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NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS -
Note No. 996

;

LB :

By 22 December 1954

- TRANSCRIPT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL'S PEFSS CONFERENCE
e

Headquarters, New York 22 December 19514
h

:

The SECRETARY-GENERAL. There is really not very much that I can

tell you.  On the other hand I felt that I should gee you again now that X
have returned. I guess that you may have questions to whlch I shall have no

:

replies, but we will come to that point later.
~

In any case, & may start nff from an angle which I hope you will

understand, It is perhaps a somewhat unusual angle, but I think thie'ief
something that I should say at all evente. It is very much the same tahfiosa
I said to your colleagues in Stockholm, We must remcmber that
thie very serioug- in gome respects, tragic -- matter, is one which doea

require from all of us, on this side of the desgk and on your alde, more
reatraint and more discretion than usual. By that I do not in any way mean

ereht‘fiaht should be any kind of embargo on news. On the contrary, there should
‘be news to all extent possiblé -- and I think that that is to a very full

extent, indeed. I should, however, be sorry if we were to drift into
:

speculation and rumournmaking, because to do so could not but harm the operation
as such; 1t could not but render things more difficult. If that were done,
I suppose I should have to take it, but I think that we are all too much-
interested in getting somewhere and helping some pecple to run any risk,
voluntarily, of complicating matters.

‘ ‘

For that reason, I must be more guarded and restrained myself than usual.
‘

You will find mea more difficult object for your questioning than usuale On

the other hand, I feel that you will see my point and that that will be reflected
on your glde in the kind of restraint I have indicated ~- that ie, an abetention

from vain, futile speculation.
You have already geen in the stories which came out of Stockholm that there

is one point in particular on which there is nothing for me to say <~ absolutely
- nothing. This matter is very much covered by what I said about speculation,
Speculation about possibilities, outcomes, success, all that kind of thing:
I do not- think that that isof very great interest to the public, and it

certainly ie not of any help in this story.

>erofi(
:
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I can only repeat what I said at Stockholm and during United Nations Day

here, 1In fact, what I gaid then is more than ever true new. To succeed means

to realize the possible. ._The;pessible‘hesbto_be realized. - I should just hate
to see any development which would reduce our chances of realizing what vas.
possible.

e

:

|

:

"I guess that that roughly, is what . should like to say, in general terms.
I would repeat thet I trust you will understand that, in preaching this little
eermon,.I have hed no other reason‘except my very keen engagement in this story

andin really mgking a success, in the genge I have indicated,

0
QUEETION: Could you just chart the mep'for us: London,New Delhi,

~and so forth?
:

_', The SEVRETAanGENEAL: I should indeed have been happyif I had e
7 aufficient time gince my return to g0 into the details, but I bave not had, ;

I must therefore still ¢eave the questlons of date and route open. #ven,of
.course it plans‘have been devc;oped feirly far, 3 aimplg bave nct had the time

'bmyeelf to go into them, and nr trat reason % cannot reply to the question.

QUESTION: 'At the eirport, you said that you had succeeded in

‘Stockholm in deing exa2tly what vou had wanted to do, that you.had‘geprdqne
exactly what you had wanted to ge+ done, Could you indicate anything to us

dbout what ycu wanted to get done?
5

.

The SECRETAPY~GENERAL As I sald before % left it was entirely withln

-the ery practical field of making the technlcal arrengementa waichmuat be
wade; that is to say, mappirg out what cen be mapped out withoutcoming into

’anythlng with even the slightest political flavours
:

QUESTION. There have been some prese reports to the effect that India

vas instrumental in the Chinese ecnatpecfla of yourtrlp to Peiping. Could you
comment onthat?

{

The SECRETARY-GENEKAL: I thinkI shall leave it to the Indian Government
to reply for itself.

(more)
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QUESTION:- I notice: that you have used the phrase "practical

arrangements"~in connexion with your meeting with the Chinese Ambassadors

Could you expand on that?
~ What "practical arrangements" were made?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Let us begin at the very beginning: possible

routes; the pos¢ible time extension,as it were; the seb-up of discussions,
froem a technical point of view; the kind of staff; and so forth.

