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19 December 1956

NOTES on 12:00, noon, briefing by UK P;‘ess Officer, W.B., Hesmondhalgh:

He made reference to Mr. Lloyd's statement this morning, in London, on the

___clearance of the Canal stressing that satisfactory security assurances had been
received from Egypt, through the Secretary-General, for the safety of 4nglo-French
ships and crews. -
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Asked if the assurances covered British ships to be used in the clearance of

1311 the Canal," he said: "No, only in Port Said. We offered to continuem clearing
the harbor after withdrawal is completed and satisfactory security arrangements could

be received and if the crews agreed.," SaE e S -

He said ™no progress" has been made on the employment of British crews on

six heavy lifiting (also British) for clearance work beyond El Kap. He said Sir

Pierson would meet once again today with the Secretary-General on this point.
= _Asked about thenatureof the use of the British ships and crews in the Canal,

beyond Port Said, he said that this would be tantamount to "subcontracting of

British vessels and crews," He quoted the pessagein the Secretary-General'sreport
of 20 November: "As indicated above, he would, given the approval of the General

~ Assembly to this proposal, intendto address himselfto firms in countries outside

the present conflict., In his contacts with the firms approached, he would try to

clarify to what extend they, in turn, may need assistance from ent erprises not directly
approached by thje United Nations." :

" Vhen asked whether the Secretary-Generaland Mr. Lloyd had talked about employ-
ing British crews in the Canal clearance, he said Mr. Lloyd had offered "all resources

‘which ipeluded slilpgand crew3® . . - - .« . o <

Asked about the possible length of time the Port Said clearance operations would
 take, he said he didn't know. He said the operation included the clearance of two

channels in the harbor and one throughEl Kap.
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Asked about the possible usell by the United Nations of two German clearance

vessels now under charkerto the UK, he said that these two hadaccepted a U.N. contract
and would be used in the clearance operations beyond Port Said and El Kap., He said

~

these twovessels are already being ‘employednow by theAnglo-French in Port Said.

s

The one thing under negotiation at the present time, between the UK and the
Secretary-General,

consisted of the use of $ixBritish heavy-lifting salvage units

__with crews,
Asked specificallywhen the assurancewere received from Egypt,he said "they

~ mave been coming in in bits at various times, but thet most of them had been passed
on yesterday by the United Kingdomdelegationto the British Government." Asked why

~ thepresswas not informed by him yesterday, he said they involved "confidential

business" and that it was up to the Covernment to say whether the assurances were

_satisfactory.
'

Asked if the Secretary-General intendedto go to Cairo, he saidthe UK

d&legation had not been informed of such a plan.
'


