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same letter writtento Mr. Jarring, 20 Becember 1956
Permanent Representative of Sweden.

,

pDear. Mr. Gripenberg,
In comnection with the United Nations rnpmc&buity for the clumm

:

of the Sues Canal, it has become olear that it will be necessary to provide
4 suall corps of eivilian police to work with and supplement the mm :

responsibility for the maintenance of security in connection with the
clearance operstion.

Since this has become a matter of great urgency, as it appears wm;
that United Nations clearance operations will begin Sunday, it would seem

necessary to secure the initial personnel for the eivilian pelice from
:

~ the United Ralions Emergency Force contingents., The SeeretarvaGeneral feels

th.nmwomnmnummmnunamimumna
personnel would be the Swedish and Finnish units, since in the one case, they
mmlmmm‘, udiumethorm, volugteers are included in
the unit,

- The mmmmawummi.caucnuthm
~

Government securing its mthummtmmnm
muht»trmflmwmmmmron”n%torafla

 vige. ”nflhuufimfiummmrommmmflhpMuwwW'!'
corresponding to our Field Service Security persemnel. rmmuuum
but would be dressed in civilian am,mammnummm, and

finally, wmhmrmummmmtn positions in the
~ United Hations Emergency Force upon nlfi ulphncu of mir nuieo in the

Canal clearsnce operation. :

’

mamwmw»muuumwmnnmwm
attention to this matter.

Yuy u‘ncouly .:ywra.

 His Excellency, = - Andrew ¥, ew.
- 7. Oescgs 4u Qnipwabeiy,  Executive Am:t:at to
- Permanent Representative of Finland to the Secretary-Generalthe United Nations, :

;

: S .

,

41 East 50th Street,
New York 22, N.Y.



Must inform you in comnexion with Katzins UNEFGA 27 that situation ve
~

British ships is not settled as deseribed. Have difficulty just now in
. eontacting parties, Katain on way to Port Said, mmmmmu

wduabumat@fim&mgfi%w%%mfm

mmémmmmzmummmm,mumm
_

days and the other four thirteen days. This is deep contradiction with schedule
 mentionedcable 27, last night Younis left word Katain myself that OK wes

granted alnmaa. Katzin had every reason to believe ehmmmsm

were isbasis eable 27 which had alreadybeen cleared withYounisand was basis
'

m*awiuiu&m with President last night. kn um message was sent mm

'afm‘tWWcmmmnmmmnmwamm
.mmmfimafi_.mflgnimigabfo‘ Is on way to Ismailia, Am

:

'mnmmwmaugmwmmmrmswmnm. I will

A'mmmmupvmmmaumzm aimfimwlmrhb;mtX

amn hope neverthelessm clearance arrangements can .mnfim

. mimwcvahnfiM @pymm mmmtmmum

'*nm&wm

~ Underlined word as per copy received



70:  SEGRETARY GENRAL
RN CORIRR GATRO

. DATE: 30DECEMEER1956
. WBEm: WEGAD

MY neeting with President arranged for 7uw-r.;» -



SECRETARY GENERAL

CORDIER, GAIRO

31 DECEMBIR 1956

wEPcA 31

Have just returned from 4 hour conversation with the President, none

others present, Conversation covered very wide field including all topics

requested by you.

~

Talked over canal clearance questions in detail, He confirmed formally use

of British ships which we will transmit to you in detail, He rechecked with

me precise number of ships present at various intervals in January and agreed

o the progru of phaseout. In course conversation question arose regarding

use6 ships down canal, I told h:bn‘mt we would adhere to principle of the
‘

free use of mimt but in practice would not invoke it since in any case
we are using the 4 German ships for that purpose, Very snxious have us get
started and promised to Yook inta the question of me‘elomi south of

'

EL Cap, That task should have been completed either today or will be tomorrow,
~

Many other questions regarding cansl including Younis Whesler nmi.mmpa,.
- finaneing canal, mkthap-, um&eatiom md lighting and permanent settle-

ment were discussed.
On question of civilian peliu he accepted prinoiplo af ‘wateh on ship- '

