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27 November 1956

Personal message for Mr. Selwyn Lloyd:

Dear Selwyn,

From my technical people I have received the annexed mote concerning
the technical situation as of mid-December. However, they add that with
the pressure I put on this afternoon, they believe that by Thursday they
wuld be able to very much increase all figures. They further believe that,
ence I can put vheeler into the picture so as to give him a direct feeling

of the needs, the situation may become even better. On the basis of these
 eonsiderations, I mum sugzest uouthing Like the following for your
~ statement: , ;
"1 am iatamed by the &&M—&mr&l that the piawag or the
- elearing operatian is making rapid progress and that the salvage equipment
directly under the United Nations conmtract availabls a eoupla of weeks from
now, will be sufficient to start an effective aperatieng 1t is foreseen
that that equipment step by step will be increased. Survey teams necessary
for a wnplwt.c plamim of the aparatian, have been selected and will be
gent out as mon u gonoral circumstances permit. Their work uhich is
necessary for a successful completion of the whole operationm, is not
ammodinwmm dslaythectmqafthe salvage work. It is the hope
of the s.mtw«ﬁamral that it will prove pnasibh to arrange for a quick
follow up by the United Nat.iom of the work already begun with the oquipncnb
we have brougbt in. The basic decision of t.hﬂ General Assembly, mthoruug
the operation, was passed only last Saturday. it is ‘therefore understandable
that it has mot been possible yet to establish a time table going beyomd
 the indications the Secretary-Gemeral has already given me and which
 indicates that mo time will be lost if the United mim is put in a
position to go ahead with its planms’s e
: The trouble is, of course, that wwma&thhoar}: ctagcafthc
‘operation adds to our kmowledge, uxi that, therefore, what I can say S
Tuesday night, is mot likely to render justice to what I might be able to
‘say Aa hours from mow. Personally I find, however, that the facts
allroudy nt.uhmhed, are rot bad., I can assure you that I shall do what




Ie&nuordsrhtindafamhtlmﬂaraatar@wﬁhamihbhmwm :
enwcepwmattheﬁur&hm,minadmnaraumm
. oxce the date ofmmmmmmmmm
mthmmmm. ‘




2 ~ - ‘
3 27 November 1956 O

Personal message for Mr. Selwyn Lloyd:

Dear Selwyn, ;
 From my technical people I have received the annexed mote wmnina

the technical situation as of mid-December. However, they add that with
the pressure I put on this afternoon, they believe that by Thursday they
would be able to very much increase all figures. They further believe that,
once I can put Wheeler into the picture so as to give him a direct feeling
of the needs, the situation may become even Settcr. On the basis of these
 comsiderations, I would suggest something like thé fomwﬁ.ag for your

~ statement: ' :
"] am informed by thc SQﬂ‘utary-Gomral tha.t' the plandng of the :

~ glearing operation is nidag rapid progress and that the salvage Qquipnnt
~ directly under the United Nations cortract available a enuplo of weeks from
pow, will be sufficient to start an effective opcratian. It is foreseen

~ that that equipment step by step will be increased, Survey teams necessary |

for a complete planning of the operation, have been selected and will be
; um out as soon as general es.rmtanua permits. Their work which is
 necessary for a successful completion of the whole operation, is not
suppesed in any way to delay the start of ‘the ~salvage work. It is the hope
of the s.erctary-ecmral that it will prove possible to arrange for a quick
~ follow up by the United Nations of ‘the work already begun with the equipment
 we have brought in. The basic decision of the General Aueubly, authorizing
~ the operation, was passed anly last Saturday. It is therefore understandable
that it has not been possible yet to establish a time table going beyond
the indications the s.erctary—-aamral has already given me and which
mm«m:mtiuwmbahﬁ&ttho Mto&ﬁ&ﬁonﬁ nmma
poaition to go ahead with its plans®. '
‘ The trouble is, of course, that every day at this early stage et t.hc

: ,optratica adds to our knowledge, and tm, therefore, what 1 can say
- Tuesday night, is mot likely to render justice to what I might be able to
say 48 hours from mow. FPersonally I find, however, that the facts
already established, are rot bad. I can umwawuthat Imndouhat ~




I can in order to find a formula also for a ctmwmnmumma-m
on the operation at the North onﬂ, ovm in advance of a w:.thdrml :
oxce the date of withdrawal has been H.l'lly ntablhhl& '
mh all md wishes,
 Dage Annex follows.
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27 November 1956

