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‘U. Si ‘Vee Setifaetto
.n Canal- Clearmg Effort

The New York Times, Tuesday 25 December 1956

Offlczal Sources Assert Mam Obstacle
H as Been British-F rencit I nszstence
o on Uszng All of Salvage F leet

i
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3 WASIﬂNéTON Dec. 24—
|State Department, officials said
‘|today. they were ‘satisfied with
,Um’ted Nations progress toward
.k cl( ‘;"mg the Suez Canal,

{ They said they had no ‘com-
|plaint to make against Secretary
|General Dag Hammarskjold or
|the Egyp'élan authomtles

The main cause of dlfflcultles
|they reported, has been British
and French insistence until a
few days ago that if any of the
'Bntlsh-French salvage fleet par-
txclpa.ted in elearihg the oanal
all must partmxpate. ¢
They added ‘however, that last
‘Friday the ‘British and French
agreed to let a part of their
fleet participate as United Na-
||tions volunteers. To this the
iEgyptla.ns ecreed, they said.

The dlspute now, the offi
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B By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT

Special to The New York ’l‘lmes o

‘ling' any pressure to bear on the
[United Nations in the Middle

of British and French pa.rtxclpa-‘
tion, The State Department offi-
cials made these remarks i res
ply to British and French com<
plamts and demands.

Officials of ﬂne two countries
have complained that Mr. Ha,mJ
marskjold and fus representa-
tives . in Egypt were  being

“‘pushed around” by ‘the Egyp-:
tians. They have demanded that
the. United States take a strong-
er pos;tlon, baékmg up the au-!
thority of the “United Nations|
and putting: direct pressure o) rJ
Pre51dent Gamal Abdel Nasser!
“lof Egypt to permit Brmsh-é
French parttcxpatmn in cleanng}
he canal. e

/The British a.n& FrenCh ‘have
msasted that the only one bring-i

13

Jthat in consequence )
'tary General usually did just

er Hammafrsk]old with a sail-|*
 |boat.
- |by whatever wind blows strong-

. lest)” the official said.

|formally conveyed to the State|
§Deggrtment ~As one dlplomat

Secr
iwhat President Nasser wanted.|
Since British and French politi- "
cal pressure is at ‘present inef-|
Hfective, the argument continued, |
_|it is up to the United Nations to|:
loffset President Nasser's actlvx- ;
ties. : ]
One of the officials compared'
“His course is determined
~ 1
These views have not been|

put’it: “It might be thought in-
deho@te for us to speak in thls.
way just no ;

Competent S!cate Department,
s|officials 'tend to minimize the’
importance of Brltlsh French.
partxelpatloh in the canal clear-
ing job. They. said i
understanding that. 2
Raymond A. Wheeler, ,Umted
States Army,_retlred in charge
of United Nations clearance op-
erations, could do the work with-
out British or French help. With-
out their partwlpatxon, the'_offx-
cials remarked, “1t wont“’cake
much longer.”

They recalle )ii that bhe ite
Nations General Assembly had.
approved Mr, Hammarskjold’s
initial report, in which he said
he could undertake. the task
without the participation - of
countries that had be

East ‘was Pre51dent Nasser and Ha

-|States official %emarked,
‘lhave gained" the strong impres-!

p gettmg “the job done quickly!
: agamst the importance of avoid--
|ing anything. that would provoke
|| violent incidents. ’ !

'one Umted‘
£ ‘(We

“In any case,”

ion that Mr. Hammarskjold 1s[




