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17 January 1959

I need not tell you how much I aprreciated the arrangements made

for re in Cairo. I know too well how difficult it may be to organise
the time and the work for people in the position of the President or

 of yourself when many conflicting duties call for atiention at the

same time. I therefore know how to value fully all the time the President
and you gave to our discussions,

'

e

Our talks, which covered such a wide range of subjects, were as

always most helpful. Regarding lhe specific points which we had to

straighten out I think we did our duty and arrived at satisfactory
- arrangements., ,

|

.

: On the basis of the Cairo contact I sent the instructions to
‘

Generalvon Horn which I showedto you. I also communicatedwith Jordan
~ in line with my draft on the questions referring to their problems. Re-

~

garding the UNEF guestions I hope to get matlers settled in the Advisory
Committee on Honday. s :

:

aa

[/ In spiteof the results of our talks I find to my regret that in
some respects our difficulties continue. Here I have to raise with you

urfently one point regarding which, in fact, you asked me to keep you

fully informed. I refer to the transit of oil trucks to Jordan. An of-

ficial statement of mine to the effect that you had conveyed to me the

information that all the difficulties had been oversome, was, as you

will remember, sent to Amman on é January with your approval. In sub-
‘sequent telephonic contacts that the Jordan authorities and the United

Petrol Company have had during the last ten days with Damascus officials,
the answer given by these officials has alWiays been that "the matter is

under consideration”, They have given no indication as to when it may
be settled. A similar stand seems to have been taken by the Syrian member

of the United Arab Republic Delegation to the Economic Council of the

Arab League in Cairo, when he admitted that there was a delay, but stated

that this delay was due to the fact that the matter still needed practical
consideration by the Syrian authorities. , :

:

e el
His Bxcellency

H¥inister for Foreign Affairs of
the United Arab Hepublic,

Cairo, Egypt.
|
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In the light of our discussions, also with thePresident,you
 understand that I am disappointed. The later developmentsseem to point
 beyond the "busy-body" reactions of officials down the line and indicate

 the continued existence of real difficulties, contrary to the information

conveyed to you. Hore than two months have now passed after the promise
was given by Caire that there would not be any obstacles to oil transit,

 but still the ratter is said, by the Syrian authorities, to be under

consideration. I may guess what the trouble may be, but I find very dif-
ficult to explain to others what has the outer appearance of a failure
to follow through on a clear commitment. I feel sure that you would like

. to look into the matter again, so as to avoid the atmosphereso irrita-
 tingly being disturbed by the buzzing of this small fly. =

~ One smaller matter to which I may have to revert later is the

drastic increase of the fee charged for transit of phosphate trucks

 which has raised the cost of delivery to Beirut by one dollar per ton.

I have mentioned this jroblem before and, although not so urgent, it
- is a part of the picture whichI continue to find awkward. Tt

~ Flease present my respectful thanks to the President and give
- my warm personal regards to Madame Fawzi.

et

i aE
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-~ I need not tell you how much I appreciated the arrangements made

for re in Cairo. I know too well how difficult it may be to organise
the time and the work for people in the position of the President or

of yourself when many conflicting duties call for attention at the

same time, I therefore know how to value fully all the time the President
and you gave to our discussions.
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: Cur talks, which covered such a wide range of subjects, were as

always most helpful. Regarding the specific points which we had to

straighten out I think we did our duty and arrived at satisfactory
arrangements,
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On the basis of the Cairo contact I sent the instructions toe =

General von Horn whichI showed to you. I also communicated with Jordan
in line with my draft on the guestions referring to their problems. Re-

~ garding the UNEF questions I hope to get matters settled in the Advisory
~ Committeeon Honday. :

: In spite of the results of our talks I find to my regret that in
~

some respects our difficulties continue. Here I have to raise with you

urfently one point regarding which, in fact, you asked me to keep you
- fully informed. I refer to the transit of oil trucks to Jordan. An of-

ficial statement of mine to the effect that you had conveyed to me the

information that all the difficulties had been oversome, was, as you
will remember, sent to Amman on 6 January with your approval. In sub-

~ sequent telephonic contacts that the Jordan authorities and the United

Petrol Company have had during the last ten days with Damascus officials,
the answer given by these officials has alfays been that "the matter is
under consideration”. They have given no indication as to when it may
be settled. A similar stand seems to have been taken by the Syrian member
of the United Arab Republic Delegation to the Econowmic Council of the

Arab League in Cairo, when he admitted that there was a delay, but stated
that this delay was due to the fact that the matter still needed practical

~

consideration by the Syrian authorities.
3

; ‘/ .