‘Personal message for Mr. Selwyn Llnydz' '

Dear Selwyn,

: From my technical people I have received the annexed mote concerning
the technical situstion as of mid-December. However, they add that with
the pressure I put on this afternoon, they believe that by Thursday they
would be able to very much increase all figures. They further believe that,
once I can put Wheeler inmto the picture so as to give him a direct feeling
of the needs, the situation may become even better. On the basis of these

' eonaidoraticns s 1 uauld suggeat something like the following for yaur

~ statement:

"I am informed by the SQaret.ary-Gemral tha{'. the plamiag et the

: mar.tng operation is making rapid progrems and that. the ;a.lvagc equipment
directly under the United Nations cortract available a couple of weeks from

- mow, will be sufficient to start an effective operation. It is foreseen

that that equipment step by step will be :mercaaed- ‘Survey teaus mmnix ,
for a wnplcm plam.'mg of the aporauan, have been selected and will be
uat out as soon as general circumstances permit. Their work which is

‘necessary for a successful wwpletion of the whole aporation, is not
wppeud in any way to dohy the start of the salvage work. It is the hopa
of the atoretarywaemral that it will prove possible to arrange for a quick

- follow up by the Unitad Nations of the work already bcgua with the oquipam

~we have bmught. in. ‘rbe hui.a du&aiua of the General Assembly, anthorising
the operation, was passed only last Ssturday. It is therefore understandable

that it has not been pousible yet to cstabli.sh a time table going beyond

the iwcatiom th- SQerebary-.aemral has a.lready ginn me and which

- indicates that no tm will be lost if the Enited ua.t.iéns .’u put in a
position to g ahead with its planst, : ;

The trouble 1: s of course, that every day at t.hic wl;r stage of t&n
operation adds to tmr kmwhdgs, and that, therefore, wha.t. 1 can say
 Tuesday night, is mot likely to render justice to what I might be able to
say 48 hours from now. Fer»nally I find, however, that the facts ,
already established, are not bad. 1 can mure you that I shall do vdmt.




= ean 1» erdw to find a formula ahe for a start with ava.tlabh mtcru}. '
- on the operation at the North end, even in advanec of a withdrm L
 once the date of withdrawal has been mmy m.am.hoa. T o
e Withmmmhu,”“

m.m:tenm




Memorandum on Suez Canal eg:garamq

Salvage equipment that is being dispatched to arrive at Port Said by ,
December 1lith consists of 2 salvage vessels, 2 tugs, 2 lifting craft and 60-100
personnel to man available vessels already on the spot. One salvage vessel, 1
tug and 1 30-ton floating erane will arrive at Suez by December l4ith., Additional
salvage equipment is being dispatched to arrive in the period December 18th-20th
consisting of 3 salvage vessels, 1 tug, one 200-ton sheerlegs and 6-10 camels
of 100-140 toms lifting capacity each. Additional equipment is being dispatched
to arrive about a week later (December 27th) consisting of 1 tug, one 200-ton
sheerlegs and a further minimum of supplementary 4O-60 personnel to operate
existing veucle on the spot.

~ The above cquipmnt. will be anpplencnt.od by December lith with equipment
from Mediterranean ports manned by experienced personnel. Details will be availa
able by Thursday, November 29th. By the end of December, ‘additional salvage
equipment from yet other sources could be in situ.

A summary table reflecting the above follows:

alvage equi tarri at uez Canal:

December 1lith. At Port Said: 2 salvege vessels, 2 tugs, 2 lifting craft
60-100 personnel to man available vessels already on spot, At Suez:
1 salvage vessel, 1 tug, 1-30 ton floating creme. At port Said from
Mediterranean Ports: A number of additional suitable craft and equipment.
Bstimate of number by 29 November 1956s
December 18-20, At Port Said: 3 saluge vessels, 1 tug, 1~200 ton lhoarlogl,
6-10 ecamels each 100 to 140 ton lifting capacity. ‘

December 27: At Port Said: 1 tug, 1-200 ton sheerlegs, 40-60 personnel to man
available vessels already on spot. '

At Port Said from other ports by end of December: A number of additional suitable
craft and equipment. ’
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Text of Mr, Selwyn Lloyd's Statement on the Middle East
situation in the House of Commons on the afternoon of
29 November 1956

With your permission, Mr. Speaker, and that of the House, I wish to make a
statement with regard to my recent visit to New York and the discussions there
with regard to the situation in Egypt.

