
Peking story (American
prisoners in China) -
correspondence, letters and
ca...

HS L 179:79



@?7 Lvrmarstybld samd.

fluié/é? a/v@ - A95Y
S,

27J@WW

Press Pobases cone, the fourth L et 1)

befweenr the m%@%,.fi@kFives ¢7 e

Chinese aunel U S, \&wfiffimjfié@Q



| Press Release
Nl

e ~ PROC/08
Press Office i el  June 211954

‘Delegationof the People's Republic of China

A fourth contact was made thls morning between the representatlve .

of the Delegation of the People's Republic of China and the representatlve_
of the U.S Delegation on the questioncf nationalsofeach side res1d1ng
in the areas of the Sther 51de and the question of Chlnese $tudents in

the U.S The Chinese side put forward succes31vely three proposals
whlch, however, failed to obtain the agreement of,the U.S. side to any

of them, ,

'

| e
;

in order that the stnedutslfiucslancatan“gn1d1ba»wa1 of each side

‘»re81d1ng in the territory of the other s1de will feel assured that their
-

freedom and rlght to return to their motherland whenever they wish are
adequately afflrmed Chire se representatlve Wang Plng-nan proposed that
th - two s1des issue a 301nt communique, and submltted a draft which reads

‘as follows:
:

"The Delegatlon of the People s Republic of Chlna and the Delegatlon

f of the Uhlted States of America to the Geneva Oonference have made contacts 3L
in Geneva on the questlon of overseas natlonals and students. Each of thek;rf

~two sides has 1nd1cated that its government will respect the right of the
1awaab1d1ng nationals and students of the other s1de residing in its terri—\ ‘

tory to leave its territory for their own country. These nationals and
students shall have the freedom to return at any time to their own coun@ry;"

- The U.S, representatlve did not agree to this proposal Mr, wang Jfi5~ghiP
'nan then proposed that the above proposeo text be made a part of the common

records of the two SidesaS€1p01nt of mutual understaLdang. The U‘,S"rePTGS?n
tatlve dld not agree to this proposal elther.

e

Mr. Wang Plng-nan then pointed out that in 1950 the Amerlcan s1de

requested the representatlve of the United Kingdom in Peklng to take charge
of the 1nterest of American natlonals in Chlna. The 31tuatlon prevalllng
at ‘the time nade it 1mposs1ble for the Chlnese Government to conS1der thls

questlon, Mr. Wang Plng-nan s¢ide Since the situationnow has had some

change, Mr. Wang ‘Ping-nan stated, the Chlnese Government thlnks that on

a mutual and equal bas1s such measures could be con51dered-, That,zé to



say,the UsSe could ask the dlplomatlc mis31on in Chlna of a thlrd oountry,,"
whlch has diplomatic relations with both 81des to take charge of ths

1nterest of the U.S. natlonals in Chinaj and s1m11arly, ‘the People s

Republic of China could ask the cltfimolpld mission in the U.S. of a

third country which has diplomatic.relstlons with both sides to take charge

of the interests of the Chinese natlonal and s tudents 1n the U.S.

U.o.representatlve detafis that he cons1dered this suggestlon to be beyoni

the scope of this contact. Mr. Wang Ping=-nan asked the U.S.representatlve

to give this matter further .n01tured1snofl

Chinese representative also furnished the American side today w1th

i the prellmlnary findings concerning the list of Americans dllegedly to

| be held in China which the U.S. side handed 0ver to the Chinese 81de on

June 10. They include such informations as that of Mr. and Mrs. Chrlstlan

who had been grented recently oxit permits and salled from Skanghai on

June 183 and the case of the 11 personnel of a. U.S. Naval patrol plane

and a rescuing plane who have ncver been in the'hands of the Ghlnese sides

These two alrcraft mentioned by the American 31oe plunged into the sea,

tennauticdl miles off Auk of the Nan-au Island 1n Kw“ngtung Province,

. and the Chlnese side had no 1nformatlon as to what happened subsequently

to the crews on these aircrafte. A number of American nationals and

m litary personnel 5 according to ‘these prellmlnary findifhgs, are held

in China because of thelr lathreaklng aethltles, violation 01 the

territorial air or 1ntrus1on into the territorial waters of China.
]
/

L TheUS. representative asserted today that of the 120 Chinese
‘

students, who,according to the Amerlcan side, had been denied perm1s51on

to leave the TS ,a recent survey showed that approximately half of

them now want. to return %o thelr own country. "The UeSs representatlve

also declared that any Chinesc in the U.Seiis en+1rely freé to depart

for any destlnatlon of his choice in accordance with laws of the Ua S. and

pertlnent regulotlons governing the erutrflped of allens.

Commentlng on today's contact between the'two sides, Huang Hua,

spokesman of the Delegation of the Poople s Republlc of China, pointed out

tflht as a result of the pressurc placed by the UsSe Immlgratlon a;thorltles
.

upon the Chinese studenps and nationals in the U.S. who had applied for

leaving the U.S.,a great number of Chinese students and natlonals have

'igrave»apprehenSIOns,' Some of those who applled for return, for 1nstance,‘



were subgected to 1nterrogatlon as long as fourhours xby the US.

