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. I feel that it may be useful to put om psper some of the
views I expressed to you in the ecurse of our recent conversation,
I an sure thet you may wisch to bring to the attention of your
Government this appraisal of the situatiom and my ressecns for
. ‘eoncern about tha unsatisfactory outcome so far, of the discussions
of various practical problems, -

You will have ¢bsorved that in my report on the development
slong the Israel/Jordsn Demareation Line of 3 Aungust 1956, I stated
that I 414 not eireuvlate those parts of the report of the Chief of
Staff whish concerned other aspects of the UN sctivities in the ares,
such as local arrengements send the develepment in the demilitsriszed.
gones. Thé reasom was that those parts of the report referred to
questions concerning which negotistions were not yet concluded, Ny
intention in taking this stend wan, as you certainly appresiate,

to kecp open the ehances for & positive cutcame of the discussion
on varicus pending questicns., For your information I enclose those
- parts of the paport of the Chief of Btaff conserning loecal arrange-
" monts and the dovelopment in the demilitarised gones which wers mot
. eireulated, These extroets give a good survey of questions whieh

_st42) heva.te be_solvede . . . -....

At my roesnt talks in Jerusalem I left the sottlement of the
‘various pending quostimns, whish fall within the erdit of the direst
responsibilities of the Chief of Staff, to further dissusslons
betweon him spd the Xsranld suthorities, limiting wyself to such
obgervations of a gensral pature as I counsidered relevant to the
csee. However, this cbviously does not msum that I disinterest
myself in the outeme of those discussions, On’ the eontrary,
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under my mardates from the Security Coumeil of 4 Aprid and A
Juns 1956, I am urde@ en obligstion to use ny best endeavours
wet only to reducs tansion along the armistice demarcation lines,
but to fwxbher the implementation of various arrangements which
wers erumorated by the Sscurity ¢ouncll amd which, all of them,
are brought into focue by those problems which the Chlef of Staff
" has to seltle with the Ieraeli authorities, Enler these mandates
I comsider b my duty to repord to the Sscurity Couneil importanmt
~ developmert s, in & favowrable er im an wnfavourable dirsction,
" changing $he situation as eet oud 1o my report of 6 Nay. A mnege-
tive outvorw of present discussions would definitely oblige me
to go on record with the Sacorily Comnadl, as fallures to reach
~ the desired resulds wuld, each by itself and evgn more 90 taken
. together, reprenard a further merious departurs from full womplianee
with the amistice agradments and from the organisational arrange~
' mopts envisaged bty the Security Councils : -

. The questions of obssrver arrengerenis im the Tiberias ares
. ..and for the B Awla Dewilitarized Zone will egalm be taken up with
 the Iarssli suthoritiss by the Chief of Staff, Ho will likewise
" take wp agaln the relevart develoymenta concerning the MAGC mestings
' ot EX Awja epd the-fortificstion works in the Denilitarized Zones
o which tha Armistics Agreements themselves lend special importance.
©  As the matters have boen pending for too long already, I feel that
 these ronawed corbacts mmst bring us to the finnl poimt, whether it
bs positive or pogative. X do mob ecomsider $hal much vors time
" ghould be moedsd for final deoisions, snd X do Hod find thet we
 ean grant ourselves much time 4f the situation is not to become
_ oms in which the confidence im She United Kations itself might be

o : With reforence to the statensnd 28 June of Mr. Ben Gurion to |
e cer-ghe” Chlel of £8aTE, X have, personally, te trixg wp again the question
2Y D af the saviding of the Demarcatisn Iins eround the Qasa Birip. 1 i
" wish to etress the eomeiderable frportance I atiach to a speedy amd
- satdsfactory soluticn aleng the lines propossd by Oencral Burnse -
. Jrreapective of various regreitabla incidents which have recsntly
. feken place in the Gasa avea, X f2ol that » failure %o mark the
 Demaression Iine and to find propwr arrangesssty for meetings of
1 MG 2] Flmat , B "“f‘.’ i. E ol e Ll ' ‘wv"t ; it ;
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the “gyptian-Israeld Mixed Armistice Commission rirht seriously
endanger the success of our efforts in that area, To rlelay
arran-enente eoneldered mecential for the strencthenin; of “he
cersy fire by difficultiez raiged from the Israel! silde, would le
2 poldey which - seen in confunction with verious recent incidents,
indicating @ laxer obsarvance of lia caase fire arpangonents wnon;
israell troops in the ares - mirht put lsreel in a 1kt which,
i eure, would be misleading, I therafore earaestly hope 4hat the
Covernwent will sec its way to aceepting the proposals of the
Chief of Staff alszo as they concern the rarking of the Desiarc:ztion
Line,

T spoke to you « and 1 spotk here — with ;reat franknes:z,
bezsuse I feoel in duty 'cind to give a ¢ ear pleture of how I ene
Visare the mitwtion cre-ted by the lon; drawn ont ciffersrcos oM
ceming varlour procticel arrungements, It 2 my firm hopu that
in ihis lzst round of ncpgotiitions concerning the pemding cuest jone
the Covermment of Israsl will see its way to wocepting of our pro~
torals or rejuesta, They are voderale snd inspired only by & wigh
to r3sist in the saintenance of pesceful conditions, They are, 1
should add, tite very miniavm we huve to demand vo fulfil our
oblirationy under the /rmlstice Agressents and the releva i Sceeurity
Council decicions, I have whet I believe to Lo a Pull understanding
of the problems of Israel, but having that understandin;, I still
cannct sce why you do net accept.the requests or proposila for
action reyarding the watters referred to in thls letter; the
arpuments of a formal or lagel nature which nave heen fiven, rarkly,
do not seem to tue to carry decisive weight, or even in all cases ‘o
Le correct, : :

Tou will certainly appreciste that the final outcom: will have
& bearing on my efforts to be of assistance ard on the chance of
their leading to the desired improvement fn the peneral eituaticn,
Trusting the wish of your Government to pive me all support, i hone
thet, in the 1isht of what 1 have said, it will help me "y a“spiedy
and fuvourable solution to the pending practical suestions,

Yours sincerely,

"




17 October 1956

Dear Mr, Kidron, <

I have pow received tha parts of Mr. Ben-Gurion's stat-ment in
the "Knesset" which réfer to the United Natlons and the Armistice
regime. : '

I have read 4t with all the understanding that I can bring to
bear on his attitude. Having gone out of ny way again aml again in
order to render the wmost justice to Israel's difficultles ant
viewpoints, having avoided anything but what under strict rules ot
law was pecesssry as to the relationship botween Israel un! Lhe
United Nations, I find in the speech a sweeping public inddctment
of the United Nations and its agenis, repeating im a sharpenecd fori
allegations, many times discussed between us in detail. Mr. Gen-
Gurion ¢anmot have failad to understand that these allcgations ars
founded on an interpretation of facts and law which, at least, is
cpsn to serious and homest differcnces of opinion. Howaever, therc
1» mot in his speech any indieation of the possibility that the
United Netions may have reasons for its stand which deserve consie
derations

1 regret deeply that this official stand should be ¥r. ben-
Guriont's first words after my last letter and the long exchange of
viows that it ended. Im 1y treatment of the Palestine problem
pothing now seens to remain but the duties of the shief execulive
officer of the Organization comcerning the rele of which MNr. den=
Curion has so clearly indicated his views, Ay

Hr.'lbrdecai Re Kidron ;

Deputy Representative of Israel
to the United Nations

15 East 70th Street

liew York 21. NeXo