My statement can only be of an interim character., There are important
questions to be decided and they must be discussed with our French allies before
decisions can be announced, Monsieur Pineau is coming to London tomorrow afternoon
and I propose to make a further statement next Monday.

I found the general atmosphere in the United Nations considerably improved and
a wider understanding of our position in certain sections of American opinion.
The debate on the Afro-Asian resolution during Friday and Saturday of last week
indicated the change in the atmosphere in the United Nations. I pointed out that
we could not accept that resolution, because it implied a measure of censure
which we could not accept and because it d emanded that we should withdraw forthwith
Also the resolution was unrealistic as it made no reference to an international
force. I indicated our desire to co-operate with the United Nations in these
matters and I hoped for a resolution which we could accept, After I express
these views, the representative of Belgium, M. Spaak, put forward an amend-—
ment tothe Afro-Asian resolution calling upon us to expedite the application
of the resolutions of the 2nd and 7th November, (which among other things
urged us to withdraw) in the spirit in which they were adopted, particularly
in regard to the functions vested in the United Nations Force., I stated that
if that amendment was accepted the United Kingdom would be able to vote for
the resolution, That also was the position of France, On the Belgian amendment
the vote was 23 in favour, 37 against, and 18 abstentions, including the
United States of America. In other words, the majority of the Assembly either
voted with us or abstained, That constituted a considerable shift of opinion.,
The original resolution was then put to a vote and carried by a very large
majority. I should, however, point out that the vote on this rescluticn was
affected in my view by the fact that Mr. Cabot Lodge, representing the United
States, had stated that he interpreted the word "forthwith" to mean "a phased

operation',

We have repeatedly indicated our willingness to withdraw our forces from
Egypt when an international force was effectively constituted and competent
to carry out its functions. The House will recall the suggestion originally
made by the Prime Minister on the 1lst of November with regard to the United
Nations undertaking the physical task of keeping the peace in the area. From
that date the conception of an International Force rapidly gained support.
The United Nations Force has now been constituted and is growing in numbers
and I pay tribute to the speed with which the Secretary-General and his ad-
visers have acted., There are already some 1,400 men in Egypt. By the lst
December there will be about 2,700. Within about 14 days the F9rce should
number 4,100,spart from some air personnel, approximately 300 in numper,
stationed at Naples., The 4,100 will be in Egypt. Among these 4,400 w111.be
some 700 Canadians, Within a fortnight there should be an organised military
force with a Headquarters and staff under the command of General Burns, with
two armoured car companies and the necessary supporting units including




-2'.

medical, engineer, transport, signals, supply, workshop, provost and

post units and other army services elements., The provisional target of the
Secretary-General is to increase that Force to two combat brigades with
appropriate administrative backing, including air transport.

I mention these facts to the House because obviocusly the build-up of
this Force must have an important relationship to a phased withdrawal of our
own and the French troops. There are however other important matters to be
considered, such as the speedy clearance of the Canal, and the negoitations
of a final settlement with regard to the future operation of the Canal.
Decisions upon these matters must be discussed with our French allies and
I also await certain clarifications with regard to the carrying out of the
resolution passed last Saturday by the General Assembly.

This resolution authorised the Secretary-General to proceed with arrange-
ments for clearance as a United Nations operation. I shall be able to deal with
those aspects of the matter next Monday.

Grave anxiety has been caused in this country as to the position of
British subjects in Egypt. The House will recall the statement made by
my Rt. Hon. friend the Minister of State on November 26. As soon as I
received the report from the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs I made known to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations the very serious view which
H.,M,G, took of it and of the consequences which would inevitably follow if
the expulsions were put into effect. On November 27 I sent a letter to the

Secretary-Ceneral which I will circulate in the official report, pointing
out the hardship that would be caused to thousands of British subjects,
many of them poor people, who were to be forced to leave the country where
they had lived many years without being permitted to take sufficient money
with them to start a new life elsewhere.