QUESTION: Do your ‘discussionsconcern the number of persons who will

accompany you end the identity nf those persons?
;

- Thé SECRETARY -GENERAL: We are tentatively indicating-the glze of the

staff and how that fits in, practically, to the plcture, and'so ohs If you:were
to git down and try tofigure out how you would plan sucha’' journey, you would

séevat once that there are‘very many things upon which you would have to decide.

There are quite a number of things;at least, that must be mentionedin talks

over the desgk; they have tO‘bé gettledat some éfage in some way, and it takes

a lot of time to cable back and forth, .

-

QUESTION: I wonder if it is possible at ti.:i time to ssy who may
scccrpeny you to Peiping.. e 2

 The SECRETARY-GENERAL:: T can yifio repeat what I have alreaay gin
"

that I think it should bea very festricted grbup, indeed. Ithink I could iuy

this much: that,from my point of view, a couple of advisers -- specialized
on the legal side and on the political side -- would be the bare minimum, but

would also be sufficient, because I would not go withoutthe bare .fidminim Then,.
of course, thereis the question of interpretation, public relations, and 80

forth. Let us say a group of five or six, or something like that.

QUESTION: Do you, anticipate having any kind of a repoft ready for

_representatives by 31December? Jrie
s . ke

(more)



The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I am obllged to have a report ready by that

time, but I am not telling you how much I can possibly put into such a reporte

QUESTION: Has anything been envisaged, or have any plans been made,

concerning press coverage during your trip?

The SECRETARYfGENERAL: That is a rather qdmplicated problem,and I .

really do-not see how it could be arranged in any of the ways which dluofi be

normal in other situations. I really do nnt see how it could be arranged. It

is, however, a yroblem which I have every intention of keeping in mind.
|

’

May I add here one observation which I fhink is appropriate. You should
remember that it is not at all a question of talks of the kind veually covered

by the press. It is not negotiation, and it is not a good-will mission. It

is a question of taking upa matter which has arisen in the way vhich you all
-

know about, and for that very reason the rules generally applying in this respect
do not really apply to the present case. This is\something which goes beyond
the technical and practical éonsiderations which usvally apply. I Jjust want to

stress again that this is, of course, anoperation of a slightly different kind.

It comes much, much closer to diplomatic contact of the kind one may have in any

capital,in a foreign office,

QUESTION: Yes, but there will be a spectacular aspect --

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Too spectacular.

QUESTION: This is a very important affair.
‘

People will receive youa.

The:e eb'yfim receptions -- very kind receptions, I think, There may be people
who.will acclaim you. Thoge are all matters‘fn which the press is interested.
How shall we be informed about them?

i

The SECRETARY -GENERAL: .I_shall certalnly try to see to it -- this is a

-matter of course -- that the présé, and, via the press, the public, are informed

~
directly, as it were, from the United Nations migsion, if I can put it fli that way.

Frankly, however, seeing the difficulties -- and I think that you must see them,

:(more)



4

5-10 Note No. 996
22 December 1954

too -- T must ask you to give me some more time to\conaider the matter, I have
:

already mentioned that, at all évente, I should bring and must bring what I called

a "public relations” man. That is not a good term: It is really a question of

a personal assistant. A personal assistant, for example, maybe charged in some

way with such a specific responsibility. Frankly, however, I‘would not care to

go into that question any further.
:

QUESTION: I understand the situation perfectly, but you would have

been astonished,kI think, if we had not raised the question.

‘The.SECRETAR¥~GENEBAL: I see your point, but you must see mine,
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QUESTION I hope youwill not consider this question outside the
:

‘1es outlined by you at the outset. Do you see your mission as a negotiating
st and, if so, 1sthere likely to be some give and take?

L The ECEETARY GENERAL: Why should we speculate? Anyhow l,fiiaéa must
gay what I said in Stockholm. I do not think we shouwld in any way discusévwhét
may happen or will hap-en. However, I promise you that to all the extent that

it is in my rower you will always know what has happenedi'\

QUESTION* If T may go back to myguestion, when you are ready to select
this group of five or six will you take into consideration the natlonal background” :

of the individuals?
|

The SECRETARY GENERAL: Certainly not‘in-the sense you have in mind.