~

under Wheelers dirost&an but we agreed that such personnel should be intcmm

 wAth grewyfshe made special point of complete separatien WIEF from this form

 security vhich of course I fully endorsed ssprineiple o which you strongly
©

sdnered. Personally belie that practicalvalue watch might fade out within



7

:

mtho

I prosmted straag case for Brazilian tmgnfimc and came bnck to mbjoot :

|

repeatedly. He indieatcd that he wuld confer ws.th hs.n colleague: tommw
:

~ and eable Fawzi. I keep fingers muod but hopo thut his ancm will bc

 affirmative. Bngaged in dstailed discussion role UNEF in Sinai and Gasa.

Also qmat.im future Palestine mblcn.
vv

s

On question British French and Egyptian Jewish nationals had thorwsh

discussion in which he recognized walue of .mifiarcdm

Hc apoku repeatedly with high cpprcehtim your work He is ttmgzar

convinced of value of warld.ng through UN on all pending questions,
‘

He am].yud American z'ela during pnt twa months in sp!.rit of dup

)lppmmtian.

mmmuylmmhmfireporniH maaflpmxdmflA muod.

Teol satisfied with r«ultl our mission. Plan leave Cairo Learyplane
’

tmrx'ow afternoon, In Bcimt ewm:lsht. llav:lng PM for New York ?uuday

|

v'mtnm -

Warm ngarda.

% Underlined word as per cppy



Chiffertelegram frémn UD till FN-representationen i New York
den 30 december 1956,

Dnr, 135, Edert chiffer 115, Urgent. Top secret frén Cordier
'tO Ha ’b.ldo« 7t

eturned to Port Said last night to deal with your special
request and other matters relating to beginning clearance. On

spegial request Wheeler had ordered British to close down all

wireless at moment when placed under his command and he had

80 informed Younis, However, he was also aware of the exception
mentioned by you., This morning he is asking that this wireless

also be closed down at once. New subject. Wheeler more pleased
hour by hour with lifting power and strength his fleet. Seems

surprised that fleet actuelly turned up in force. 1In light
this strength and present still excessive British ships in Port
Said have advised Wheeler and Katzin t0 cancel out two British

lifting craft and two small French craft for use down streagm.
In any case two British craft one day out of Malta are now

arriving and in my judgement special circumstances French offer
do not present political problems., Wheeler deeply impressed
low morale British crews and high morale salvors. He further
indicated British ships generally manned by about three times
too many crew members and seriously deficient in divers who are

most needed., He believes British unwilling to present daily
reports progress due mainly UN absence progress, ZElimination
Darlympe Fort Auquesne reduces crews by 300 to 750. Remaining
rather evenly divided between salvage and supply crews. Visik
Pol E1 Ballah very helpful., Will report upon return., Most

urgent attention be given to supply clerical staff and code
clerks both in E1 Ballah and Port Said. Attention should be

given to quality and training. WNMuch impressed with achievments
of UNEF under most difficult circumstances. Think we can be

proud of both operations UNEF and salvage. Now in Cairo with
Stavropoulos Martineq-Cabanas and Robles, Iatter two came with
me this morning from Port Said. All of us including Wheeler



and Katzin have discussed question amendments resulting from

Stavropoulos discussions and feel we can easily leave with

them, Your 347 to Stavropoulos  just received confirms our

impression, Have requested meeting top level here. I am

awaiting confirmation." = Detta telegram avsént frin Kairo

29/12 k1. 26,48,
Cabinet



- ‘o/c Swedish Misglon:

Coded message for Cordier, Cairo

27 December 1956

_

From questions to British today it appears that Admiralty has on salvage fleet
as liaison man one ¥r. Podger who is said to communicate by "his personal radio®
with Adniralty, They said he was fully briefed by Wheeler and was thought
to report inagreement with him. I said to British that ifsuch commmicstion

 was maintained I feared the correct thing would be to ask them to leave tomorrow:

Radio communication on ships under UN orders without UN comtrol inconceivable
:

ynufiopu in present context and for this use. &m&r, I asked them mot now

to raise matter with Admiralty. British felt atbempt to cut direet communication
: bnmn ships "in Her Majesty's Navy" and Admiralty would create very strong
reaction especially if coming on top of cutting down on anticipated use of

British ships. Please find out from Wheeler exact situstion and comsult

_Stavropoulos Robles on international law aspecte I comsider personslly situation

extremely embarrassing in relation Egyptians mow thet we know about it. Has

ot Wheeler undertsken to seal all ship radios? Does it mot followelready for
: this reason that privite transmitter cenmot be used this way? Matter probably

 dynamite in both dirut»inm fluurchdmaimtinhwhmltmudna
_

Best way may be to try mthg.drfi it out through Wheeler as within his sphere
of ompctm&. Situstion for national units in UNEF ny cd.florp argument and ;'

. ncfinflh poniblo mmgmt«; ;

'

-



 Coded message for Gordier, Caire
27 Decembar 1956 &

From questions to British today it appears thet idsiralty hes onsalvige fleet
és liaison man one Mr. Podger who is said to commnicste by "his persomal 'ofiu
with Adniralty. thwmmdaamyhd&ummmbdfiuM

:

: tamnuwuithhh. I said to British that if such mmu
 was mir&aimd I feared the correct thiag would be to ask them to leave toumw:

Radio »mumm on ships under UN erm without N control inconceiveble
mrpaiyuafim context and for this use, &ma, 1 asked them rot row
to raise matter with Admiralty. British felt attempt to ocut dirut mm:m

=
between ships "in Her Nuty't kmr' and Mrult.y would create v-ry strong

. reaction mfi«pn if codre on top ofeutting down on mtdpattd use ot
~ British ships. Plesse find out mm«m- sxact situationand eonsult

~

Stavropoulos Robles on internationsl law aspecte 1 consider personally c&twna

-extremelym&u in relation Ngyptians mowthat wekmow about it. Has
not Mrmhhnw ssalall ship radios? Does it mottb.‘thwdrudy for

- this reason that privete transmitter canmot be used this way? llattw probably
.,musabowammauummhannmumw
mhylmuhtfluwflmhwmm&eummyrtwobwwtM

:

-~ of competence. smuurormmmmumr-ymmm
'

- indiestion Peesibls arvengmantis. .y =



Coded message for aurdwr, Cairo
~ 27 Decenber 1956

From questions to Gritish today it appsars thust y@lflM has on salvege fleet
:mmmuw-mmumumwm.nmmfimmu»
;udthmiml&y.vMQMMWMJ;MM:&WM«MWW@M
to report in sgreement with him. xm&wmmuumdammn
mmnnhuahhubbmuobmmmmwmflmfimti&u&a&n&mm
Radio mmm on shlpt under UN orderg withoutUNmnl imnmivahh
mwuw»mmmmmmmum wm,lmwnmtm
tfiiarw mitter with Adeiralty. British felt atiwtfa eut direet wm;

 between ships "in Her Majesty's Ravy" and Admiralty would cresate my m.fl
& uyuafiopnnaisem comingon top of eutiing down on mamu use of

British ships. Fleuse find out from Mor exact utmt!na apd consult
: aoflopmhSI Robln on internationsl law nmet*

:

- mmiw pwmml}r titma

 extromsly embarrassing in relation Hgyptians mow thet we know about it. Has
: mmmmmwammmmmr mum&mmmr :
 this resson that privite transmitter canmot be used this wm dabter probably

‘

dynamite in both directions und we must somehow hsve it pUb in shape digorestlys
mwwummmummumwmghm«unmumm

‘

of ecompetence. mmunmummmunmmmma
"'Mumnmdmmmm

’