The present position is not entirely clear, but it seems that no general
expulsion order was made., The Egyptian Government did however issue a very
large number of individual expulsion orders against British and French
subjects. In addition several hundred British subjects in Egypt (subjects)
remain interned. The Swiss Minister in Cairo, to whose work I should like
to pay a warm tribute, is doing everything he can both to improve the position
of British subjects in Egypt and to clarify the Egyptian Governments intentions.
We await his further report.

Bearing in mind, Sir, what I have said earlier, I hope that the House
will be willing to await my further statement on Monday.




Text of Mr. Selwyn Lloyd's Statement on the Middle Fast
situation in the House of Commons on the afternoon of
29 November 1956

With your permission, Mr., Speaker, and that of the House, I wish to make a
statement with regard to my reeent visit to New York and the discussions there
with regard to the situation in Egypt.

My statement can only be of an interim character, There are impertant
questions to be decided and they must be discussed with our French allies before
decisions can be announced, MNonsieur Pineau is coming to London tomorrow afternoon
and I propose to make a further statement next Monday,.

I found the general atmosphere in the United Nations considerably improved and
a wider understanding of our position in certain sections of American opinion,
The debate on the Afro-Asian resolution during Friday and Saturday of last week |
indicated the change in the atmosphere in the United Nations. I pointed out that
we could not accept that resolution, because it implied a measure of censure ‘
which we could not accept and because it d emanded that we should withdraw fcrthwﬂ.th.
Also the resolution was unrealistic as it made no reference to an international \
force, I indicated our desire to co-operate with the United Nations in these “
matters and I hoped for a resolution which we could accept, After I express
these views, the representative of Belgium, M. Spaak, put forward an amend-
ment tothe Afro-—Asian resolution calling upon us to expedit.c the application
of the resolutions of the 2nd and 7th November, (which among other things
urged us to withdraw) in the spirit in which they were adopted, particularly
in regard to the functions vested in the United Nations Force. I stated that
if that amendment was accepted the United Kingdom would be able to vote for
the resolution, That also was the position of France, On the Belgian amendment
the vote was 23 in favour, 37 against, and 18 abstentions, including the
United States of America, In other worda the majority of the Assembly either
voted with us or abstained, That emti.tutad a considerable shift of opinion.
The original resolution was then put to a vote and carried by a very large
majority. I should, however, point out that the vote on this resclution was
affected in my vicw by the fact that Mr. Cabot Lodge, reprosontiag the United
States i had stated that he interpreted the word “forthwith" to mean "a phased
operation

We have roputodly indicated our willingnoss to withdraw our forces from
_Egypt when an international force was effectively constituted and competent
to carry out its functions, The House will recall the suggestion originally
made by the Prime Minister on the lst of November with regard to the United
Nations undertaking the physical task of keeping the peace in the area. From
that date the conception of an International Force rapidly gained support.
The United Nations Force has now been constituted and is growing in numbers
and I pay tribute to the speed with which the Secretary-General and his ad-
visers have acted. There are already some 1,400 men in Egypt. By the lst
December there will be about 2,700, Within about 14 days the Force should
number 4,100,apart from some air personnel , approximately 300 in number,
stationed at Naples. The 4,100 will be in Egypt. Among these 4,400 will'be
some 700 Canadians. Withiu a fortnight there should be an orzanim military
force with a Headquarters and staff under the command of General Burmns, with
two armoured car companies and the necessary supporting units mcluding
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medical, engineer, transport, signals, supply, workshop, provost and

post units and other army services elements. pr-evisfonal target of the
Secretary~General is to increase that Force to two combat brigades with
appropriate administrative backing, including air transport.

I mention these facts to the House because obvicusly the build-up of
this Force must have an important relationship to a phased withdrawal of our
own and the French troops, There are however other important matters to be
considered, such as the speedy clearance of the Canal, and the negoitations
of a final settlement with regard to the future operation of the Canal.
Decisions upon these matters must be discussed with our French allies and

I also await certain clarifications with regard to the carrying out of the
resolution passed last Saturday by the General Assembly.

