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(For use of information media--not an official record)

Press Release SG/53k
18 December 1956

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY~-GENERAL ON SUEZ CANAL CLEARANCE

In the report to the General Assembly on the Canal clearing it was stated
that the Secretary-General, in case the General Assembly approved that the
United Nations should assist in the elearing of the Canal, would negotiate
the necessary arrangements with such private firms as might speedily and
effectively undertake the task and intended to address himself to firms in
countries outside the present conflict. The proposals by the Secretary-General
vere approved by the General Assembly., It follows fhat the General Assewbly
has given priority to the use of rescurces from private firms from countries
outside the conflict,

Negotiations conducted by Lt, Ceneral Wheeler, whose great experience

and competence in this field is generally recognized, havg,led to the building
up of a United Nations salvage fleet, able to begin operations immediately
and expeditiously. General Wheeler is working in close contact with Headguarters
and on the basis of ipstructions issued in strict conformity with the position
of the United Nations.

The Secretary-General trusts that all parties will cooperate with the
United Nations so as to facilitate the vital task entrusted to the Organization.
In due time a full report will be given on the arrangements made. The Secretary-
General believes that this report will allay doubts which recently have been

expressed in some quarters,




In the report to the Gsuneral Assembly on the Caml alearing
it was stated that the Secretary-Uensral, in csse the General Assembly
spproved thet the United Nations should assist in the clearing of the
MMWMWWWdhmmﬁh
firms as might spesdily and effwetively underteks the tasi and in-
tended to address himself to firms in countries cutslde the pressnt
gonflict. The proposals by the Seerstary-Ceneral were approved by
the General Assembly. It follows that the Ceneral Asaebly has given
priority to the use of resources from private fimms from countries
outaide the eonflict. The question of participation by the Anglo/French
mnmmmwwmwmwumum
debate on the report. He stated that the United Kingdom wes ready to
lend its resources "to work in any way wested in this task™,

& Hegotistions sondusted by lt. General Wheeler and his sssociates
mwummmnupefpmm&ﬁmumpmaw
However, in the planning it wes considered io be desirable to add to -
the United Nations salvage flest a maximws of 6 ships, which are

~ specifically adapted to the 1ifting tasks facing the salvage fleet
‘eordingly asked the British asthorities to put those 6 ships at the

. disposal of the United Nations, He bas aleo made propossls for

assistance in initisl handover to the United Nations crews which
mm-ﬂwmmm Mmm&nmmw
last week.
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British and French ships now actively engaged in Lifting operations
in Fort Said should complete thelr task, which im the msjordity of
the cases should be possible within the eourse of this week. The
eperation would be followed up with the present erews. The request




sovers speeifically the use of three ships for a somewhat longer
poriod in Fort Said with the crews st presest engsged in one of the
1ifting operations. The United lations would obviously teke res-
mnvmwmwumatuammmm
withdrawal of Anglo-French troops.

is to the 6 shipe requested, a security problem srises which
is of = diffevent mature. It is felt that st this early stage the
use of British crews te & total muber of sbout 160 down the Ounel
might present security problems which should not be accepted wnless
practicsl considerations meke it wnaveidsble. However, the loss
otmummmzmmo:mmm-mm“m
nm'mismuum:un in case, short of the use
of British crews, the ships were not wale available by the British
‘mmmnwmmmmmua
maumm
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