Immlgratlon althorltles without perm1331on to have a lawyer w1th them,»
and they were placed under the danger of belng charged of per;ury It
is belleved that once the reasons for their apprehen31ons are removed s

many of the 5 000 Chlnese students in the U.S. will apply for return-

P01nt1ng out that +he U.S, representatlve had declared thatany
Chinese in the U.S. is entlrely free to depart for any destlnatlon of
hlS choice, Mr., Huang Hua expressed the hope that thls promlse w1ll be
carrled out by the U.S Government. . e e

Itmight be recalled that-in.the last contact, Mr. Wang Plng—nan
s

2 1nformed the U.S. side that it is the practlce of the ChinesedeernmentLl
consider communtation or an early release for any of the.lawhbreakrngg,

eAnerlcans noulmprlsoned ;g his behav1or is goody v
ol

: na

At the end of todays contactit was agreed that each 31de should

matlon when 1t 1s avalhable.
i



THE GENEVA CONFERENCE USDEL/39 (PR/26)
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND JUNE 21, 1954

In continuance of the effort to obtain the relesase of Unitet
States citizens imprisoned or otherwise detained in Communist
China, Ambassador U, Alexis Johnson met again on June 21 with a

representative of the Chinese Communist Delegation. In this
fourth meeting Ambassador Johnson made the following statement
on United States policy regarding the departure of Chinese from
the United States: "Any Chinese in the United States is

entirely free to depart for any destinationhe wishes in accord-
ance with the laws of the United States and pertinent regula-
tions governing the departure of allens."

In the last meeting the Communist Chinese representative
requested that certain Chinese students in the United States who
had been denied permission to leave be allowed to return to
their homelandand Ambassador Johnson at that time stated he
would request that their status be reviewed by the United States
Government on the basis of applicable United Ctates laws and
regulations. :

Today Ambassador Johnson informed the Chinese Communist
representative that g general survey of Chinese in the detained

category had already been completed and that 1t has been learned

ghat approximately one half no longer wish to leave the United
tates,

He further stated that a review of those who still wish to
leaveis now in progress. The review of fifteen cases in that

category has been completed and in each case the Attorney General
of the United States is now prepared to permit their departure
from the United States, The Chinese Communist representative
was handed a list of their names, Ambassador Johnson pointed
out that the United States Government had acted swiftly to re-

examine the cases of detained Chinese and again urged that the

Chinese Communists take action to expedite the release of

imprisoned Americans, He also said that as the review of the
cases of the remaining detained Chinese is completed the
Chinese Communist representative will be notified of the results.

~ The Chinese Communist representative then took up the lists
of detained Americans which had been submitted in the second

meeting by Ambassador Johnson and furnished some preilminary
information as to persons on those lists, This information will
be communiceted Lo reiaiives through appropriate Unitsd States

Government agensies, The Chinsse Communist repressnbative sald
that inveatigation and examination of the cases of debtained
Amerizans is proceeding and that he would notify Ambassador Sag

Johnson when information wegarding the dispositicn of their case

becomez svailable, j

Ambassador Johnso:



~2=

Ambassador Johnson stated he could not agree to a proposal
advanced by the Chinese Communist representative that a joint
communique be issued as to the policies of the two sides with
respect to nationals of the other. He pointed out that he had
already made clear what the policy of the United States Govern-
ment was with respect to the departure of alien Chinese from
the United States,

Ambassador Johnson further stated his belief that the
principal task remaining concernsthe exchange of information
on the progress of the investigations and as to what action is
being taken by the respectlive sides, He felt that the exchange

~of such information can be adequately handled by staff officers.
The Chinese Comumunist representative agreed that staff officers
could be appointed to carry out this function.

*



“PHE GENEVA CONFERENCE USDel 41 (PR 29)GENEVA, CONFERENCE JULY 21, 1954

Carrying on the effort to obtain the release of
Americans imprisoned or otherwise detained in Communist
China, Alfred le S, Jenkins, a member of the United States
Delegation met again today with a representative of the
Chinese Communist Delegation, Mr, Pu Shan,

Called by the Chinese Communist Delegation, today'smeeting was marked with a statement by Mr. Pu that the exit
permit applications of six American nationals currentlyheld in Communist China have been approved by Chinese
Communist authorities. They ares

HOTZ, Ernest

LENZER, Reuben

LOMBARD, Linus

MAYE, John B,

MULLIN, Lawrence

PATTISON, Alfred Peter

The Chinese Communist representative stated further
that the cases of other detained Americans are still under
review, Mr., Jenkins expressed the hope that these detained
Americans would be released shortly,

At the meeting on June_21. the ghinese Communist repre-sentative was informed ga@eéfi%?fiafit s of fifteen Chirese
students, previously prevented from leaving the United
States in accordance with pertinent United States laws and
regulations, had been completed and the Attorney General of
the United States was prepared to permit their departure if
they desired to leave. At today's meeting Mr, Pu was told
that these fifteen students have now been notified that they
are free to leave the United States,

Mr, Jenkins informed him further that the cases of other
Chinese students desiring to le ave the United States for
Communist China are still under review. Any information
concerning them will be t ransmitted as soon as it is
received, ‘