This resolution suthorised the Secretary-General to proceed with arrange-
ments for clearance as a United Nations operation. I shall be able to deal with
those aspects of the matter next Monday. ; ; ’

Grave anxiety has been cansed in this country as to the position of
British subjects in Egypt. The House will recall the statement made by
my Rt. Hon, friend the Minister of State on November 26. As soocn as I
received the report from the Swiss Ministry of Forelgn Affairs I made kmown to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations the very serious view which
H.M.G. took of it and of the consequences which would inevitably follow if
the expulsions were put into effect., On November 27 I sent a letter to the
Secretary-Ceneral which I will cireulate in the of ficial report, pointing

out the hardship that would be caused to thousands of British subjects,
many of them poor people, who were to be forced to leave the country where
they hed lived many years without being permitted to take sufficient money
with them to start a new life elsewhere,

The present position is not entirely clear, but it seems that no general

expulsion order was made. The Egyptian Covernment did however issue a very
~ large number of individual expulsion orders against British and Frenmch

subjects. In addition several hundred British subjects in Egypt (subjects)
remain interned. The Swiss Minister in Cairo, to whose work I should like
to pay a warm tribute, is doing everything he can both to improve the position
of British subjects in Egypt and to clarify the Hgyptian Governments intentions,
We await his further report. :

Bearing in mind, Sir, what I have said earlhr, I hope that the House

will be willing to await my further statement on Monday.
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Text of Mr. Selwyn Lloyd's Statement on the Middle Hast
sltuation in the House of Commons on the 2 fternoon of
29 November 1956 : -

- With your permission, Mr. Speaker, and that of the House, I wish to make &
statement with regard to my recent visit to New York and the discussions there
with regard to the situation in Egypt, : '

My stotement can only be of an interim character, There are important ‘
questions to be decided and they must be discussed with our French allies before
decisions can be announced, Monsieur Pinesu is coming to London tomorrow afterncen

and I propose to make a further statement next Monday, :

I found the general atmosphers in the United Nations considerably improved and
a wider understanding of our position in certain sections of American opinion, :
The debate on the Afro-Asian resolution during Friday and Saturday of last week
indiested the change in the atmosphere in the United Nations. I pointed out that
we could not accept that resolution, because it implied a measure of censure
which we could not zceept and because it d emanded that we should withdraw forthwith
Also the resolution was unrealistic as it made no reference to an international
force. 1 indic:ted our desire to ¢ rate with the United Nations in these
matters and I hoped for a resolution which we could accept. After I express
these views, the representative of Belgium, M. Spask, put forward an amend-
ment tothe Afro-isian resolution calling upon us to expedite the application
of the resolutions of the 2nd and 7th November, (which among other things :
urged us to withdraw) in the spirit in which they were adopted, particularly
in regard to the functions vested in the United Nations Force. I stated that
if that amendment was accepted the United Kingdom would be able to vote for
the resolution. That also was the position of France. On the Belgian amendment
the vote was 23 in favour, 37 against, and 18 abstentions, ineluding the
United States of America, In other words, the majority of the Assembly either
voted with us or abstained. That constituted a considerable shift of opinion.
The original resclution was then put to a vote and carried by a very large
majority. I should, however, point out that the vote on this resclution was
affected in my view by the fact that Mr. Cabot lLodge, representing the United
~ States, had stated that he interpreted the word "forthwith" to mean "a phased
- operation”, o = '

We have repeatedly indicated our willingness to withdraw our forces from
Egypt when an international force was effectively constituted and competent
to carry out its functions., The House will recall the suggestion originally
made by the Prime Minister on the lst of November with regard to the United
Nations undertaking the physical task of keeping the peace in the area. From
that date the conception of an International Force rapidly gained support.
The United Nations Force has now been constituted and is growing in numbers
and I pay. tribute to the speed with which the Seeretary-General and his ad-
visers have acted, There are already some 1,400 men in Egypt. By the lst
Decenber there will be about 2,700. Within about 14 days the Force should
number 4,100, apart from some air personnel, approximately 300 in number,
stationed at Naples, The 4,100 will be in Sgypt. Among these 4,400 will be

- some 700 Canadians, Within a fortnight there should be an organised military
force with a Headquarters and staff under the command of General Burns, with
two armoured car companies and the necessary supporting units including
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medical, engineer, transport, signals, supply, workshop, provost and =
pest units and other army services elements. fhe mmim target of the
Secretary-General is to increase that Force to two combat brigades with :
sppropriate administrative backing, including air transport.

I mention these facts to the House because obvicusly the uild-up of
this Force must have an important relationship to a phased withdrawal of our
own and the French troops. There are however other importamt matters to be
- considered, such as the speedy clesrance of the Canal, and the negoitations
of & final settlement with regard to the future operation of the Canal. '
Decisions upon these matters must be discussed with our French allies and
I also await certain clarifications with regard to the carrying out of the
resolution passed last Saturday by the General Assembly.