<

o -



~ Coded message for Cordier, m

|

»wm 1956

‘Fm e;mstiom to mmb today it appun thtt wflM !alon Ml.miM
uli&innmmxr.mms.umata m-ww&ummmr
with Admiralty. Mn&dh-mmnym::nabywmmmw ;

to report in sgreemert with him. xmaumzmmsummsm
.mmxs‘wmwrrmthiuwouwuto ‘wmuofinmmhuhtku
'.m communi csbion on ships under UN orders without UK control imnmm
Wuwum aummmrmusu‘bm,xummmutmv

%o

raise mbter with Adairalty, British feltmmwmwmmm
; flvanc'yt«mre&nifiopihuq. mmm;nmnmmm

o Mnumuwm«uwgmf th&v:xmmtdpnduter
‘British ships. Plesse find out from Wheelsr m mumam consult

Stavropoulos Hobles on internationsl law aspects I consider personally -:.W |

;nua‘mmmflhtvemrmwM =

- vob “heeler undertaken to seal all ship radios? oes it mt follow slresdy for |
";'Mnmnmmimawwmmmwmm Matter probably

: wmnwufimmmufiuma&hufiw
j"'m-wwb.hwwmumwm»uummm

 of compstence. mmmummmnmwwwmwmm
2Mlmam-m: mwgmq |

=



_mmmwm,-m?
,,m?fl' 1956 S

’mmmwmmumuwmtmwm“mm.M'
-’-ammammsr.wmunwmwmtwwmmwa
with Adeirslty. wumaummwmwmmm“aw
wmwmmuwm xm«xummw&ummwu

:

.rmmmzfmmwmmnmmuuummmnuunmm
mmmmmumfimewmwummwm“

,

mmuwum»mmmmm»». bm,lumw“mtm
:

- %o raise mstber with Muiralty. British felt atbempt to out direct communicstion
‘:mmmsarmwumwmmmmmwm
‘reaction espeelallyif ecoming on top ol cutting down on enticipsteduse of’

‘British ships. Plesse find out from Vheelsr exact situstion snd consult
- nmmuummmnmmw xmpwmm

el Mwurmmwmmwnaummum Hus
:

mtmwmummmmr _,rotflmmfitwtim
 this resson that privite Lrensmittergt bs used this way? Matter probsbly
“Twnamwmamwmmhmumuww'

i .mwwmumwmumwmunmmm
-

. of compstence. mmmmmmw ummmmm
MM&W .

:
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UNITED NATIONS §; NATIONS UNlES

lNTEROFFlCE MEMORANDUM
'

Mr, J. A 0, Robertsbn,.
'

e
o

i om:_._ls_Enhmq.J:.v.._;__ 1952
Director of Personnel
. FILE NO.:

Andrew W, Cordier,
el

SENDER'S TELEPHONE EXTENSION:

Exncutivo Aasistant to tho 3ecretaryh0enora1 i ity

sussecT: Arrangements for the United Nttions Civilian'
,

Watch.in the Sues Canal ‘

ot'tnausrfiP our convorbabioh 1 wish to pldéé on record the main outiine
 of the arrangements established by tho Secretary-Genoral for the purpose of

providing special security in connectionuith the United Nationl reaponsibility

for the clearance of the Sues Canals. . . .7 '
-

;- The Civilian Watch grew out of one.aapect ot a very long and extrem.ly

complex .series of negotiations with the British Delegation and Government, on

the one side, and the Egyptian Dolegation and Government on the other. In' .

the tense relations that existed pursuant‘to military action betwean the

British and the Egyptians, the question of ‘security for whatever participation

there would be by British and French salvage ships gerving under the UN flag

became a critical issue. The Secretary-aeneral finally arrived at a compromise’

solution by suggesting the setting up, of a civilian watch on British and French

ships, more limited in functior than the’‘British desired and more extensive

_than corresponded to the Egyptian wish.: The principle of the civilian wateh’

having been established, it was neCeasary to move ‘with great dispatch toward °

the creation of such.a unit. 3

he only available resource for personnel for the unit waa, of course, the

‘persannel of the United Nations Emergency Force, These men, however, were opera=

ting under arranganonta in their own military establishmants which were satia-

factory to themselves and since there could be no quoation of compulsory assign-

.ment to the Civilian Watch, it was necesaary to createlconditiono for their brief

_ service of one month in the Watch which’ uould be roughly comparablo, At loast

5

: tinancially, to tbeir urvico in their mnuiury unit.:.ol

e ;
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!

