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6 February 1959

Mr, Tekoah visited me today at his request, and, in the course of

our talk, said that he wished to inform me of a matter that he was in-

structed to bring to our attention but that he preferred not to bother

the Secretary-CGeneral with yesterday.

He said the matter in question concerns the new generator on
Mount Scopus which has been installed and is operating. The Israeli
authorities have now received word from UNTSO (on the 5th of February)
that beginning with the convoy on the 18th of February no more butagas
is to be allowed in the convoys. General Van Horn is said to have in-
formed Biran that UNTSO views this prohibition as a "matter of principle",
on the basis of the Urrutia Agreement (i.e., the new generator arrangement
being conditional on stopping the butagas supply). The Israeli authorities
. understand that there has been no Jordanian protest.

General Ven Horn is said to have informed the Israelis that the
UNTSO ruling is firm but that the question could be taken up with UN
Headquarters.

. Tekoah says that the message indicates that the Israelis, being
confronted with this ruling on the basis of principle, are themselves
taking a strong opposite position also as a matter of principle.

Tekoah swears that the subject of butagas was never mentioned in
the Urrutia discussions., He does recall, however, that in the meeting
I had in Eytan's office last spring, at which Tekoah was present, I

read a cable ff-om Urrutia in which he said that butagas was not to be
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allowed in the convoys after the new generator would be installed.
Tekoah reiterated that butagas had not been discussed with Urrutia,
He indicated, however, that the Israelis would be prepared to a limi-

tation on the amount of butagas allowed as was done in the case of the

benzine,