This resclution authorised the Secretary-General to proceed with arrange-
‘ments for clearance as a United Nations operation. I shall be able to deal with
thess aspects of the matter next Monday. :

~ Grave anxiety has been caused in this country as to the position of
British subjects in Egypt. The House will recall the statement made by

‘my Rt. Hon. friend the Minister of State on November 26. As soon as I _,
“received the report from the Swiss Ministry of Forelgn Affairs I made known to
the Secretary-Ueneral of the United Hations the very sericus view which
H.M,G. took of it and of the consequences which would inevitably follow if
the expulsions were put into effect, (n Nevember 27 I sent a letter to the
Secretary-Oeneral which I will eirculate in the of ficial report, pointing
out the hardship that would be cawsed to thousands of British subjects,

 many of them poor people, who were to be furced to leave the country r
they hed lived many years without being permitted to take sufficient money
with them to start a new life elsewhere. -

The present position is not entirely elear, but it seems that no gemeral
expulsion order was made. The Egyptian Covernment did however issue s very
large number of individual expulsion erders against British and Fremch
subjects, In addition seversl hunmdred British subjects in Egypt (subjects)
remain interned. The Swiss Minister in Cairo, te whose work I should like
to pay a warm tribute, is deing everything he can both to improve the position
of British subjects in Bgypt and to clarify the Ggyptian Governments intentions.
We await his further report. ' '

Bearing in mind, Sir, what I have said earlier, I hope that the liouse
will be willing to awall my further statement on Monday. g




W G

I would ask you to transmit the following personal message to the
Secretary of State,

"Dear Selwyn,

So far I have only received the Reuter version of your
statements in Parliament. With reserve for misrepresentation I
would like, without delay, to give you my immediate reaction.

I am worried by the effect of your statements, if they were to
limit your freedom of action next Monday. I am also afraid that they
may be found to give a presentation of the situation requiring an
exceptional act of faith from the Government of Egypt in the light
of what has preceded. I hope they will show it, but - .,

Particularly I am ﬁorried'about what you say about a settlement
of the Suez administration question, as the next word, as I understand
the tactics, must be yours.

I say this out of sincere concern for what we are both trying to
achieve, In the same spirit I would draw your attention to my own
stand on the relationship between the timing of the United Nations
clearing and the wit hdrawal from Port Said. This can be stated roughly
as follows:

The Egyptian Government requested assistance of the United Nations
in clearing the Canal. Promise of such assistance was given and
accepted by the General Assembly. The Egyptians indicated that they
would want the operation to start immediately on withdrawal of the
Anglo/French - Israeli troops from the Canal area and Port Said. I
never accepted that as a condition and gave no promise as to the time-
table, but it is my personal view that it would be irresponsible for
the Secretary-General to bring United Nations teams in on the operation
as long as Port Said and the Canal area, in view of the continued
presence of foreign troops, must be regarded as a potential war zone.
Thus, for practical, and I hope obvious, reasons I would not consider
it possible to give instructions for a beginning of the operation
until a withdrawal has taken place. Technically we are in a position
to begin around the middle of next month.

This stand may have to be brought out in the open, if the development
would squeeze me between the t wo conflicting political positions.™

29 November 1956
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I would uknﬁw'trmmitthetuum;p-raomunug-tothc
Secrctary of State, - e : :

"Dear Selwyn,

: S0 far I have only received the Reuter version of your
statements in Parliament. With reserve for misrepresentation I
would like, without delay, to give you my immediste reaction,

I am worried by the effect of your statements, if they were to
limlt yowr freedom of action next Monday, I am also afraid that they
may be found to give a presentation of the situation requiring an
exceptional act of faith from the Government of gypt in the light
of what has preceded. I hope they will show it, but - . : :

= Particularly I'u'wﬂoﬁnm what you uy'abont a settlement
of the Suez administration question, as the next word, as I understand
the tactics, must be yours, =

- I say this out of sincere concern for what we are both trying to
- achieve. In the same spirit I would draw your attention to my own ‘
stand on the relationship between the timing of the United Nations
ol-;ring and the withdrawal from Port Said. This can be stated roushly