QUESTION: T understend that thirty one of the Chinese Siudants who wish i
-

to return have addressed a letter to you asking that you do something on their L, =

behalf about returnlng to Peiping. ‘Do you consider that letter as falling within

the competence of the mission which the Assembly has set for you?
:

The SECRETARYGENERAL: It is a rather complicated question because
:

practically all replies may be twisted into something which I do not mean in this
'

case. ;
-

:

i .

c

My obvious reply would be that I regard this as a-démarche tq the Secretary
General. It is a completely independentmatter which has to be studied on its

-

merits. That is the reply that I would like to give to you. But you should also -

take it at its face value.
0 -

QUESTION' T have a two--part guestion. TFirst, have you ever met
lir. Chou En 1ai? And secondly, do you expect, as is- SOmetimes reported to see
Mr. Nehru? : i
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The SECRETARY GENERAL: I have never seen Mr. Chou En-lai, not even at

a distance in Geneva. My reply to the other questicn would be an ™f" - if I

pass New Delhi I certainly would be very liappy to see Mr. Nehru.

QUESTION: May we enlarge this conference a little bit tn teke up one or

two personticl matters? Is it contemplated that there will be any ceremony with

regard to swearing-in the new Under-Secretaries around1 January?
'

:

~

The SECRETARY GENERAL: No.

fiNQITSEUQ: They wi¥l just take their office without any official notice

! of any kind? =
4

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Yes. There will be a press release on it. There

is one thing that I should like to mention rnow. We will make a formal statement

on it,but I can use this opportunity to mention it all the same. As you certainly

already know, i

’ i Me. Georges-Picot is

leaving his post on 1 January to take up the post of gy4fH “Amtassador to Medico.

As you know, I have all the time soughtthe rotation of ithe key posts as a matter

‘of course and I think we should do so in the future. That will, =f cectrsa

necessarily lead to situations where, with very much regret, I have to note that
somebody who had served this organization very well indeed will leave us.

In enlarging on that T should like to take this opportunity to say what a

great service Mr. Georges-Picot has rendered to this (Organizationas head of nne

of‘the“mdst {mportant and most complicated dperations the combined economic and

gocial activities. I am sure that his successor will tske the cue from him and
that we will have splendid co-operation. But. in a certain senséf a period

necesgsarily comes to an end. I should like very much.tOvPay a‘tribute to

Mr. Geofges-Picot for the services which he rendered during that perlod. T am

~
quite sure that we all can join. you on your side just as much as we on the’
Secretariat side, in wishing him all luck in his new assignment.

QUESTINN:I do not think this meeting would be ccmpleté without your

telling us something sbout the homour that was conferred upon you in your country.

MORE
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|

| The SECRETARY-E¥R8HAY]‘How can I do that? <
r R

RV S e
i ;

QUEQPION:'I“think-that”yéu,are*reSOUrcefuI‘éhough;
' The ‘SECRETARY GENERAL: To' give you any kind of comment on'that would

renuire thatI could assumethat you had much moreknowledge about the specific
 tradition of Sweden because that is really what givesit a kind of sense whichis - .

~uite frankly¢ = preciousto meé. In order to see that in the proPer'light i

not as anhonour,  as you say, not. as & kind of intellectual oracademic:
~ distinction or decoration, you have toknow more about the background.* The: o0

-

background in this case,realli means that, if I try to interpret it, at all events

T get tied into the body which carries on the Swedish cultural tradition bo*h as

& symbol and in the most active way. You can easily see that that is something

which, from my point ofview, is ectremely valuable and I am happyto say -also

eaeily;reconcrled with the internationaljob in the political sphere because it '«1 @ -

Just means the strengthening of the spiritual roots in a sense which I feel also* :
strengthens, S anytnlng, the pcssibilities to act internationally Doee thet
give you some kind of an idea?

‘

‘T_EE» s&m;gmmxomm Yes. ‘ L

QUESTION: Many of us are not going to be able tostart our holidays until

you leave. Could you give us an idea when that will be?
bt SN )

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Well youwill nive somewhat of & delayed holiday '

‘definitely not Christmas but maybe you may have Christmas D"vo; affiaeX‘weN Qey -~ by
’

combining them. # e
|

2 QUESTICN I do not like to press that point, but is there anything except

the necessary preparations for the trip and perhaps the work that you must ‘clean up
here first that governs the date that you will leave or is this a matter upcn “f”
which there must be egreemeht with Peking?

