
Middle East conflict -
Jordan. Amman files: Middle
East conflict - Jordan. ...

HS L 179:106a



0457 Hawua rolol(s samu

2u,  Correspondice (4565
fo D{? Hammars :%fé}’iz’fFrom PR 5,0)#1@&(4 :

(Eurof" 06[’?&0 o;l the (.1.
Cemé«/@)



EUROPEAN OFFICE Bl OFFICE EUROPEEN

5F THE UNITED NATIONS A2 ) "7", DES NATIONS UNIES

‘slégramanwe| UNATIONS, GENEVE
{oléphone 1 $31000 380000 3300 ;

: Palals des Natlons

:

GENEVE

wr. Men  PERSCNAL AND CONFIDENTTAL
(& ragpelerdans la répenss)

- March 1st, 1961

Dear Dag,

Yhen L left Amnan, about ten days Ago, the atimosphere there

waa relatively relaxed and hopeful 3 the King ploused at having

finally made up his mind sbout stopping the anti - U.A.R, propigondaj

the Prime Minisxter guite sntisfied at seeing his popularity on the

{ncrease in Jordan, espacially on the Yest Bankj the Mininter of

Foreign Affairs proudly convincéd that the cease=fire in propugnndg

{s a result of his own work at the Bagdad Conference, I hope that

their bPlissful state of mind may last and that the King will continue

1o ignore, as he assuredwe hs would, all further provocations (nt

lenst verbal ones) from the other side,

My feeling is that the King'l decision was for the main part

determined by the fact that the great mnjority of his subjects,

including meny of his supporters, had started to resent thi- lengthy

and useless propsagands campaign and felt that more time ond sttention

should be given to intermsl economic and social problems 1nntcud. ¥

gnthared this impresaion from many conversations I had with the King

and from what Sanlir told me abonut his various and quite frequent

meetings with him, It seems, and 1 heard so from several sources

including Seair, that Hussein has recently been pltying vith the ides

of holding & general election which would lay the base for a mnev kind

of government in which all the political tendencies of the country

would be represented,

o
Mr. Dag Ramnarskjoeld,
Secretary—ienaral,
United Nations,
NES YORK,
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As far as the penaral political sftuation in the Middle

East is concerned, I feel that there are some signs now of a

tendency towarils less strained relations between tha Arab countries,

This tendency is caused, perhaps, by s groving preoccupation of

many political Arab leaders with certain new aspacts of the Israelien

policys by a certain restraint in the attitudeof President Nasser,

vbo_is ‘presumably interested in avoiding open eomities which ;ould
:

veaken the role he is trying to assume in the Afro-Asistic world;

by an active and to a certain extent convincing effort of the Iragian

leaders = and particularly of Jawnd = to 'induce the other Governmants

1o annroach the me-b¥--- = ° it/ i
- i

:

Yt is too early, naturally, to say whether this stmosphers

of "ditente” is going to last, but 1 cannot help fecling that we .

risk ( 1 ) going through a period of relative calm in that region,

notvithat#nd!ng the very recent oral outburst of President Nasser

sgainst one of the main political groups of Lebanon, and his con-~

tinued reference to "the slaves of imperialism®,

I am sorry to claim some of your time and attention for the

Middla Fast at . Qomcnt when you sre facing so meny other complex

and vital problema, But I thought it worthwhile to complete my

reports from Amman with ageneral comment on the situation in this

region which, strangely enough, seems to give no otfiidonmi reason

for pessimism,
During my last conversations with the King and the Prime

Maoister we egreed, on the assumption that the niiuution would

continue to give no cause for concemn, that my visits to Jordan

could from now on be less frequent,

(P.P. Spinoi 14)

BT ™ QS VRS JPERT VIO ¥ POV IGH L0’ JER. < NLrAOY P S0 N0 AR 3 y e it st .. . s s e s i Lot itint ost i
o



EUROPEAN OFFICE
OFFICE EUROPEEN

OF THE UNITED NATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Télégramrms1 UNATIONS, GENEVE
Teldyhone | 331000 B0 BN

Palals des Nations

GENEVE

o aia
' a3 April 1961

farsonil nnd Confildeotiel

1 have been in touch with Amnan during the last fav days

sahout the recent happenings theree The information I have received

gp till nov more or less confirms what the world press has lately

been relatincs.
.

Aoisela havinzg realjned hovw arall the chauncss wers of reaching

a=y rar] atanding agrecrant with any other Arsb Statea oo an anti-U.A.Re

policy, has pow declded to try to come to & dircct undarstinding with

Nossare Things ere slivly taking shane {n the direction desired by

Hosaetn and bBis popularity hus, it wseems, fncrassed all over the country,

byt p&rtichlirly po on the Veat Ranke

Wrile theee denliogs betwnsn Avman and Cairo had been going on

{ .t tnny weeks, during the last few days the {ntarnal situatjon of Jordmn

}..x sh-an teadancles to corplicate Ltsolf ip srcount of the open rift

t.tveen the most Snfluential lasders of the Army, 1 om not inclinedat
all (ns far as'I can judga the sitantion from Geneva) to link this military

fetd in any way Lo the effurts towards a rapprochement between Jordan and

the UeheRe 1t §s, according to ree, just a phase of the long—existing
struggle for suprezacy in the Army betwsaen the two of the most importent

groups of Tranejordan tribes, Najali and Beni Sakr, As such a elash has

never, at any rate not during my "time", come to the fore so openly, I an

wfrald that eove more interral complications may be expsoted,

;

I em planning to mske a routine viait to the Midila Eas% before the

¢+ of the month,

J ahouald like to confirm my impressions about the Sudanese attitude

towards the contination of thelr participution in the UNe military forces,

~

The majorlity of the Sudsnese laadars feel that they cannot afford in

the lonn rin to be abrent from such-a silitary operation, and the President

{x looking for a propitious moment and an appropriste "formula®™ to take n

Aecisian whioh, by the way, was announcedby hia as being under considerqtion

{n a reacent press intsrvierhe gave to toe "Dully Telegraph".
: As I already reporisd, the real and onlv sore point is thelr lack

of ~caflience §n the military cormund in Leog I wondér {f the offer of one

n? the mosé lradrtant opsrational or other posts fa that commnnd to n Sudanese

officar smight not prove to be a decisive factor in the wholas problem.

Mr, Dag Hhmnvarskjoeld,
Secratary—=Gonerel,
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One of the points I mentioned in New York has beasan more

or less settled in one of those incredible ways so typical of

this part of the world. The mesaenger of the local UAR Emdassy

who was arrested here last month found - how, nobody knows ~

nis own way out of the military prison and returned to hie

snbassy, The Jordanians, after having thought of invading the

enbassy, limited themnmslves to keeping a more intense check on

1t. Talhouni, who ahowed to me for the firot time a real sense

of numour, grected the UAR Charge d'Affairs at our UN Day 1e—

coption with the quentiont "May we express our best wishes on

the happy return of the lost soul?” -
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