~_The Egyptian Oovernment recuested assistance of the United Nations
~ in clearing the Canal, Promise of such assistance was given and
- accepted by the General Assembly., The Egyptians indicated that they
would want the operation to start immediately on withdrawal of the
Anglo/French ~ Israeli troops from the Canal ares and Port Said, I
never accepted that as & conditlon and gave no promise as to the time-
~table, but it is my personal view that it would be irresponsible for
- the Secretary-Gencral to bring United Nations teams in on the operation
as long as Port 3aid and the Canal area, in view of the continued
presence of foreign troops, must be regarded as a potential war zone,
Thus, for practical, snd I hope obvious, reasons I would not consider
it pessible to give instructions for a beginning of the operation :
 wntil a withdrawal has taken place. Technically we are in a pesition
to begin around the middle of next month, e : ‘
- This stand may have to be brougit out in the open, if the development
would squeeze me between the t wo conflicting political positions."

29 November 1956
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"Dear Selwm, =
So far I have on mdmmmmeﬁm

- statements in Parlisment. th reserve for misrepresentation I
: mldlika, without delay, to give you my lmmediste reaction,

e Imwmbythwaﬂwtarwawtmtt,ittw‘rmt.n
 limit your freedom of action next Monday, zmumam:nmstm
may be found to give a presentation of the situstion
exceptional act of faitl :rm‘&hcﬁwmtatw:&nhMIW
ormt.huww-ded. xmmqﬁumwm,m-.

rmzamuxmwmnmmtm;qm.mw o
 of the Sues adninistrabion gmt.m, as ﬁw nm md, as I mﬁmm -
- the wm:, must be yours, :

xmmm#m»-mmtwmatmwehmmh
.va@hiwn. In the same spirit I would draw your sttention tomy owm
- stand on the relationship between the timing of the United Nations -
~ clearing and the mhdzmml from Port Said, misemhcctamwz.y»,
as foll £ :

o The E@pem ﬁaﬂmﬁ qu wiahm; of tho mm llnum
_ An clearing the Canal., Promise of such assistance was piven and =
;ueap%odbythnmmm &emummmmmtuw
- would want the operation to start immedistely on withdrawsl of the :

_ Anglo/French - Isreell troops from the Canal ares ond Port Said, I

~ never accepbed that as & conditlon and gave no promise as to the time-

sm,m&nwwmmmuzmmmunmmm -

»'W“MW%MMMMMW&M&&&&W»
~ as long as Port Said and the Canal ares, in view of the continued _
- presence of foreign troops, must be regarded as & potential war sone,

m.mmma,mtup.mm,rmmxmmumw
, 4t possible to give instructions for & begimning of the eperation
~wntil & withdrawal has taken place, Tﬁhnuulymeuwaﬂu

',umwmmunwm :

‘ N;Mmhawnhhmumtmmtham ummw
mmmmmbﬂmmtwmmmu 'wm‘
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I would ask you w‘traani.t the following personal message to the
Seeretary of State, v

"Dear Selwyn,

So far I have only received the Reuter version of your
statements in Parlisment, th reserve for misrepresentation I
would like, without }dthy, to give you my immediste reaction.,

I am worried by the effect of your statements, if they were to
limit yowr freedom of action next Monday, I am also afraid that they
may be found to give a presentation of the situstion recuiring an
exceptional act of faith from the CGovernment of Egypt in the light
of what has preceded. I hope they will show it, but - .

Pirticuhrly I am worried about what you say about & settlement
- of the Suez administration question, as the next word, as I understand
~ the tactics, must be yours, i : AR :

- I say this out of sincere concern for what we are both trying to
achieve, In the same spirit I would draw your attention to my own

~ stand on the relationship between the timing of the United Nations
clo;ring and the wit hdrawal from Port Said. This can be stated roughly

- as follows: : , e :

-~ The Egyptian Government recuested assistance of the United Nations
~ in clearing the Canal, Promise of such assistance was given and
~ @ccepted by the General Assembly. The Egyptians indicated that they
would want the operation to start immediately on withdrawal of the
Lo ‘Anglo/French - Israeli troops from the Canal area and Port Said. I
- . . never accepted that as a condition and gave no promise as to the time-
% table, but it is my personal view that it would be irresponsible for
2. L ..  the Secretary-General to bring United Nations teams in on the/operation
: r‘“ sogm ~ as long as Port Seid and the Canal area, in view of the continued :
. presence of foreign troops, must be vregarded as a potential war zone,
: Tal Thus, for practical, and I hope obvious, reasons I would not consider
it possible to give instructions for & begimning of the operation
until a withdrawal has taken place, Technically we are in a position
mumww~M¢unwmth.J s
o This stand may have to be brought out in the open, if the develorment
~ would squeeze me between the t wo conflicting political positions." :
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MEMORANDUM