:

S &
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‘
~

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: No there is no need for that. Within the time

,

iim:lts which are possible from my point of view there is no difficulty on the

other side if I understand the ‘situation correctly. There you have another point

which comes under the general heading of practical points which you have raised

before. I have a‘dua.l time limit because, first of all, things have to be arranged

here, and secondly, I cannot delay for too 1ong taking up the work in the. -

:

Advisory Committee on the Atomic Energy Conference. In my view, I would have been
:

happy ifwe. had been able to hold it in December. That has not been possible.

But we should hold it as early as possible in January so there is an obligation
here to which I must attend.

:

At

:NflITSEUQ Do you .intend to see the press age.in ‘before you leave?

y
; ,

:

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I would not promise you that e@ecia.lly in view

of what Mr. Hamilton has just sa.id. You can tell youreditors that it is not very .

~ likely.’
:

:

et
e

QUESTION: We expect that Chou En-lai will try to speak with you ,tfiobg
 his Covernment's membership. Would you be willing to talk to him about that?

The SECRETARY GENERAL: You have very many expectations indeed. I have

.
~ no guesses and you have no founda'bion fbr your guesses.

QUESI’ION- Can you tell me in plain language that your missiOn ig not

“bhat but thatit 1s
:

 The SECRETARY GENERAL: You know very well what the item is on the agenda
established by the General Assembly.

:

U

QUESTION: Do you have any plans to see either Mr. Lodge or Mr. "\Du]‘_le_s
before you leave?

; )

The SECRETARY GENERAL. It may be prac‘tical 1 do not know yet., but

there is nothing calling for it. (g the other ha,nd, just as I maintain current

contact with all the main delegations as much as I can, I should certainly like

‘to do itv in this cage too. . o MORE



; QUESTION' The reaolutlon mentioned other Uhited N&tions personnel in
; addition to the airmen. -Have you or will you collate figures to take with you

about the personnel of Member countries still missing?

: ~

The SECRETARY GENERAL: There is considerable information avellable.
4

However that is one of the points/Which I do not think that it would in any way

be called for for me to elaborate. There is congiderable 1nformation available
"

and I have it. i

QUESTION: By undertaking this tfip to gnifiieP eht:rednfi inéfructions
of the Assembly do you not feel that the head of the world Organization is now
going to Peiping to kneel somehow before Mr. Chou En- lai for the release of the

thirteen Americans?
'

The SECRETARY GENERAL: I do not get your point.

QUESTINN: I mean do you not feel that there is a kind of humiliation
for the United Nations which is a belligerent Organization with the Chinese to

go ?o China to beg them or ask them to release the thirteen Americans?
:

The SECRETARY GENERAL: I am not going anywhere to beg’anybody for

anything. 'I am going to bfing up a situation which in my view calls for mutuel

consideration with the backgroundto which I can refer the General Assembly

resolution.
: :

QUESTION: I gather though thatMr. Chou En-lai replied that he wished

to discuss pertlnent auestions.

The SECRETARY GENERAL: So do I.

QUESTION:»Could you tell us whether you are willing to discuss other

matters than the questionof the prisoners which was specified by the resolution?

MORE
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The SECREAARY GENERAL: Well 1t all depends upon what youmesn by thi
word "discuss”. I feel that you putinto that word exchanges of views coming
,very close to negotiation. And if that is whatyou put into the word "discuss

:
'

i can only point out to you the;b ‘the SecretaryGeneral in this context acts under'

i

~

a specific authorization which is 1imited to one get of Problems.

' QUESTEN: One set,‘of btvaht,vfismelborp is the; vp_risonezfj prbblém’?
'

The SECRETARYGENERAL The two points‘men'bidhed -- the eleven plus the

four plus those remaining.
: [

QUESTTON: Thank you.
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

22 December 1954DATE.FILE NO

TO: Mr. William Ranallo, Office of the Secretary-General
:

. L ‘

FROM: ‘Szeming Sze, M.D., Acting Director, Health Service

SUBJECT: Health Precautions during Trip

I am handing over to your charge two medical kits which can be

used, if necessary, by the members of your party. A printed list of the

contents, together with directions, may be found inside each kit.