- I might add that wh:uc the two govemmentn approlchod onthis xutter,
Sweden and l"inland, agreed to the use ot their personnel on a pm-ely per-
-onal voluntary hasiu » top nilitary loaderl in each country felt that the

arrangement was uxcoptionaland ahéwedscme. roluctanco to carry through
the arrangement. It was thoroforo proper and necessary to state nrgont);r
the conditiona under’ which thcy vouldpervo. ‘l'heaé negotiations wcro

%

carriod on in tho field botwoen General h’heelor lnd General Burns on the
one side dnd the.Swedish l.nd Finnish contingcnt' on the othor, and .t.

:

Hendqurt.ar- botwoen the Schot.ary-Gonoral and the lbucutin Office on

‘the one side and the Stlediah and Finnish dohgationa on tho other,

‘General Nheolor adviud the Sccretary-deneral u to tho oxilting

calary scales of tht officers and men1n thn Suadithand Finnish contingents
and recormended to the Secrotu-y-ccneral tho salary scalé that he felt would

be doairtblo and nocossu-y under theoirmtanou'3 salaryscale em— <

parable to the ut.on in thoir lilitarx contingonts. After cozfmlutionwith
"

the 0ontrollor'n Oftico, the Officeot Gemra.l Scrvicu, tho Officn of Pox\-

sonnel and Ooloml Katsin's' office, ch.fi Schetary-Gononl lgrood id.thi.

Ceneral Wheeler's recommendations as to the uhryu&lo. e

The leader of the Watch wes a Finnish major whos'e monthly uhr,y a.nd

per diem frem the Finnish Goverrment,whih urungin’ UNEF totluod 3635.25. £
- His overseas allonnco from UNB!‘ monnted to $26.66,or a grand total of

$661.91 as compared to a t.ou.l of WOOfor one, nonth of urvi« viththc

Civilian Watche o
e G Ly

The pay tor the other officer tnd tho ‘three non-cmiuioned ofticnn

-
while urving with the Civilim wat.ch corrupmdod t.o the asiountsthv
wonld have ronoivod had thoy ruu.inod inUHH’ f.o tho nm otmfiorppn
at.entuinthocase of the ludor. y el

R

So'far .as the 60 men in the Watch \ron oonccn{ed, thc H.nns rcccivod -
per diem and overseas allowances from thair Gonmonu andUNEF - tchlun‘
$232.91; the Swedes received in totalfor service in WPa umt of$213.40.
Under the circmutancna mnthl: rato ot 5225 m llnm muom tdr

| wttable(U R
i
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Since t.ho ofti.coro and men would hav. recoivad food und 1odging

without. cost to themselves had they rminod in the service of UNEF,

it secemed necessary md appropritte, lacking these advantages, t.o

provide them with a modost per diem as membm of the Civilian Watch.

A per diem was ))rovidod comparable to:tho por diem which had been

‘approved for UN st.u'r, .including t.ho Fiold s.m« utatf urvinc in

Volunteers were then ucurod on’apenonal basis. They were put

- in civilian clothes and placed under the diroction o several ofticorn

~

of their corresponding units, who, nkewiu, were trm-fcrrod to the

Civilian Watche

The plan had. to be put. into offect during the lut. several dva of

December and the firtt few days of Ja.nmry ir 1t was to have any sig-

nificance at all in meoting the needs, ‘not on]: of the international ‘-

politic&l requirements, which were of a tense chanctor, but also of
'

P

the delicate practical requir«nents on the spot.' The litnat-ion thus
was completelysui generis and cannot be said to corrnpond to w

. other aervico in the United Hations- esteblishment. :

The Civilian Watch performed 11'.0 ninm luccoumll.y md was
dj.uolvod on 10 P‘brnar,r.

:

~
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