Sir Pierson Dixon transmitted at around 4 p.m. the following message from
Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, '

Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd, whose stand on the question of withdrawal was unchanged,
had found in hisdcontacts in London that two points were of vital importénce
for further progress along thé lines he had suggested.

l. Colonel Nasser had said that he considered Egypt to be in "a state of
war" with France and England. Did Egypt draw the conclusion that, after a with-
draﬁal, Egypt would stop the paésagé for British and French ships through the
Canal, in analogy with the policy appliedAto Isroeli ships (whatever view was
held on the legality of this latter policy). .A withdrawal, as planned, could
not be achieved unless it was perfectly clear that Egypt would not block the
passage of British and French ships after the withdrawal. As the situation was,
Mr. Lloyd did not consider it sufficient with an informal declaration of the type
"t is understood etc.” In his view it would be absolutely necessary to have
éome kind of public coﬁmiﬁment to the desired effect.

2, In view of the necessity for a quick clearing operation, it was con-
sidered eséential that the United Nations should be able to draw its resources
freely from such sources as would provide for the quickest possible operation,
In this respect I should be able to say that the United Nations had a free hand
to use all available resources,
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Sir Plerson Dixon transmitted at around 4 p.m. the following message fhnv
Mr, Selwyn Lloyd. :
: Mr, Selwyn I-le:d whose stand on the camatim of withdrawal was whang-d’
-h&dfom&h&h&am&mmmﬁtﬂ&pﬁnﬁtmnﬁﬁm :hlpez‘tmu
: tor Mther progress almg the lines he had suggested, ‘ . :
1. Colonel Nasser had said that he considered Egypt to be in "a stote of
_m"wﬁth?nneomd mslmd. Bi&ﬁsypt érawtho enmluaim th;t, after a with-
 drewal, Fgypt would ssopmpamgammmmmmwm |
~ Canal, in andm with the policy applied to Isr:eli ships (mw.r viw was
held on the 1mnty of this httlr policy)s A withdz-sml, as planned, could

”'_mmmmmnmammuyemmtmmmmmm

‘passage of British and French ships after the withirawal. mmmmioam."‘

nmaamtemmwummmewmmwmlmmamum
"1t is wderstood ete,” In his view it would be ubnlnh;y mmmaehm
‘mmammmmumwmmm. ' :

2s hmwmnmmaym;wkemomtm,umm-
sidered essential that the United Nations should be able to draw its it
thmhmmwumﬂdwm&o z'o:- the qaiekm poasihh muuam
,mwwzmmbnmuuytmmmmuaumm;mm -
ummmbhrcmcm : =
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~ ¥r, Selwy Lloyd, uhon stand on the cmat.w at vithdrmlm mehmg-d.
"mrmammmuawmmzmmsmmfummmﬁ

 for further progress aleng the Iimn he had suggested, :

;,, Colenel mur had aaid ms he nmﬁ&wod Egypt to h- ia “a state nt
- mawmrrmomm ammtmutaummmm,m.uw
;M,Wm]ﬁﬁapthemmfw&‘iﬁﬁhm&amhnhimthrmtm '
m,mmnmmpemy.ppnmummmm (mmmm
‘mﬁ on the legality of this latter pamy). A nmmm., as planosd, could '
"Mbvaehimmitmawxumarcmmtwm&mmm -
passage of ms.sh md Freneh ships after the withdrawal, As the situstion was,
ummmm«uthﬁwmwmmmumtm
| -"ztuMmmm.« zamvmx.tmmmmmmmmume
_"mmammmmwmmmu - o -
R znmwatmm«mymaqmulmmepmsm, 1 v b
"mma essential that the United Netions should be able to draw its ressmeds
: M!msmhwcwmm&wm«hfwﬁhe quiakm ;ma&bh mr&tian.»k :
:nmuumxmmhammmmammmmmm;mm *
%unmgmumwm . = =
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