more your statement that there is

no veto by Nasser?

Mr. CORDIER: The point of the question was whether he was vétoing the

entry of United Nations personnel into Egypt, and my eanswer was "No".

QUESTION: Do you and the Secretary-General feel -- I am trying to get a
sort of personal reaction -- that things are going well, that they are progressing?

Mr. CORDIER: We are very satisfieds Very much hard work remains to be

done, but we are satisfied,

(mﬁre)
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- QUESTION: You said that Nasser did not stipulate any connexion between
Qfaza and the Canal?

Mr, CORDIER: I said that the Egyptian Government did not.
QUESTION: Does that mean the clearsnce of the Canal or the opening of the
Mr, CORDIER: The point is that the issue as expressed in the press was

- that the reason for the delay in the initiation of the clearance of the Canal was

possibly -- some people dropped the word "possibly" -- due to the fact that the
Egyptian Government related the question of the slowness of Israseli withdrawal to

that question, and I was simply saying that that was not true.

QUESTION: That was not speculation; that was a statement by the Director
of the Egyptian Ministry of Information, who was quoted by name from Cairo.

Mr. CORDIER: I esm simply indicating that it 'is not true.
QUESTION: He never made that statement?

Mre CORDIER: I didn't ask him, I didn't see him -- but I say that the
Egyptian Government etates that it was not true.

QUESTION: What was the reason for the delay?

Mr. CORDIER: I do not think it needs to be eleborated very much. There
were very many technical problems that arose in connexion with the operation.
There was the question of the gix ships for a period of time, which held up the
operation. It was our hope that the clearance could stert soon after the British-
French withdrawal. The British-French withdrawal took place on 21 December. The

clearance of the Canal actually got under way about ten days later,

npore)
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. QUESTION: . Did you discuss the long-range question of a Suez settlement?
Mr. CORDIERt We covered a very large amount of ground, yes.

QUESTION: Were the Straits of Aqaba touched on at all in your
discussions? : '

Mr. CORDIER: I would not want to comment upon that.

'QUESTION: What is your and the Secretary-General's view with respect to
what should happen in Gaza and the Straits of Agaba? ’

Mr. CORDIER: First of all, we are under an obligation to implement the
Assembly resolution,'which.seems clear on that pointe. :

_QUESTION: Is thet the end of your comment?

Mr. CORDIER: That is the end of it, yes.

QUESTION: Whet heppens after that?

‘Mr. CORDIER: Our obligation is very clear: I would simply put it that
way. It is not for us to engege in speculation as to what the Assembly might do in
the future.

QUESTION: You do not feel you have any obligation beyond that?

Mr. CORDIER: Well, that is a very considerable obligation.

l QUESTION: You said something about two members of the Secretariatigoing

out there tomorrow -- Dave Vaughan and somebody else ~=

Mr., CORDIER: The other one is Q@eneral Martola, who is the military

adviser to the Secretary-General.

(more)
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QUESTION: Could you expatiate a bit on what they are going to do?

Mr. CORDIER: General Martola is engsged wholly on the UNEF side and
therefore will devote his entire attention to consultation with General Burns on
questions relating to UNEF, Mr, Vaughan will be dealing wholly with questions of
administration, whether with UNEF or with Suez Canal clearance questions -- that is,

General Wheeler's administrative questions, as a matter of fact,

QUESTION: , You were there, I think, when the story broke on the new
United States policy. Did you have a feeling that there was a sense of increased

tension and fear of war?

‘

Mr, CORDIER: No, I would not want to make any comment whatsoever on that,