‘

His Excellency
_ Dr, Mahmoud Fawzi,

Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the United Arab Republic,

Cairo, Egypt. :
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In the light of our discusaiem, also uith the President, m
understand that I am disappointed. The later developments seem to point
beyond the "busy-body" reactions of officials down the line and indicate
the continued existence of real difficulties, contrary to the :lnfemtian
conveyed to you. Hore than two months have now passed after the promise
was given by Cairo that there would not be any obstacles to oil transit,
but still the matter is said, by the Syrian authorities, to be under
consideration. I may guess what the trouble may be, but I find very dif-
ficult to explain to others what has the outer appearance of a failure
to follow through on a clear commitment, I feel sure that youwould like
to look into the matter again, so as to avoid the atmosphere so .irrita-
td.ngly beingdisturbed by the buzzing of thia small fly. :

 One smaller matter to which I may have to revert later is the

,

dmatie.finercm' of the fee charged for transit of phosphate trucks
:

- which has raised the cost of delivery to Beirut by one dollar per ton.
I have mentioned this problem before and, although not so urgont, it

is a part of the picture which I continue to find awkward.

 Please present my respectful thanks to the Px'naidant and gi.u z

"y warm personal regards to Kadm Fausi. :
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diplomatic self-exercises on stubborn but blessedly silent trees.

 This pleasure, however, was somewhat disturbed by the message of 11
Februaryto whichI have slready given you my resction, butI trust
that the disturbances, as so often in the past, will driftaway as
mmmmmmm&MMIQmfimMm
fmmm&

:

wmfhmfmxmtimtahtm&meflmw&g&!
lettor of 5 February and the preceding letter and message, are all
taken care of as far us Cairo is concerned, and you add, wmexamh,

 that the question of tramsit; which recently has not given us any :

worries, now, in the next few weeks, mtfnmj.mmhmfi
M&tamwrm&magmt

:

wrmmmmmmmmgWautmt, ifI
take it that it covers also my instruction to the Chief-of-Staff w

 undertake a full study of the local situstion in the border ares
 between Th> Syrian Region and Israel? That would lesve us only with

~ the question of %o what extent your people can zive Ceneral von Horn :

- the assistunce that he will need. ,cmmn;mflflum&&mhI
to go all the way, so that finully we will have a solid basis for Tt

measures in order to get this specific local infection out of the
~

body polities; it is also zbout time that the world at large should get
- & balanced picture of what the real situationis (I take for grented
“,mmmmfimumarfimwotumtmni:wtaht
ntmaarm;mtafthclm); =

: In your mmmmmuaflmntwafimreflh :

visit to Amman or other Arsb capitals. I hope that it will comeabout
nawmifimmfimmmwumnfiztmw :

-

supporting mmm

His Excellency
:

Dr. Mabmoud Fawsi e
:
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- nthmsh, intrapolatedby the usual series of W shocks
~ and bumps, our drive has recently on the whole been fairly smooth-

- which partly is explained by the faet tmfl the mm qu»tm» 5
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far yuns entirely outside the UN framework. = s

I have given some time to thinking over the UNRWA question
and hope soon to be able to semd to Calro Mr. Sherwood Moe -~ who
was for some yesrs with UNR¥A but is now working on the 38th floor —

with & first draft of my report in his pocket for consultation. In

 April - after getting preliminary comments from the Host Governments-
I will try to give & final shape to the report. I amreasonably

:

‘satisfied with our approsch although I kmow that anmybody who writes

‘about refugees is bound to stir up noises and to consume pari of
mggwm capital he may still have in the Hiddle Esstern

'

A complication is that the only promising approach to the pre-
- pentation of the refugee problem is one which emphasizes its economic

 gepects. I know th.t, in the minds of suspicious people, this may be
~ used for attempts to torpedo the economic development efforts and
 that, therefore, the presentation must be made with the utmost care.

- But it is absurd to argue s if what renders an integration of the
refugees in the life of the ares in accordance with previous decisions
impossible at present— and at the best very time-consuming - is
only the political aspects of the matter while we know that even if

* there were no political complications, UNRWA would still have to com-

Wheneveryou find s possibility to enlightenme more on the
economic development offorts, I would be most grateful to you for
some lines. You kmow that I attach just as much imporiance to that
part of Middle-Nestorn policies as you do, and thet I lock with just

-

@s much hope to ite poscible results. I am sure that your continued =
hibernction will give you all the spring energy necessary for an

;

effective contribution, both to the success of the economic policy
‘

MM'malflemytmremwammmtmm
_ genseatmosphereof brotherhood in the Arab part of the world.
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