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CONFIDENT TAL

; ?rm other evidence and their warning to shipping by the Bgyptml,
it seems clear that mines have been laid off the southern end of the Suez Canal.
It is estimated that these are probably buoyant mines. It will be necessary
for these mines to be swept before any salvage ahips can reach the Canal frm
- the Red Sea end. Even if they are willing to do 80, it is doubted whether
~ the Egyptians eould sweep these mines. Although various other countries east
~of Suez are in mﬂﬁm ar min.—mping ruour«ﬂ, it would elearly talu
~ a long time for them to geb there with their necessary supporting services.
_ From this, it therefore seems probable that before the Canal can be opened,
it will be essential to eall on the Anglo/French mine-sweeping resources that
~ are already assembled for this task. We do not think it would be difficult

- _"to get coastal mine sweepers past the existing obstructions to Suez. There

~ are four converted coasters at ‘Aden fitted with wire seeeps which it might
e possible to get on the spot by the end of the first week in December.

~ There is also the French ship, "Jasmin® fitbed with wire sweeps. -




