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I saw Mr, Selwyn Lloyd in the morning, He stuck to his idea of a

AIDE MEMOIRE

four keefi period for the withdrawal in order to permit a satisfactory

set-up for the UNEF. On the other hand he was insistent in his demand

for the clearing operation being started independently of the withdrawal,

He said that he would try to establish a fixed date for the end of the

withdrawal as soon as there was a firm commitment on the clearing from

the Egyptians.

Seeing Dr, Fawzi at noon I told him about Mr, Selwyn Lloyd's

position, He repliedas follows:

Egypt could give a firm commitment that, if the withdrawal was completed

within 6 days, the UN work team could begin on the seventh day., I a

withdrawal was promised for some later date, within reasonable limits,

Egypt would accept the UN teams going in at what might be described as thev
the next day after the withdrawal, He would work for a public statement

being made concerning this "clinch" as soon as it was settled, As to

the survey operations, he cguld, fli the absense of clarity concerning thé
general plans, not say that those operations could at all ‘events get

started in the field as soon as we erefi ready to send the survey teams;

he did in no way exclude that this would be acceptable, but the rep;y in

Cairo might depend upon the atmosphefe created in the next few days,

Desk-work could, of courée, begin without any relation to the generqi
political development, and he would personally favour that the desk-work

be followed up without delay by surveying in the field., The first thing

that should happen would be that Wheeler went out to Cairoj Wednesday

might be a little premature, but the time difference wéuld, at all events,

be slight,



When T told Mr., Selwyn Lloyd about Dr, Fawzi's reaction, he said

that he would immediately reiaort to the Cabinet. 'He himself would be in

favour of "a clinch" between a date for withdrawal and aldate for clearing,

but he, of»course, could not in any way guarantee'the position of his Cabinet

nor could he saythat the date for the withdrawal would satisfy the Egyptians

He asked me whethe;' I could, during the next couple of days , find means

of stopping or delaying the expulsion of British/French citizens from

Egypt. Such an expulsion might have the most disasterous effect on the

political opinion in France and the United Kingdom, and wreck the whole

effort to reach an agreement,

In the light of Mr, Selwyn Lloyd!s desire, I saw Dr., Fawzi againat

7 p.m; and asi<ed him t-'o transmitm on m;} behalf to his government an

appeal to the effect that, during the present delicate stage of negotiation,

all steps of implementation of the legislation concerning British and French

citizens be suspended fqr 48 hours, of course with the right for me to ask

for a further extension if in the meanwhile things were to take a favourable
turn so as to make it advisable to follow up the present efforts beyond the

immediate time-limit indicated by Mr. Selwyn Lloyd's planned departure,
'

Dr., Fawzi's reaction was very positiwie. He séid that he would transmit

the appeai with his personal support. He further said that I could tell
.

the British that he flound my appeal very natural and t.ha.t he
|

shared my

concern that no steps be taken which might complicate the discussions

concerning withdrawal and clearing on which we had embarked.

At about 8 p.m. I informed Mr, Selwyn Lloyd (through Mr. Lasky)

of Dr. Fawzit's reply.



Other questions raised in the course of the discussions on Sunday

referred to the settlement of the Canal issue. Dr. Fawzi said that

he could not - even in secret — meet Mr, Selwyn Lloyd until after the

withdrawal., Anyway, he did not feel that it was very useful to start

a discussion until we had the withdrawal question back of us. Then,

on the other hand, he would be very interested in the matter,

Telling Mr. Selwyn Lloyd about Dr. Fawzi!s attitude, I said that I

wished to have a clear information from the Biitish about their reaction

to my letter to Cairo on the subject. If theywere still sticking to

the London proposals, I would consider it time lost for me to give any

thought at all to the éettlement question. If, on the other hand, with

or without modifications, they could take a position in line with

my proposals, I would be interested in pushing on with some kind of

further exploration. (Mr.. Selwyn Lloyd had declared to me that he would

delay his departure from Tuesday é.fternoon until later, if that were to

help in getting a discussion started on the Suez settlement issue.)
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25 November 1956

Note on Replies to Queries about the Force

made by Mr. Selwyn Lloyd in the Office of the Secretary-General-
on 25 November 1956

Present numbers and disposition ?

In t ?

1067 at Abu Suweir

190 at Port Said

(721 Yugoslavs en route to FEgypt by sea in three
merchant ships due at Port Said Wednesday
morning, the twenty-eighth, at latest.)

At Naples ?

512, not including 194 RCAF ground personnel
for the Air Transport Squadron.

Numbers in Egypt by next week and later ?

By November 28" 2200 - 2300

By December 2 3400

By December 8 3900

By December 10 4100

It was made clear that the figures mentioned were based on

offers accepted from only 8 of the 23 States offering troops.

I explained that the figure of 714 officers and men for India
included some supporting and service units as well as the infantry
battalion.
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I also pointed out that the figure of 765 officers and men
for Yugoslavia included an augmented company of engineers to serve

the entire Force.
:

Mr. Lloyd was informed that the Canadian Government had made
a total of 2500 officers and men, including an infantry battalion,
available to the Force, of which about one-third is now being
employed.

;

As to the ultimate overall size of the Force, I stated that
in this early stage General Burns has been thinking in terms of
two combat brigades.

It was also pointed out that in addition to the personnel,
very large tonnages of equipment and supplies have been airlifted
to Egypt and Naples.

It was further stated that although the decision will be made

by General Burns, it is being recommended to him that he move upwards
of 1000 of the Force into Port Said as soon as he can make arrangements
to that effect. He has sufficient personnel at his disposal to do
SO now.

:
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