A few words on the contents of this kit may be helpful. There

are the usual first—aid requisites, viz. bandages and band-aids, merthiolate
swabs (for general wounds), special gauze dressings (for burns), thermo-

meters, aspirin, aromatic spirits of ammonia (for' fainting) and salt tablets

(for perspiration). Besides these, you will find bismuth of subcarbonate
and entero-vioform (for diarrhea), sulfa tablets (for diarrhea if accom-

panied by fever), creamolin tablets (for indigestion and stomach upsets),
calamine ointment (for skin irritations), and desenex ointment (for
athlete'!s foot).

Not mentioned on this list but added by us to the kit are some

bonamine pills (for air-sickness) and seconal tablets (for insomnia).
Please be careful to follow the directions on these bottles.

The following are some simple rules and health hints which you

might find helpful:
'

As regards food, on long exhausting trips such as yours, small,
regular and frequent meals and "snacks" would be more sustaining than

large meals at long intervals. Avoid all foods and non-alcoholic drinks

which are cold; hot tea and hot coffee are the best drinks. Halazone

tablets for purifying water are included in the kit, but should not be

used except in an emergency because they still do not sufficiently protect
against such diseases as amoebic dysentery. If you must have plain water,
drink either bottled water of an established brand, or water which has been

properly boiled. Remember that you should not eat fruit unless you have

peeled or skinned such yourself.

'f'/"'



You will no doubt be attending numerous feasts and you will
be pressed, particularly at Chinese feasts, to eat large quantitiesof
food, much of which is richer and more oily than western foods; you
should eat sparingly of the richer foods and preferably none of the cold
dishes. While it is often necessary at Chinese feasts to accept all
food offered to you, it is quite in order to leave most of the food
uneaten on your plate. Chinese wine is drunk warm and, being in general
mild, can be taken in moderately large amounts and serves as a fairly
good antiseptic at feasts!

:

: :

As regards clothing, you will need different types of clothing
for very hot weather in certain parts of the Middle East and India, for

very pleasant, temperate weather in south China and very cold weather in
north China. It would be best to wear clothing which can protect you as

much as possible from the bites of insects, particularly mosquitoes; when

sleeping under mosquito nets, be sure to kill any mosguitoes inside the
net before dropping off to sleep.

On a trip such as yours, when you will be passing rapidly through
several different countries and climates, you will find it difficult to
acclimatize yourself readily. Therefore, it would be well to remember
that the easiest adjustment will be by following the rule of moderation
in all things, including moderation and regularity as regards food,
alcohol, working hours, exercise and sleep.

Perhaps you will be good enough to show the contents of this

note, or give copies of it, to the other members of your party.



CLIMATE

New Delhi

This is the dry, pleasant, summer time of the year. It is

sunny, there is practically no rain and the daytime temperature
is somewhere about 75 to 80 degrees. The evenings are cool, down

to 60 degrees. Normal light weight clothing would be comfortable,
no tropical suits really necessary, but a heavy winter suit, even

of the New York type, would tend to be uncomfortable. Good sleeping
weather. No unusual climatic conditions need be expected, except
that occasionally there are dust storms from the interior, but

these, like the rains, at this time of the year are only occasional

and do not last.

Peking

At this time of the year the weather is very cold, ranging
around the zero line, but it is dry, sunny and invigorating. There

is a possibility of snow from moderate to heavy, and also the

possibility of dust storms from the interior. The wind is icy.
Heavy winter clothes are recommended, fur cap if available but not

absolutely necessary, heavy undergarments and some extra sweaters.

The Chinese practice of heating interiors falls somewhere between

the English and the American, in other words, it is moderately
pleasant. The usual practice in Chinese government offices is to

have individual stoves in every room, which means that the part

facing the stove is very hot and the rest is very cold. Hotels

have central heating. Naturally, nothing is known of the availability
of fuel.

Dr. Sze has prepared a memorandum on health precautions during
the trip, together with a medical kit containing medicines. A copy

eeeses Of the memorandum is attached. It gives some useful information.


